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there. Keep it succinct. ABSTRACT

The thesis question of this dissertation is “What is the relationship of expository
preaching to effective church growth in a postmodern society?” The paper begins by
defining the term “postmodern,” then demonstrates post modernity’s development and
distinguishing characteristics. This discussion is central to understanding ministry
challenges in today’s world.

The thesis question itself is then examined by consulting the Scriptures and
systematic theology. From this investigation it becomes clear that God’s mandate for the
ministry of the Word is expository preaching, and that a thoroughly Biblical ministry is
the catalyst in building God’s church both numerically and spiritually. This principle is
demonstrated tin.le and again throughout church history, as this paper argues, particularly
during the Reformation era, when reformers such as Luther, Calvin, and Zwingli
displayed the reforming power of expository preaching.

The weight of the study is then utilized to evaluate modern church growth
methodology, of which most models appear to require a more solid Biblical and
theological foundation. The analysis is taken one step further through descriptive
research, which involves a survey of local church pastors, as well as the feelings of one
local congregation in particular.

A ministry model is articulated, integrating the Scriptural, theological, historical,

contemporary, and descriptive research elements. The model is in the form of a
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college/seminary curriculum, designed to instruct ministerial students in an integrative
study of expository preaching and church growth. A syllabus for the course is found in

chapter six.
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Isaac Abramson, son of Abraham and the late Sarah Terahson, was born April 1, 1953, in

Y
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Beulahland, South Carolina. He attended public schools of Beulahland and Negevton, South biog.

Carolina.

His education includes a Bachelor of Arts, cum laude, with a major in Bible and a

minor in Hebrew from Bob Jonah University in 1984. In 1987, he received the Master of

Divinity from Reformed Theological Seminary, Jackson, Mississippi.

data

educational
background
(college
onward)

His work experience includes five years at Chaim Schwab as a livestock futures analyst,

and seven years of wilderness camp counseling. He was ordained to the ministry in 1988 by the

Ebenezer Presbytery of the Alright Church of America. He has served two rural congregations

over the past seventeen years. He has also served on the Faculty of Jericho Technical College,

Judah, South Carolina, since 2000, as an adjunct instructor and advisor.

He currently serves as pastor of the Righteous Church of Christ in Bethlehem, South

Carolina, with his wife of thirty years, Rebekah. They have twin sons, Esau and Jacob.
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current
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Isaac also is a member of the Lions of Judah Club, and serves as a reserve chaplain in the Ben

Gurion chapter of the South Carolina National Guard. He enjoys tennis and knitting in his spare

time.
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