
2NT716 THE TEXT AND CANON OF SCRIPTURE 
 
RTS Orlando   Instructor, C. E. Hill 
Spring 2010   Office Hours: Tues. afternoons; Thu. mornings 
 
Course Description 
A study of the text and canon of scripture, focusing critically on seminal writings from 
antiquity and on contemporary research.  The course will consist of readings, discussions, 
some lectures, and student presentations of research. 
 
Course Objectives Related to MDiv* Student Learning Outcomes 
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Broadly understands and articulates 
knowledge, both oral and written, of 
essential biblical, theological, historical, 
and cultural/global information, including 
details, concepts, and frameworks.  
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Required Texts 
Aland, K. and B. Aland, The Text of the New Testament.  An Introduction to the Critical 

Editions and to the Theory and Practice of Modern Textual Criticism (Eerdmans, 
1995) 

Holmes, Michael, ed., The Apostolic Fathers:  Greek Texts and English Translations 
(hardback) third edn. (Baker, 2007) 

Metzger, Bruce, The Canon of the New Testament: Its Origin, Development, and 
Significance (Oxford, 1997) 

Parker, David C., An Introduction to the New Testament Manuscripts and their Texts 
(Cambridge, 2008) 

Ridderbos, Herman, Redemptive History and the New Testament Scriptures, Biblical and 
Theological Studies (P&R, 1988)  

 
Recommended Texts 
Beckwith, Roger, The Old Testament Canon of the New Testament Church: And Its 

Background in Early Judaism 
Comfort, Philip W., New Testament Text and Translation Commentary (Carole Stream, 

IL:  Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., 2008) 
Comfort, Philip. W. and David P. Barrett, The Text of the Earliest New Testament Greek 

Manuscripts (Wheaton; Tyndale House, 2001) 
Ehrman, Bart, Misquoting Jesus:  The Story Behind Who Changed the Bible and Why 

(San Francisco:  HarperCollins Publishers, 2006) 
Elliott, J. K., The Apocryphal New Testament: A Collection of Apocryphal Christian 

Literature in an English Translation (Oxford, 2005) 



 3

Evans, Craig, Ancient Texts for New Testament Studies: A Guide to The Background 
Literature  (Hendrickson, 2005) 

______, and Emmanuel Tov, eds, Exploring the Origins of the Bible: Canon Formation 
in Historical, Literary, and Theological Perspective (Acadia Studies in Bible and 
Theology) 

Hill, Charles E., The Johannine Corpus in the Early Church (Oxford, 2004 [paperback, 
2006]) 

______, Who Chose the Gospels? Probing the Great Gospel Conspiracy (Oxford, 2010) 
Köstenberger, Andreas, and Michael Kruger, The Heresy of Orthodoxy (Crossway, 2010) 
McDonald, Lee M., The Biblical Canon (Hendrickson, 2007) 
______ and J. A. Sanders, eds., The Canon Debate (Hendrickson, 2002) 
Metzger, Bruce and Bart Ehrman, The Text of the New Testament fourth edition (Oxford, 

2005) 
Swanson, Reuben J., Galatians, New Testament Greek Manuscripts:  Variant Readings 

Arranged in Horizontal Lines against Codex Vaticanus (Wheaton, Ill:  Tyndale House 
Publishers, Inc., 1999) – there are 8 other books in this series: the 4 Gospels, Acts, 
Romans, 1&2 Corinthians 

 
 
Classroom Procedure 
Generally, at least half of the semester’s meetings will consist of the discussion of 
readings, with the occasional lecture/soliloquy by the instructor.  The last several classes 
will consist of seminar presentations by the students, presenting papers, approximately 40 
minutes in length, and discussion of those papers.   
 
Assignments and Grading  
COMPONENT % OF GRADE 
Classroom participation 10 
Text Criticism quiz 20 
Canon quiz 20 
Research paper 
 Classroom presentation 20  
 Final paper  30 
   100 
 
The Research Paper is to be on some aspect of the textual criticism of the Bible or the 
canon of the Bible.  The particular topic must be approved by the instructor.  This could 
be the study of a selected text critical problem, the study of a particular manuscript or 
group of manuscripts, the study of the witness of a Father or a text, a synthetic study of a 
theme or topic in the history of the canon, focusing on Scripture or on post-canonical 
history.  Alternatively, it may be a critical interaction with a modern author on the text or 
canon of Scripture.  Students will be assigned a one-hour slot in class in which to present 
and then defend their papers.  All other students will submit a grade for this presentation 
(to be considered by the instructor).  The papers may then be rewritten and will be 
submitted at the end of the semester.   
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The Text Criticism and Canon Quizzes will be over the readings.   
  


