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COURSE DESCRIPTION
In this course we will study the doctrines of the Church and the Sacraments. We will attempt to
understand, appreciate, and apply these doctrines as they are revealed in Holy Scripture and

confessed by the Reformed churches to the end that we may better glorify the triune God.

This course meets Monday to Friday, 8:30 am — 3:00 pm, January 26-30, 2009.

READING REQUIREMENTS
1. Textbooks to be purchased by the student:

Herman Bavinck, Reformed Dogmatics, Volume 4 (ISBN: 978-0801026577): read
chapters 5,6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11

Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Life Together (ISBN: 978-0800683252): read all

2. In addition to the aforementioned books, essays by the following authors will be posted on 1Q
Web: Kenneth E. Bailey, Richard B. Gaffin Jr., Thomas R. Schreiner, C. Samuel Storms, and
Stephen J. Wellum. Read each of these essays in their entirety.

3. The Westminster Confession of Faith (available in many formats): read Chapters 20-31

ASSIGNMENTS

1. Students will take a final exam based upon the assigned readings and lectures. The exam will
include both objective questions (e.g., multiple choice, true/false) and essay questions (* see
below). The exam is worth 70 % of the final grade.

* Note: Students will be required to answer (at least) the following two essay questions
on the final exam:



(1) Should we seek the gifts of “tongues” and “prophecy” in the church today?
Interacting with the essays by Gaffin and Storms, discuss the best arguments
against and for your answer to this question.

(2) Should we baptize the children of believers in the church today? Interacting
with Wellum’s essay as well as Bavinck’s treatment of this topic, discuss the best
arguments against and for your answer to this question.

2. On the final exam, students will give a reading report stating the percentage of assigned
readings they have completed. The reading report is worth 30 % of the final grade.

3. Hard copies of all assignments must be turned in or postmarked to Ceci Helm by 11:00 am
on March 16, 2009.
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