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AND THE SIDDUR/PRAYERBOOK
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Readings in Genesis 1-2 and the Siddur/Prayerbook



Instructor: Dr. Mark D. Futato

Email: mfutato@rts.edu

Phone: 407-366-9493

Fax: 407-366-9425

Dates. February 8to May 10

Office Hours: Monday — Thursday 11:00-12:00

PURPOSE, GOALS, AND OBJECTIVES
Purpose: To encourage you in enjoying an abundant life to the glory of God!

Goal:
To do aclose reading of the Hebrew text of Genesis 1-2.
To introduce students to the Hebrew of the Siddur/Prayerbook.

Objectives:
Upon successful completion of this course you will:
Know more about the text and message Genesis 1-2 and how to study Old Testament
narratives with greater depth and accuracy.
Know more about the text and spirituality of the Siddur/Prayerbook.
Have grown in your use of the doctrine of creation in your life and ministry.
Have grown in your prayer life by being studying prayers from the Jewish tradition,
which are rooted in the prayers of the Hebrew Bible.

TEXTSUSED IN THE COURSE

Required
BHS

Recommended
- Bandstra, Barry. Genesis 1-11: A Handbook on the Hebrew Text. Waco, TX: Baylor
University Press, 2008. ISBN: 978-1932792706.
Sacks, Jonathan, Ed. The Koren Sacks Sddur: A Hebrew/English Prayerbook. Jerusalem:
Koren Publishers, 2009. ISBN: 978-9653010673 (Standard Size); ISBN: 978-
9653012172 (Compact Size).

ASSESSMENTS

Quizzes
There are 11 quizzes to be taken weekly.
The quizzes cover the text assigned for the week.
Each quiz isworth 5 points and the total constitutes 25% of your course grade.
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Reflection
There are 11 reflection posts to be submitted online.
Each reflection isto be between 200 and 250 words and will be based on the
Siddur/Prayerbook text read in class.
Each reflection post is worth 5 points and the total constitutes 25% of your course grade.

Final Exam
Thereisafinal exam.
This exam covers the Hebrew text of Genesis 1-2.
Each exam isworth 110 points and the total constitutes 50% of your course grade.

SCHEDULE

Week 1 (Feb 8)
Introduction to Course
I ntroduction to Genesis 1-2
Introduction to the Prayer Book

Week 2 (Feb 15)
Quiz #1: Genesis 1.1-5
Hebrew Text:
Modeh Ani (p. 5)
Genesis 1:1-5

Week 3 (Feb 22)
Quiz #2: Genesis 1:6-9
Hebrew Text:
Who has sanctified us (p. 9)
Genesis 1:6-9

Week 4 (Mar 1)
Quiz #3: Genesis 1:10-13
Hebrew Text:
Sweeten in our mouths (p. 9)
Genesis 1:10-13

Week 5 (Mar 8)
Quiz #4: Genesis 1:14-19
Hebrew Text:
Who has chosen us (p. 9)
Genesis 1:14-19
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Week 6 (Mar 15)
Quiz #5: Genesis 1:20-23
Hebrew Text:
Numbers 6:24-26 (p. 11)
Genesis 1:20-23

March 22 Reading Week

Week 7 (Mar 29)
Quiz #6: Genesis 1.24-27
Hebrew Text:
Accepting the Sovereignty of Heaven (lines 1-6 p. 35)
Genesis 1:24-27

Week 8 (Apr 5)
Quiz #7: Genesis 1:28-31
Hebrew Text:
Accepting the Sovereignty of Heaven (lines 1-3 p. 37)
Genesis 1:28-31

Week 9 (Apr 12)
Quiz #8: Genesis 2:1-3
Hebrew Text:
Accepting the Sovereignty of Heaven (lines 4-9 p. 37)
Genesis 2:1-3

Week 10 (Apr 19)
Quiz #8: Genesis 2:4-8
Hebrew Text:
Accepting the Sovereignty of Heaven (lines 10-15 p. 37)
Genesis 2:4-8

Week 11 (Apr 26)
Quiz #8: Genesis 2:9-14
Hebrew Text:
Accepting the Sovereignty of Heaven (lines 16-20 p. 37)
Genesis2:9-14

Week 12 (May 3)
Quiz #8: Genesis 2:15-19
Hebrew Text:
Accepting the Sovereignty of Heaven (lines 1-4 p. 39)
Genesis 2:15-19
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Week 13 (May 10)
Quiz #8: Genesis 2:20-25
Hebrew Text:
Blessing on seeing an outstanding Torah scholar (p. 1003)
Genesis 2:20-25
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In Judaism, study is greater even than prayer. So, before beginning fo pray, we engage in a
miniature act of study, preceded by the appropriate blessings. The blessings are followed
by brief selections from 137, 302 and K23, the three foundational texts of Judaism.
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BLESSINGS OVER THE TORAH

‘The history of Judaism is a story of the love of a people for the Book of
Books, the Torah. As a preliminary to study, we pronounce two blessings

and a prayer. The first, “who has made us holy with His commandments,” is

a blessing over the commandment to engage in study of the Torabh, 2 declara-
tion that we do not simply study as an intellectual or cultural exercise but as

the fulfillment of a Divine commandment. This is followed by a prayer that
God make Torah study sweet, and help us to hand it on to our children. The

final blessing, “Who has chosen us,” is a blessing of acknowledgment that

SHAHARIT ]

BLESSINGS OVER THE TORAH

In Judaism, study is greater even than prayer. So, before beginning to pray, we engage it g
miniature act of study, preceded by the appropriate blessings. The blessings are followed by
brief selections from Scripture, Mishna and Gemara, the three foundational texts of Judaism.
1173 Blessed are You, LORD our God, King of the Universe,
who has made us holy through His commandments,
and has commanded us to engage in study
of the words of Torah.

X12WM Please, LorRD our God, make the words of Your Torah
sweet in our mouths and in the mouths of Your people,

the house of Israel,

so that we, our descendants (and their descendants)

and the descendants of Your people,

the house of Israel,

may all know Your name and study Your Torah for its own sake.
Blessed are You, LORD,

who teaches Torah to His people Israel.

172 Blessed are You, Lorp our God, King of the Universe,
who has chosen us from all the peoples and given us His Torah.
Blessed are You, LorD, Giver of the Torah.

chosenness means responsibility, and is inseparably linked to the study and
practice of Torah.

So as to follow the blessings immediately with an act that fulfills the com-
mandment, we read three texts whose recitation forms an act of study. The
Talmud (Kiddushin 30a) rules that Torah study must be divided into three:
study of (1) Torah, (2) Mishna, and (3) Gemara. Hence we read: (1) a biblical
text - the priestly blessings, (2) a passage from the Mishna about command-
ments that have no fixed measure, and (3) a passage from the Gemara about
the reward of good deeds in this wozld and the next.
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SHAHARIT

71212 May the Lorp bless you and protect you.
May the LorD make His face shine on you

and be gracious to you.

May the Lorp turn His face toward you

and grant you peace.

§t7‘g¢ These are the things

for which there is no fixed measure:

the corner of the field, first-fruits,
appearances before the Lorp

[on festivals, with offerings],

acts of kindness and the study of Torah.

%’95; These are the things

whose fruits we eat in this world

but whose full reward awaits us

in the World to Come:
honoring parents; acts of kindness;
arriving early at the house of study
morning and evening;
hospitality to strangers; visiting the sick;

10

helping the needy bride; attending to the dead;

devotion in prayer;
and bringing peace between people -
but the study of Torzh is equal to them all.

Some say:

TR0 MK Wisdom begins in awe of the Lorp;

all who fulfill [His commandments] gain good understanding;
His praise is ever-lasting.

The Torah Moses commanded us

is the heritage of the congregation of Jacob.

Listen, my son, to your father’s instruction,

and do not forsake your mother’s teaching.

May the Torah be my faith and Almighty God my help.

Blessed be the name of His glorious kingdom for ever and all time.

Num. 6

Mishna
Peah i1

Shabbat
127@

Ps.in

Deut. 33

Prov.1
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Dtgiyt_? A person should always: This whole section until “Who sanctifies

His name among the multitudes” appears in the tenth-century Midrash,

Tanna DeVei Eliyahu (chapter 21}. Some believe that it dates from a period
of persecution under the Persian ruler Yazdegerd 11 who, in 456 CE, forbade
the observance of Shabbat and the reading of the Torah. Jews continued to
practice their faith in secret, saying prayers at times and in ways that would
not be detected by their persecutors. This explains the reference to fearing

SHAHARIT 34

back your son, your anly son, T will greatly bless you and greatly multiply
your descendants, as the stars of heaven and the sand of the seashore, and
your descendants shall take possession of the gates of their enemies. Through
your descendants, all the nations of the earth will be blessed, because you
have heeded My voice” Then Abraham returned to his lads, and they rose
and went together to Beersheba, and Abraham stayed in Beersheba.

Most omit this passage on Shabbat and Yom Tov.

Master of the Universe, just as Abraham our father suppressed his compassion to
do Your will wholeheartedly, so may Your compassion suppress Your anger from us
and may Your cormpassion prevail over Your other attributes. Deal with us, Lorp
our God, with the attributes of loving-kindness and compassion, and in Your great
goodness may Your anger be turned away from Your people, Your city, Your land and
Your inheritance. Fulfill in us, LORD our God, the promise You made in Your Torah
through the hand of Moses Your servant, as it is said: “T will remember My covenant
with Jacob, and also My covenant with Isaac, and also My covenant with Abraham I
will remember, and the land I will remember”

ACCEPTING THE SOVEREIGNTY OF HEAVEN

EJ“Z\';JEJ A person should always be God-fearing, privately and publicly,
acknowledging the truth and speaking it in his heart.
He should rise eatly and say:

Master of all worlds,

not because of our righteousness
do we lay our pleas before You,
but because of Your great compassion.

God “privately” and “speaking truth in the heart” (that is, the secret practice
of Judaism) and the recitation here of the first lines of the Shema, which
could not be said at the normal time. The final blessing, “Who sanctifies His
name among the muititudes,” refers to the martyrdom of those who went to
their deaths rather than renounce their faith. Martyrdom is called Kiddush
HaShem, “sanctifying | God’s] name.”

1125 Master of all worlds: This passage also appears in the Ne'ila prayer on Yom

Lev. 26
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Kippur. It expresses the paradox of the human condition in the presence of
God. We know how small we are and how brief our lives. Fleeting breath: the
Hebrew word hevel — the key word of the opening chapters of Ecclesiastes,
from which this line is taken — has been translated as “vain, meaningless,

SHAHARIT 36

What are we? What are our lives?

What is our loving-kindness? What is our righteousness?
What is our salvation? What is our strength?

What is our might? What shall we say before You,

Lorp our God and God of our ancestors?

Are not all the mighty like nothing before You,

the men of renown as if they had never been,

the wise as if they know nothing,

and the understanding as if they lack intelligence?

For their many works are in vain,

and the days of their lives like a fleeting breath before You.
The pre-eminence of man over the animals is nothing,
for all is but a fleeting breath.

I?;K Yet we are Your people, the children of Your covenant,
the children of Abraham, Your beloved,

to whom You made a promise on Mount Moriah;

the offspring of Isaac his only one who was bound on the altar;
the congregation of Jacob Your firstborn son

whom — because of the love with which You loved him

and the joy with which You rejoiced in him —

You called Yisrael and Yeshurun.

"[;’535 Therefore it is our duty

to thank You, and to praise, glorify, bless, sanctify
and give praise and thanks to Your name.

Happy are we, how good is our portion,

how lovely our fate, how beautiful our heritage.

empty, futile” However, it literally means “a short breath” It conveys a sense
of the brevity and insubstantiality of life as a physical phenomenon. All that
lives soon dies, and is as if it had never been. Yet: You created us, made us,
chose us. We are infinitesimally small, yet brushed by the wings of Infinity. We
are dust; yet we are Your people, children of Your covenant, descendants of those
You singled out to be witnesses to the world of Your existence and majesty.
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oIt MR M ,HJ’;'fl?N T ,‘7&7@” y@w Listen, Israel: the LORD is our God, the LorRD is One.  Dexts
T - dﬁy" 1‘]1;3‘733 ';13: o 3 Q_ui:etly N Quietly: Blessed be the name of His glorious kingdom for ever and all time.
. . -~ - Some congregations say the entire first paragraph of the Shema (below) at t;u's point.
Som?g;ﬁ‘:‘:::;ii g{iﬁ:‘;{g ﬁ :z;; %&%i};gﬁ;ﬁ:ﬁ;ﬁﬁ;ﬂmﬁ Ifthere is a concern that the Shema will not be reated within the prescribed
time, then all three paragraphs should be said. See law 339. time, then all three paragraphs should be said. See Iaw 339.
. . Love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your
. - 53" 3 T =7 -
LTI PN ITING ‘7331 JWJQ L)?m ’332‘7 532 ’3,:'{715 "f'f"f iy 7 might. These words which I command you today shall be on your heart. Teach them
Jmaw3 o3 mam ,'_']"_335 Uﬂﬁém :];;17-53_? AT IR 2R TN rnL’@ta repeatedly to your children, speaking of them when you sit at home and when you
. T v TP ST 130U, T m'x;q a3z travel on the way, when you lie down and when you rise. Bind them asa sign on your
I'IS?U‘? ! :n :Ir-'r T AR :ﬁ?’g 2] BT }7 o :;I'D?’ g?l? : : hand, and they shall be an emblem between your eyes. Write them on the doorposts
:]"}?ﬁ'}m 3 m!m P QRN+ 2% P2 of your house and gates.
gy 8733 Ko 1y %0 e XTI It was You who existed
T - Tt w - T B
. :: before the world was created
X1 AN . r
'ntz?}ya N'};ﬁ@ﬁ PSR it is You now that the world has been created.
o E‘Zﬁf:;l KT AX Itis You in this world
5 A : and You in the World to Come.
X1 oY KT ) ‘
‘7 ; + Sanctify Your name
:{IUW ,w’.{PQ e ]nw J'IK W.‘P- ) through those who sanctify Your name,
iy Tow nx v and sanctify Your name
T ol ’ . throughout Your world.
’ ohio " W :
AR AN ONR P w3 By Your salvation may our pride be exalted;
TP AnK N3 raise high our pride,
303 0w nK wIpRn Blessed are You, Loxo,
CE B . wlm'g -

who sanctifies His name among the multitudes,

NI AR It was You who existed: This prayer, with its emphasis on the change-
lessness of God, may have been incorporated at a time of persecution, express- His covenant; therefore, we may not renounce our religion or identity: I,
ing the refusal of Jews to abandon their faith. God does not alter or revoke God, do not change; so you, children of Jacob, are not destroyed” (Mal. 3:6).
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