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Course Description
This course explores what H. Richard Niebuhr calls “the enduring problem” of how to relate Christ to culture. We will employ a blend of theological and sociological analyses to understand the nature of the Church and the world, to examine the historical antecedents to our time, and to unpack the nature of our cultural moment.  Particular attention will be paid to social forces such as secularization, pluralism, individualism, industrialization, the therapeutic, modern science, and consumerism. We consider what it means to be “the Church for the world and against the world.” The growth of Christianity in third world countries and in urban settings is also considered.
Required Books

-H. Richard Niebuhr, Christ and Culture

-David Bruce Hegeman, Plowing in Hope: Toward a Biblical Theology of Culture

-Marva Dawn, Powers, Weakness, and the Tabernacling of God

-Craig Gay, The Way of the Modern World
Course Requirements

Reading Reports (1,000 words each)—3 reports at 10% each
30%


Exam







30%


Paper (2,500 words)





40%

The reading report for The Way of the Modern Worlds is due March 4. The report for Powers, Weakness, and the Tabernacling of God is due March 25. The report for Plowing in Hope is due April 22. For the reading report you are first asked to read closely, understanding the author on his/her terms and then depicting his/her argument fairly and responsibly in your report.  Second, you are to engage the argument of each author critically, highlighting strengths and weaknesses and explaining where you agree or disagree and why.

The take-home exam is due May 22, 2008. When you are ready to take it email me and I will send you the exam as an attachment.
The final paper is due May 22, 2008. I want this paper to be helpful to you.  If you serve in ministry, please select a topic that is relevant and practical to your ministry.  If you are planning on pursuing more graduate studies, please select a topic and approach that has an academic or theoretical dimension to it. More will be said regarding the topics and guidelines for the paper during the week of the course.

Course Schedule
Feb 5
Lecture Topics:

-Defining our Terms
-Gospel, Culture, and Church
-What is Culture? Culture and the Church and To Change the World
Reading:
-Michael Budde and Robert Brimlow, “Being Useful in a Global Age”



-Edmund Clowney, “The Colony of Heaven” and “The Church in the World’s Cultures”
Feb 13    (Please notice that THIS class session is on Wednesday. The lecture will be recorded if you cannot attend class.)
Lecture Topics:

-Ecclesiology: What is the church and why does it matter?
-Christ and Culture: The Enduring Problem


Reading:

-H. Richard Niebuhr, Christ and Culture
Feb 19
Lecture Topics:

-Enlightenment Religion: Shattering the Classical Balance
-1960s


Reading:

-Robert Ellwood, “Magic if Afoot, War is Prophesied: Foundations of the Sixties”

Feb 26

Lecture Topics:

-Belief in America: From Dwellers to Seekers to Spiritual Marketplace


-Evangelical Taxonomy in America Today

Reading:

-David Brooks, “Spiritual Life”
-James D. Hunter, “Cultural Conflict in America” and “The Anatomy of Cultural Conflict”
Mar 4 



Lecture Topics:

-Church Growth Movement

-Pluralism
Reading:


Reading report due for Way of the Modern World
Mar 11
Lecture Topic:

-Consumerism and the Church

Reading:

-Michael Sandel, “What Money Can’t Buy”


-Kimon Sargeant, Seeker Churches, 106-133, 163-190
-Philip Kenneson, “Selling [Out] the Church”
Mar 18

Lecture Topics:
-Making Sense of our Time: Pluralism, Individualism, and the Therapeutic


Reading:

-Robert Bellah, “Religion” and “Individualism” in Habits of the Heart
-James Davison Hunter, “The Psychological Regime” in The Death of Character
-Christian Smith, “God, Religion, Whatever: On Moralistic Therapeutic Deism”
Mar 25

READING WEEK

Reading Report due for Powers, Weakness, and the Tabernacling of God
Apr 1
Lecture Topic:

-Mercy Ministries
Discussion Topic: Church and Culture: Revisiting the Enduring Problem

Discussion Reading:

-Mirslav Volf, “Soft Difference”

-Robert Wilken, “The Church as Culture”

Apr 8

Lecture Topic:


-Popular Culture

Readings:


-Ken Myers, “Christian Reflections on the Dynamics of Popular Culture”


Discussion Topic: Church Against and For the World


Discussion Reading:

-Stanley Hauerwas & William Willimon, Resident Aliens, ch. 4


-Greg Thompson, “Toward Being the Church for the World”


-William Stuntz, “Law and Grace”
Apr 15
Lecture Topic:

-Worship: Time, Space, and the Church in the Redemptive Historical Perspective

Reading:

-Thomas Day, “Ego Renewal”

-Marva Dawn, “Worship to Form a Missional Community”

Apr 22
Discussion Topic:

-The Future of the Church in a Globalized World

Discussion Reading:

-Philip Jenkins, “The Next Christianity”



-Peter Berger, “Globalization and Religion”

Reading Report

Title:________________________________

Author:______________________________

1. Did you read the entire book?

2. Summarize in one paragraph the thesis or argument of the text.

3. Summarize in one paragraph the author’s method of proving her or his thesis.  How does she or he “get there”?

4. What were some key points or passages that you think are relevant for a course on the church and the world in the 20th and 21st centuries?

5. Internal positive assessment:  Assuming the author’s point of view and being aware of what the author hoped and intended to do, write at least two paragraphs about some strengths of the text.  To what extent did the author “pull it off” and accomplish a significant part of what she or he intended?

6. Internal negative assessment:  Assuming the author’s point of view and being aware of what the author hoped and intended to do, write at least two paragraphs about some weaknesses of the text.  How many of your reservations about the text can be expressed from a point of view intrinsic to the text or assuming the author’s point of view?

7. External positive evaluation:  From your perspective and evaluating things in terms of your own commitments and purposes, what are some strengths of the text?  Please write at least two paragraphs.

8. External negative evaluation:  From your perspective and evaluating things in terms of your own commitments and purposes, what are some weaknesses of the text?  Please write at least two paragraphs.

