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Instructor : Dr . Mark D. Futato 
Email: mfutato@rts.edu 
Phone: 407-366-9493 
Fax: 407-366-9425 
Dates: February 8 to May 10 
Office Hours: Monday – Thursday 11:00-12:00 

 
PURPOSE, GOALS, AND OBJECTIVES 

 
Purpose: To encourage you in enjoying an abundant life to the glory of God! 
 
Goal: 

·  To do a close reading of the Hebrew text of Genesis 1-2. 
·  To introduce students to the Hebrew of the Siddur/Prayerbook. 

 
Objectives: 

Upon successful completion of this course you will: 
·  Know more about the text and message Genesis 1-2 and how to study Old Testament 

narratives with greater depth and accuracy. 
·  Know more about the text and spirituality of the Siddur/Prayerbook. 
·  Have grown in your use of the doctrine of creation in your life and ministry. 
·  Have grown in your prayer life by being studying prayers from the Jewish tradition, 

which are rooted in the prayers of the Hebrew Bible. 
 

TEXTS USED IN THE COURSE 
 
Required 

·  BHS 
 
Recommended 

·  Bandstra, Barry. Genesis 1-11: A Handbook on the Hebrew Text. Waco, TX: Baylor 
University Press, 2008. ISBN: 978-1932792706. 

·  Sacks, Jonathan, Ed. The Koren Sacks Siddur: A Hebrew/English Prayerbook. Jerusalem: 
Koren Publishers, 2009. ISBN: 978-9653010673 (Standard Size); ISBN: 978-
9653012172 (Compact Size). 

 
ASSESSMENTS 

 
Quizzes 

·  There are 11 quizzes to be taken weekly. 
·  The quizzes cover the text assigned for the week. 
·  Each quiz is worth 5 points and the total constitutes 25% of your course grade. 
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Reflection 
·  There are 11 reflection posts to be submitted online. 
·  Each reflection is to be between 200 and 250 words and will be based on the 

Siddur/Prayerbook text read in class. 
·  Each reflection post is worth 5 points and the total constitutes 25% of your course grade. 

 
Final Exam 

·  There is a final exam. 
·  This exam covers the Hebrew text of Genesis 1-2. 
·  Each exam is worth 110 points and the total constitutes 50% of your course grade.  

 
SCHEDULE 

 
Week 1 (Feb 8)  
 Introduction to Course 
  Introduction to Genesis 1-2 
  Introduction to the Prayer Book 
      
Week 2 (Feb 15)  
 Quiz #1: Genesis 1:1-5 
 Hebrew Text: 
  Modeh Ani (p. 5) 
  Genesis 1:1-5 
 
Week 3 (Feb 22) 
 Quiz #2: Genesis 1:6-9 
 Hebrew Text: 
  Who has sanctified us (p. 9) 
  Genesis 1:6-9 
 
Week 4 (Mar  1) 
 Quiz #3: Genesis 1:10-13 
 Hebrew Text: 
  Sweeten in our mouths (p. 9) 
  Genesis 1:10-13 
 
Week 5 (Mar  8) 
 Quiz #4: Genesis 1:14-19 
 Hebrew Text: 
  Who has chosen us (p. 9) 
  Genesis 1:14-19 
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Week 6 (Mar  15) 
 Quiz #5: Genesis 1:20-23 
 Hebrew Text: 
  Numbers 6:24-26 (p. 11) 
  Genesis 1:20-23 
 
March 22 Reading Week 
 
Week 7 (Mar  29) 
 Quiz #6: Genesis 1:24-27 
 Hebrew Text: 
  Accepting the Sovereignty of Heaven (lines 1-6 p. 35) 
  Genesis 1:24-27 
 
Week 8 (Apr  5) 
 Quiz #7: Genesis 1:28-31 
 Hebrew Text: 
  Accepting the Sovereignty of Heaven (lines 1-3 p. 37) 
  Genesis 1:28-31 
   
Week 9 (Apr  12) 
 Quiz #8: Genesis 2:1-3 
 Hebrew Text: 
  Accepting the Sovereignty of Heaven (lines 4-9 p. 37) 
  Genesis 2:1-3 
 
Week 10 (Apr  19) 
 Quiz #8: Genesis 2:4-8 
 Hebrew Text: 
  Accepting the Sovereignty of Heaven (lines 10-15 p. 37) 
  Genesis 2:4-8 
 
Week 11 (Apr  26) 
 Quiz #8: Genesis 2:9-14 
 Hebrew Text: 
  Accepting the Sovereignty of Heaven (lines 16-20 p. 37) 
  Genesis 2:9-14 
 
Week 12 (May 3) 
 Quiz #8: Genesis 2:15-19 
 Hebrew Text: 
  Accepting the Sovereignty of Heaven (lines 1-4 p. 39) 
  Genesis 2:15-19 
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Week 13 (May 10) 
 Quiz #8: Genesis 2:20-25 
 Hebrew Text: 
  Blessing on seeing an outstanding Torah scholar (p. 1003) 
  Genesis 2:20-25 
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