3DM861 C.S. Lewis

January 9-13, 2012; 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Dr. Doug Falls, dfalls@StoneBridgeCharlotte.com 
C.S. Lewis may have been the most influential as well as the most beloved Christian author of the 20th Century.  Through his science fiction, fantasy, and apologetic writings, Lewis continues to speak to generations today about the Christian story and the God and Savior behind it.  This class will examine his life and the major themes of his writings such as heaven, joy, and the truth of Christianity, as well as discuss three specific books.  

Required Textbooks

Jack by George Sayer

The Question of God by Armand Nicholi
Mere Christianity

The Screwtape Letters

Prince Caspian
The Four Loves

The Letters of C. S. Lewis (NOT The Collected Letters of C. S. Lewis which is 3 volumes)

The Weight of Glory and Other Essays, all by C.S. Lewis
Course Requirements

Discussion Questions to The Screwtape Letters, Mere Christianity, and Prince Caspian – 10% each

Answer the discussion questions included in this syllabus for the above listed books in writing before the class begins. Each numbered question normally justifies 2 or 3 paragraphs.  Each set of questions is due at the end of the class discussion on that particular book.  Two points will be deducted for each day late.  

Class Project – (70% of the total grade)  Write a 12-15 page paper on one of the following topics.  You may propose a different topic though it will be subject to the approval of the professor.
· Put together a discussion guide for The Screwtape Letters for use by a small group leader.
· Put together a discussion guide for The Four Loves for use by a small group leader.
· Evaluate the considerable debate about the ‘correct’ order to read the Chronicles of Narnia and make your own recommendation.  Be sure to factor in any comments by Lewis on the matter, the reason the editors chose to alter the order, views of Lewis scholars, and your own evaluation of the Chronicles themselves.
· Summarize and evaluate Lewis’s views on the power of ‘myth’ and story.
· Summarize and evaluate the evidence for whether Lewis was Reformed in his soteriology.
· Describe the various ways Lewis ‘did’ apologetics and evangelism; not so much his message as the venues and tactics he used to get the message across (ex. The Oxford Socratic Club).  Suggest ways his example can inform pastoral practices.

· Evaluate the comments attributed to Lewis in the concluding scene of the movie Shadowlands (with Anthony Hopkins).  Given what you know about his life, do you believe Lewis could have said those lines?  Why or why not?  
Course Outline

Introduction

  I. A Look at C. S. Lewis

A. A Brief Biography


1. Childhood


2. Early Youth


3. Oxford


4. Cambridge


5. The End

B. Additional Major Influences


1. George MacDonald


2. 'Northerness'

II. A Look With C. S. Lewis

A. Science and ‘Scientism’

B. Education and Society

C. Evangelism and Apologetics

D. Life in the Body

E. Joy

F. Heaven

III. Seminar Discussions on the Following Works
A. Mere Christianity

B. The Screwtape Letters

C. Prince Caspian

IV. Conclusion

SELECT ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY

Biography

Glaspey, Terry W., Not a Tame Lion, Elkton, MD:  Highland Books, 1996.

"Written with the average reader in mind."  A good intro to his life and thought.
Green, Roger Lancelyn, and Hooper, Walter, C. S. Lewis:  A Biography, San Diego:  Harcourt Brace, 1994.

Gresham, Douglas, Jack's Life:  The Life Story of C. S. Lewis, Nashville, TN:  Broadman & Holman Publishers, 2005.
Written by Lewis's stepson, yet offers little in the way of anecdotes that one might expect and that would make "Jack" come alive.  Unfortunately it is also very repetitive, preachy, and belittling of most people who were not C. S. Lewis.
Jacobs, Alan, The Narnian:  The Life and Imagination of C. S. Lewis, New York:  Harper San Francisco, 2005.

Written by an English professor at Wheaton College who is not one of the “Lewis inner circle.”
Sayer, George, Jack:  A Life of C. S. Lewis, Wheaton, IL:  Crossway Books, 1988.

Generally thought to be the best biography on Lewis.
Wilson, A. N., C. S. Lewis, A Biography, New York:  W. W. Norton & Company, 1990.

A non-Christian, and therefore fresh, look at Lewis.  However, as Gilbert Meilaender comments, this book 'tells us more, alas, about its author than its subject.'  Wilson has perhaps become a Christian in recent years.
Primary Sources
Barfield, Owen, Owen Barfield on C.S. Lewis, Middletown, CT:  Wesleyan University Press, 1989.

Como, James T., C.S. Lewis at the Breakfast Table and Other Reminiscences, New York: Macmillan, 1979.

Many short recollections of Lewis by those who knew him.
Gresham, Douglas H., Lenten Lands:  My Childhood with Joy Davidman and C.S. Lewis, New York:  HarperCollins Publishers, 1988.

Lewis, C.S., All My Roads Before Me:  The Diary of C.S. Lewis, 1922-1927, San Diego:  Harcourt, Brace, Jovanovich, 1991.

Lewis, C. S., The Collected Letters of C. S. Lewis, San Francisco:  HarperSanFrancisco, (3 volumes), 2007.
Lewis, C. S., The Letters of C.S. Lewis, San Diego:  Harcourt Brace & Company, 1966.
Lewis, Warren Hamilton, Brothers and Friends:  The Diaries of Major Warren Hamilton Lewis, New York:  Harper & Row, 1982.
Literary Analysis

Adey, Lionel, C. S. Lewis:  Writer, Dreamer, & Mentor, Grand Rapids, MI:  William B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1998.

A scholarly analysis of Lewis's writings, though I find it overly critical (The Screwtape Letters uses 'biblical and Miltonic myths about fallen angels.'  Of all of Lewis's adult novels, only Till We Have Faces 'can be fully appreciated, though not fully understood, without prior knowledge of his life and times or sympathy with his beliefs').
King, Don W., C. S. Lewis, Poet:  The Legacy of his Poetic Impulse, Kent, Ohio:  Kent State University Press, 2001.

Lindskoog, Kathryn, Finding the Landlord:  A Guidebook to C.S. Lewis's Pilgrim's Regress, Chicago:  Cornerstone Press Chicago, 1995.

Martin, Thomas L., Reading the Classics with C. S. Lewis, Grand Rapids, MI:  Baker Academic, 2000.

An analysis, if you will, of Lewis as a literary analyst.
Ryken, Leland, and Marjorie Lamp Mead, A Reader's Guide Through the Wardrobe:  Exploring C. S. Lewis's Classic Story, Downer's Grove, IL:  InterVarsity Press, 2005.

Schakel, Peter J., Reading with the Heart:  The Way into Narnia, Grand Rapids, MI:  William B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1979.

Schakel, Peter J., Reason and Imagination in C. S. Lewis:  A Study of Till We Have Faces, Grand Rapids, MI:  William B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1984.

Walsh, Chad, The Literary Legacy of C. S. Lewis, New York:  Harcourt, Brace, Jovanovich, 1979.

Reference Works

Duriez, Colin, The C. S. Lewis Encyclopedia, Wheaton, ILL:  Crossway Books, 2000.

Ford, Paul F., Companion to Narnia, San Francisco:  HarperSanFrancisco, 1994.

Goffar, Janine, The C. S. Lewis Index:  A Comprehensive Guide to Lewis’s Writings and Ideas, Wheaton, IL:  Crossway Books, 1995.

Essentially a concordance of Lewis's works.
Hooper, Walter, C. S. Lewis:  A Companion & Guide, San Francisco:  Harper San Franciso, 1996.

Includes a short biography, an analysis of most of Lewis's books, a Who's Who, and other helpful information.
Schultz, Jeffrey G., and West, Jr., John G., The C. S. Lewis Reader’s Encyclopedia, Grand Rapids, MI:  Zondervan Publishing House, 1998.

General Works

Dorsett, Lyle W., Seeking the Secret Place:  The Spiritual Formation of C. S. Lewis, Grand Rapids, Mich.:  Brazos Press, 2004.

Perhaps more about what Lewis taught regarding spiritual formation (not that he would have called it that) than Lewis's own formation.  A very good section about his spiritual director Father Adams.
Downing, David C., The Most Reluctant Convert:  C. S. Lewis's Journey to Faith, Downer's Grove, IL:  InterVarsity Press, 2002.
Kreeft, Peter, Between Heaven and Hell:  A Dialog Somewhere Beyond Death with John F. Kennedy, C. S. Lewis, & Aldous Huxley, Downer’s Grove, IL:  InterVarsity Press, 1982.

Kreeft, Peter, C. S. Lewis for the Third Millenium:  Six Essays on The Abolition of Man, San Francisco:  Ignatius Press, 1994.
Lindskoog, Kathryn A., C. S. Lewis:  Mere Christian, Glendale, CA:  G/L Regal Books, 1973.

A topical consideration of Lewis's thought.

Menuge, Angus J. L., ed., C. S. Lewis:  Lightbearer in the Shadowlands, Wheaton, IL:  Crossway Books, 1997.



A look at Lewis as apologist and evangelist.
Meilaender, Gilbert, The Taste for the Other:  The Social and Ethical Thought of C. S. Lewis, Grand Rapids, MI:  William B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1978.

Mills, David, ed., The Pilgrim's Guide:  C.S. Lewis and the Art of Witness, Grand Rapids, MI:  William B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1998.

Another look at Lewis as apologist and evangelist, though broader in scope than Menuge.
Nicholi, Jr., Armand M., The Question of God:  C.S. Lewis and Sigmund Freud Debate God, Love Sex and the Meaning of Life, New York:  The Free Press, 2002.

By a Harvard professor, essentially the summation of many years teaching on this topic, initially about Freud, later comparing the two men.
Pearce, Joseph, C. S. Lewis and the Catholic Church, San Francisco:  Ignatius Press, 2003.

By a Catholic writer describing Lewis’s relationships with individual Catholics (especially Tolkien) and the Roman Catholic Church.
Phillips, Justin, C. S. Lewis in a Time of War, San Francisco:  HarperSanFrancisco, 2002. 

This book discusses Lewis’s broadcast talks during World War II from the perspective of the BBC who worked with Lewis on them.  
Vanauken, Sheldon, A Severe Mercy, New York:  HarperOne, 1977.

A classic story of Lewis’s influence on two friends and his ministry to Sheldon when death comes.
Helpful websites include

www.narnia.com
www.cslewis.org
http://books.narnia.com
Interesting journals include

The Lamp-post of the Southern California C.S. Lewis Society

CSL:  The Bulletin of the New York C.S. Lewis Society

Discussion Questions

for

Mere Christianity
Book I

1. Lewis maintains that everyone knows the Law of Nature and knows they ought to obey it.  Is this a biblical notion?  Use Scripture to support your answer. 

2. How does Lewis respond to the objection that he is merely describing the ‘herd instinct?’  How does Lewis respond to the objection that he is merely describing personal or corporate preferences (‘what inconveniences me’ or ‘the good of society’)?  Evaluate the effectiveness of his arguments.

Book II

3. According to Lewis, what has been the driving force of nearly all of human history?  How does this explain human history?  What contemporary institutions fall under this condemnation?  What does this say about how Christians should relate to their cultures?  What does this say about how to lead in the church?

4. Lewis is sometimes criticized as having weak views regarding the atonement, faith and repentance.  What do you think of his views as expressed in Book II & III?  Would you classify Lewis’s views as evangelical?

Book III

5. What does Lewis say about the true job of the clergy?

6. Summarize Lewis’s view of Pride.  Do you think he overstates its significance?  Why or why not?  Support your view from Scripture.  Where is there a tendency towards Pride in your (the Reformed/Wesleyan, etc.) tradition?  Where is there a tendency towards Pride in your own life?

Book IV

7. What is Lewis’s view of the importance of Theology to the ‘ordinary Christian?’  Evaluate his analogy of the ocean and map.  Has the need for theology today, based on Lewis’s criteria, increased or decreased?  Defend your answer.

Discussion Questions

for

The Screwtape Letters
[Please note:  These questions are not nearly so chronological as topical]

1. War appears as a fact of life for the patient in Letter 5.  How does Wormwood respond?  Why?  What does Screwtape remind him is their ‘real business?’

2. What is Screwtape’s opinion of the usefulness of war for their ‘real business?’  Why?  In fact, what motive does he see for the Enemy ‘creating a dangerous world?’  What is Scabtree’s opinion of the usefulness of war for their ‘real business?’  Why?

3. Screwtape goes on to discuss whether to encourage patriotism or pacifism in the patient.  Which does he recommend?  Explain in detail.

4. Read the last three sentences of Letter 19.  Do you agree with this assertion?  Why or why not?  Support your view from Scripture.  What might be some logical implications of this view (whether or not you agree with it) on the consideration Christians should give to a matter such as the news (the latest election, school vouchers, or any other ‘water cooler’ issue).

5. What activities were instrumental in the patient’s repentance and renewal?  Did you find this surprising?  Why does Screwtape distrust such things?  Do you agree with this assessment?

6. Summarize and evaluate Screwtape’s philosophy of Hell.  How is it demonstrated in the Screwtape Letters themselves?  Where do we see it in practice in the world today?  In the church?  In your life?

Discussion Questions

for

Prince Caspian

1. In light of Lewis's views on education, describe the two ‘systems’ of education given to Prince Caspian as related by Trumpkin to the four children.  (Consider the Nurse and Doctor Cornelius as part of one system, but there is a second ‘system’ besides theirs.)  What were the purposes of the two systems?

2. What positive lesson do we learn from Trumpkin during the war council in Aslan's How?  While there are no Kings on church sessions and committees and such, what general principle might Trumpkin recommend to them (and you) regarding their decisions and the decision making processes?  What Biblical principle does this reflect? 
3. While Lewis doesn’t tell us straight out, why do you think Lucy could see Aslan when the others could not?  Explain your reason(s).  In any case, what did Aslan expect of her?

4. What does this say about the relationship between faith and obedience?  Give a very specific concrete example/illustration of a pastoral situation where you could use this story.  Give a Scripture that this story illustrates.

5. What do the descriptions of the schools at and around Beruna suggest?  What are the situations from which people are rescued in the Beruna area?  What do they have in common?  (Think beyond the book Prince Caspian.)

6. Sum up the overall message of Prince Caspian.  

Books written by C. S. Lewis

Spirits in Bondage, 1919

Lewis’s original desire was to be a poet.  This book is a collection of ‘war poems,’ though many were written before his time in World War I.

Dymer, 1926

Dymer is a single epic, narrative poem.  It too was written during the ‘war years,’ though in prose.  It describes a man departing ‘spiritual illusions.’

The Pilgrim’s Regress, 1933

Lewis’s first book after becoming a Christian.  A semi-autobiographical account of a philosophical journey to faith.

The Allegory of Love, 1936

As the subtitle declares, this book is a study in medieval tradition.  This was his first scholarly book.  It is a history and ‘criticism’ of medieval literature.

Out of the Silent Planet, 1938

The first of the ‘Space’ Trilogy, and the first ‘popular’ book written by Lewis.  Ransom, kidnapped by Weston, fights to prevent Weston’s take over of Mars.

The Problem of Pain, 1940

Interesting that Lewis, disillusioned with the notion of a ‘good’ God during the war, would write a book explaining suffering during the next, Second World War.

The Screwtape Letters, 1942

Perhaps Lewis’s most popular yet most profound book.  Written from the perspective of a senior demon coaching his nephew demon on the art of tempting humans.

A Preface to Paradise Lost, 1942

A love for Milton since his ninth year drove Lewis to write this ‘Preface’ in order to help people understand Milton’s poem according to its own world-view.

Perelandra, 1943

The second of the ‘Space’ Trilogy, Ransom is sent to the planet Venus to prevent Weston, who is apparently possessed, from ushering sin into that ‘Edenic’ world.

The Abolition of Man, 1943

As an educator himself, Lewis wrote this short work on the danger of modern education’s tendency to produce people with a brain and stomach, but no heart.

That Hideous Strength, 1945

The final part of the ‘Space’ Trilogy, Lewis later remarks that this book is The Abolition of Man in novel form.

The Great Divorce, 1945

A travelogue of souls given a ‘holiday’ from hell.  It describes the conversations between them and the souls in heaven who encourage them to stay.

Miracles, 1947

Lewis once again goes against the Modernist grain, often found in the church, in seeking to establish the rationality and possibility of miracles.

The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe, 1950

The first of the highly popular Narnia Chronicles, Peter, Edmund, Susan, and Lucy enter Narnia through a curious wardrobe and meet Aslan the Lion.

Prince Caspian, 1951

A return to Narnia by the four children to help the rightful king, Caspian, regain his throne.

Mere Christianity, 1952

The Broadcast Talks given during World War II are finally collected in one written volume.  Earlier editions had presented one or more of these four sections.  A powerful apologetic for the Christian faith, still influential in conversions today.

The Voyage of the Dawn Treader, 1952

Another story of Narnia, only this time just Edmund and Lucy, and a cousin, Eustace Clarence Scrubb (‘he almost deserved it’) enter into the magical land.

The Silver Chair, 1953

Eustace returns to Narnia with a friend, Jill Pole, escaping the clutches of a typical ‘modern’ school.  They are given four signs to follow in order to find Prince Rilian.

The Horse and His Boy, 1954

The setting returns to the time of the reign of Peter, Edmund, Susan, and Lucy in Narnia, to describe the story of a horse and others who escape slavery.

English Literature in the Sixteenth Century Excluding Drama, Vol. 3 of the Oxford History of English Literature, 1954

Lewis returns to scholarship in this work of literary criticism.  While generally highly regarded, some berated his categories of ‘drab’ or ‘golden’ literature.

The Magician’s Nephew, 1955

The creation story of Narnia.  Lewis had worked on this volume much earlier, but struggled with it and therefore published it later.  

Surprised by Joy, 1955

Another somewhat autobiographical book, Surprised by Joy describes his sense of longing in the early years of his life.

The Last Battle, 1956

The final and ‘apocalyptic’ volume in the Narnia Chronicles.  It includes a Narnian Antichrist, False Prophet, Armaggedon, and yes, Second Coming of Christ.

Till We Have Faces, 1956

A real favorite of Lewis’s, it was his attempt to identify with non-Christians who try to understand the faith of friends and loved ones through a novel.

Reflections on the Psalms, 1958

Admittedly not a work of scholarship, Lewis simply ‘reflects’ on the Psalter, that has a special place in Anglican worship, both its wonder and its difficulties.

The Four Loves, 1960

A treatment and comparison of the meaning of the four Greek words for love; storge, philia, eros, and agape.

Studies in Words, 1960

Lewis loved words and used them powerfully.  This book is an outgrowth of lectures given over the years on the development of the use of words such as ‘wit,’ ‘nature,’ and ‘simple.’  He hoped to help students understand words in ‘old books.’ 

A Grief Observed, 1961

Written after the death of his wife, Joy, and under the pseudonym N. W. Clerk, an emotionally honest reflection on the grief process.

An Experiment in Criticism, 1961

In a reversal of literary criticism, Lewis evaluates readers and reading rather than the books read.

Letters to Malcolm:  Chiefly on Prayer, 1964

‘Letters’ to an imaginary friend, they were very similar to his ‘reflections’ on the Psalms, a comparing of notes rather than instruction per se.
The Discarded Image, 1964

An introduction to the medieval world view.  Though he admitted its errors, Lewis also admits his fondness for it.

Several collections of Lewis’s essays have been published.  Below are volumes still in print.

God in the Dock

Christian Reflections

Present Concerns

The World’s Last Night and Other Essays

