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I.  COURSE OVERVIEW 
 
This course will be an examination of biblical and theological foundations for the church’s stewardship 
of the Gospel, and an overview of the historical development of the church’s understanding of 
evangelism and missions. Specifically, this course will be a study of the biblical philosophy and means 
of missions and evangelism. This course will look at the biblical mandate for evangelism and missions 
and survey the history of missions and evangelism in the church. This study will compare and contrast 
the biblical model of evangelism with unbiblical forms such as those developed in the Second Great 
Awakening. Different views of the relationship between evangelism and Lord’s Day worship will also 
be covered. The purpose of this course is to provide the student with an understanding of the biblical 
view of evangelism and missions in order that the Great Commission might be carried out more 
faithfully. 
 
II.  COURSE OBJECTIVES 
 
As a result of this course, the student should be able to: 
 

• Provide a coherent presentation of the biblical foundations for missions and evangelism 
 

• Present a clear and concise articulation of the biblical meta-narrative and draw implications for 
the task of missions and evangelism  
 

• Trace historical developments in the church’s understanding of the task of missions and 
evangelism  
 

• Describe the contemporary status of global evangelism and draw implications for the future.  
 

• Articulate a coherent and cogent theology of missions  
 
III.  COURSE TEXTS 
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A.  Required reading: 
 
David J. Bosch, Transforming Mission: Paradigm Shifts in Theology of Mission (New York: Orbis  

Books), 1991. 
 

William Carey, An Enquiry Into The Obligations of Christians To Use Means For The Conversion 
 Of The Heathens (Whitefish, MT: Kessinger Publishing, LLC) 2010. 
 
Andreas J. Köstenberger, Peter T. O’Brien, Salvation to the Ends of the Earth: A Biblical  Theology of 
Mission (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press) 2001. 
 
Iain Murray, Revival and Revivalism: The Making and Marring of American Evangelicalism 
 (1750-1858) (Edinburgh, Carlisle,PA: The Banner of Truth), 1994. 
 
J.I. Packer, Evangelism and the Sovereignty of God (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity), 1961. 
 
B. Recommended reading: 
 
David Brainerd, The Diary and Jorunal of David Brainerd (Carlisle, PA/Edinburgh: The Banner of  
Truth Trust), 1902, 2007. 
 
Andrew Fuller, The Gospel Worthy of All Acceptation (Philadelphia, PA: Nabu Press), 1805, 2010. 
 
Iain Murray, Evangelicalism Divided: A Record of Crucial Change (1950-2000) (Edinburgh, 
 Carlisle, PA: The Banner of Truth Trust), 2000. 
 
Lesslie Newbigin, The Open Secret: An Introduction to the Theology of Mission, rev. ed. (Grand  

Rapids: Eerdmans), 1995. 
 

John Piper, Let the Nations Be Glad (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic), 2010. 
 
Nigel Scotland, Apostles of the Spirit and Fire: American Revivalists and Victorian Britain 
 (Eugene, Oregon: Wipf & Stock), 2009. 
 
Ruth A. Tucker, From Jerusalem to Irian Jaya: A Biographical History of Christian Missions, rev. 
 ed. (Grand Rapids: Zondervan), 2004. 
 
Ralph Winter and Steven C. Hawthorne. Perspectives on the World Christian Movement, 3rd ed.  
  (Pasadena, CA: William Carey Library Publishers), 1999. 
 
C. Optional reading: 
 
J.H. Bavinck, Introduction to the Science of Missions (Philadelphia: P&R), 1960. 
 
John Blanchard, Right With God (Edinburgh: Banner of Truth), 1988. 
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Will Metzger, Tell the Truth:The Whole Gospel to the Whole Person by Whole People (Downers  
  Grove: InterVarsity Press), 2002. 
 
John Stott, ed. Making Christ Known: Historic Mission Documents from the Lausanne Movement  
  (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans), 1997. 
 
John Mark Terry, Ebbie Smith and Justice Anderson, Missiology: An Introduction to the Foundations, 
History and Strategies of World Missions (Nashville: Broadman & Holman), 1998.  
 
J. Verkuyl, Contemporary Missiology: An Introduction, trans. and ed. by Dale Cooper (Grand Rapids: 
Eerdmans), 1978.  
 
IV.  COURSE OUTLINE 
 
Session 1:   Old Testament Foundations – Mon. 9:00am-12:00 noon 
 

1) The Pentateuch: Israel’s Mission to the World  
2) Narrative: The Failure of the Nation 
3) Wisdom: Say Among the Nations 
4) The Prophets: A Light to the Nations 

 
Session 2: New Testament Foundations – Mon. 1:30pm-5:00pm 
 

1) The Gospels: Discipleship and the Great Commission 
2) Acts: Early Expansion and Missionary Journeys 
3) The Epistles: Guarding the Gospel 
4) Revelation: Every Tribe and Tongue 

 
Session 3: Missions in Pre-Reformation Times – Tues. 9:00am-12:00 noon 
 

1) Peter Waldo and Waldensians  
2) John Wycliffe and Lollards 
3) John Huss and Hussites 

 
Session 4: Missions in the Protestant Reformation –Tues. 1:30pm-5:00pm 
 

1) Martin Luther and German 
2) William Tyndale and England 
3) John Calvin and Geneva 
4) Huguenots and France 
5) John Knox and Scotland 

 
Session 5: Missions in Colonial America – Wed. 9:00am-12:00 noon 
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1) John Eliot and the Algonquin Indians 
2) Jonathan Edwards and the Great Awakening  
3) David Brainerd and the Housatonic Indians 
4) George Whitefield and the Atlantic Coasts 

 
Session 6: The Modern Missions Movement (I) - Wednesday 1:30pm-5:00pm 
 

1) Andrew Fuller and Missions Societies  
2) William Carey and Burma  
3) Henry Martyn and India  
4) Adoniram Judson and Burma  
5) Henry Venn and Church Missionary Society  
6) Robert Moffat and Africa 
7) Alexander Duff and India  

 
Session 7: The Modern Missions Movement (II) - Thursday 9:00am-12:00 noon 
 

1) David Livingstone and Africa  
2) John L. Nevius and China, Korea 
3) Hudson Taylor and China  
4) C. T. Studd and Student Volunteer Movement 
5) Eric Liddel and China 
6) Jim Elliot and Auca Indians 

 
Session 8: Threats to Missions – Thurs. 1:30pm-5:00pm 
 

1) John Gill and HyperCalvinism 
2) Charles Finney and Revivalism 
3) Harry Emerson Fosdick and Liberalism 
4) Hosea Ballou and Universalism 
5) WCC and Ecumenicalism 

 
Session 9: Reformed and Evangelical: Missions for Today – Fri. 9:00am-1:00pm 
 

1) Billy Graham and Lausanne Movement  
2) PCA and Reformed Presybterian Missions 
3) John MacArthur and TMAI 
4) John Piper and Bethlehem Institute 

 
V.  COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
 
The student will be required to: 
 
A. Complete the required reading assignment, which is due after the class is completed, when the 
major paper is submitted. (20% of grade). 
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B. Write a biographical profile of approximately 3,000-3,500 words on a key figure from a reformed 
perspective of missions history, giving specific attention to the their significance in the history of 
missions and their contribution to the mission task (25%). 
 
C. Present a Biblical Foundations for Missions paper of approximately 4,500 words, selecting a key 
passage (or passages) from Scripture and demonstrating how these verses are foundation to the 
church’s understanding of missions and evangelism (30%).  
 
D. Present a Theology of Missions paper of five to seven pages in length, indicating the major 
Missiological motifs, biblical foundations and implications for the life of the church and the disciple 
(25%). 
 
All required papers should be submitted in the form of the latest edition of Turabian. 
 
VI.  BIBLIOGRAPHY 
 
Allen, Roland. Missionary Methods: St. Paul’s or Ours? (London: World Dominion Press), 1912. 
 
____ . The Spontanous Expansion of the Church (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans), 1962. 
 
Anderson, Gerald H. “American Protestants in Pursuit of Mission: 1886-1986,” IBMR 12:98-118. 
 
Anderson, Gerald H., et al, eds. Mission Legacies: Biographical Studies of the Modern Missionary  
 Movement (Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books), 1994.  
 
Bassham, R. Mission Theology: 1948-1975 Years of Worldwide Creative Tension—Ecumenical,  
 Evangelical, and Roman Catholic (Pasadena, CA: William Carey Library Publishers), 1979. 
 
Bavinck, J.H. Introduction to the Science of Missions (Philadelphia: P&R), 1960. 
 
Bevans, Stephen B. and Rober P. Schroeder. Constants in Context: A Theology of Mission for 
 Today (Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books), 2004. 
 
Blanchard, John. Right With God (Edinburgh: Banner of Truth), 1988. 
 
Chaney, Charles L. Church Planting at the End of the Twentiety Century (Wheaton, IL: Tyndale 
 House Publishers, Inc.), 1993. 
 
Conn, Harvie M. Eternal Word and Changing Worlds: Theology, Anthropology and Mission in  
 Trialogue (Grand Rapids: Zondervan), 1984. 
 
Clowney, Edmund. The Church: Contours of Christian Theology (Downers Grove, IL:  InterVarsity), 
1995. 
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Crossman, Meg. ed. Worldwide Perspectives: Biblical, Historical, Strategic, and Cultural Dimensions 
of God’s Plan for the Nations (Seattle: YWAM Publishing), 2003.   

 
Forman, Charles. “A History of Foreign Mission Theory in America,” in R. Pierce Beaver, American 

Missions in Bicentennial Perspective (Pasadena, CA: William Carey Library Publishers), 1977. 
 
Hedlund, Roger. Roots of the Great Debate in Mission: Mission in Historical and Theological  

Perspective (Bangalore, India: Theological Book Trust), 1993 
 
Hesselgrave, David J. Communicating Christ Cross-Culturally, 2nd ed. (Grand Rapids: Zondervan), 

1991. 
 
Hiebert, Paul G. Anthropological Insights for Missionaries (Grand Rapids: Baker Book House), 1985. 
 
____ . Anthropological Reflections on Missiological Issues (Grand Rapids: Baker Book House), 1994.  
 
Hoke, Steven and Bill Taylor. Send Me! Your Journey to the Nations (Pasadena, CA: William Carey 

Library Publishers), 1999. 
 
Hutchinson, William. Errand to the World: American Protestant Theology and Foreign Missions  
  (Chicago: University of Chicago Press), 1987.  
 
Kane, J. Herbert. A Concise History of the Christian World Mission (Grand Rapids: Baker Book  
  House), 1982. 
 
Keller, Tim. Ministries of Mercy: The Call of the Jericho Road, 2nd ed. (Phillipsburg, NJ: P&R), 1997. 
 
Kostenberger, Andreas J. and Peter T. O’Brien. Salvation to the Ends of the Earth: A Biblical Theology 

of Mission (Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press), 2001. 
 
Kraemer, Hendrick. The Christian Message in a Non-Christian World (London: Edinburgh House  
  Press), 1947. 
 
Kraft, Charles H. Christianity and Culture: A Study in Dynamic Biblical Theologizing in Cross- 
 Cultural Perspective (Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books), 1981. 
 
Latourette, Kenneth S. A History of the Expansion of Christianity, 7 vols (Grand Rapids:  Zondervan), 
1970. 
 
Livingstone, Greg. Planting Churches in Muslim Cities: A Team Approach. (Grand Rapids: Baker  
 Book House), 1993. 
 
Lossky, Nicholas, et al, eds. Dictionary of the Ecumentacal Movement (Geneva: WCC 
 Publications), 1991. 
 
Metzger, Will. Tell the Truth:The Whole Gospel to the Whole Person by Whole People (Downers  
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 Grove: InterVarsity Press), 2002. 
 
Miller, C. John. Powerful Evangelism for the Powerless (Phillipsburg, NJ: P&R), 1997. 
 
Miller, Darrow L. Discipling Nations: The Power of the Truth to Transform Cultures (Seattle:  
 YWAM), 1999. 
 
Moreau, A. Scott, ed. Evangelical Dictionary of World Missions (Grand Rapids: Baker Book 
 House), 2000. 
 
Moreau, A. Scott, Corwin, Gary R. and McGee, Gary B. Introducting World Missions: A Biblical,  
 Historical and Practical Survey (Grand Rapids: Baker Book House), 2004. 
 
Neill, Stephen, Gerald H. Anderson and John Goodwin, eds. Concise Dictionary of the Christian  
 World Mission (Nashville: Abingdon Press), 1971. 
 
Neill, Stephen. A History of Christian Missions (NY: Penguin Books), 1990. 
 
Nida, Eugene A. Message and Mission: The Communication of the Christian Faith, rev. ed. 
 (Pasadena, CA: William Carey Library Publishers), 1990. 
 
Packer, J.I. Evangelism and the Sovereignty of God (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity), 1961. 
 
Piper, John. Let the Nations Be Glad! The Supremacy of God in Missions (Grand Rapids: Baker  Book 
House), 2003. 
 
Reid, Alvin. Introduction to Evangelism (Nashville: Broadman & Holman),1998. 
 
Stott, John. ed. Making Christ Known: Historic Mission Documents from the Lausanne Movement  
 (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans), 1997. 
 
Terry, John Mark. Evangelism: A Concise History (Nashville: Broadman & Holman), 1994. 
 
Terry, John Mark, Ebbie Smith and Justice Anderson. Missiology: An Introduction to the  Foundations, 
History and Strategies of World Missions (Nashville: Broadman & Holman),  1998.  
 
Thomas, Norman E. ed. Classic Texts in Mission and World Christianity. American Society of  
 Missionlogy Series, no. 20 (Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books), 1995. 
 
Verkuyl, J. Contemporary Missiology: An Introduction, trans. and ed. By Dale Cooper (Grand 
 Rapids: Eerdmans), 1978. 
 
Walls, Andrew F. The Missionary Movement in Christian History: Studies in the Transmission of 
 Faith (Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books), 2004. 
 


