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Office Hours: call me — 703-408-3157.

Soiree: Jackie and I would like to invite you and spouses/dates (sorry, no children) to dinner at our
home on Saturday, November 7% at 5 p.m. Dress is casual. Please come and enjoy food and friends.
Our address is 13939 Malcolm Jameson Way, Centreville, Virginia 20120.

Course Description:

We will study how we come to salvation in Christ and what that salvation brings us in Christ.

1. To increase understanding and confidence in historic Christian doctrine.

2. To present God’s eschatological work of saving sinners, and ways of speaking about his salvation
consistent with Scripture.

3. To elicit a greater love for our Triune God and his revelation.

Texts

! Taking the systematic theology courses in sequence—though not required—will increase your
ability in theology. However, first-time students may like to look at S. Grenz, Pocket Dictionary of
Theological Terms, and J. van Genderen and W.H. Velema, Concise Reformed Dogmatics. They are
not assigned, but “ConRefDog” is quite compatible with Bavinck.


mailto:hgriffith@rts.edu

Herman Bavinck, Reformed Dogmatics, Volumes 3 and 4 (HB 3 and HB 4) (If you have
trouble ordering this or other books from Amazon, try the Westminster Seminary

bookstore at www.wtsbooks.com).

Richard B. Gaffin, By Faith, Not By Sight: Paul and the Order of Salvation (Waynesboro, GA:
Paternoster, 2000).

Richard B. Gaffin, “Theonomy and Eschatology: Reflections on Postmillennialism” on
iqweb.

Howard Griffith, ““The First Title of the Spirit’: Adoption in Calvin’s Soteriology” (on
iqweb).

“The Report on Justification Presented to the Seventy-third General Assembly of the
Orthodox Presbyterian Church,” http://www.opc.org/GA/justification.pdf.

Bruce K. Waltke, “Kingdom Promises as Spiritual” in J. Feinberg, ed., Continuity and
Discontinuity: Essays in Honor of S. Lewis Johnson (Westchester, Ill: Crossway, 1988),
on iqweb.

The Westminster Confession of Faith (WC) and the Westminster Shorter Catechism (SC).

N. T. Wright, Justification: God’s Plan and Paul’s Vision (SPCK, 2009).

1.

Class attendance is required. I will not call the roll, but students who are often absent or

late without excuse will be penalized. There is a lecture outline on iqweb.

2.

You are asked to complete all reading assignments by the dates indicated below.” Completed

reading will be worth 10% of your final grade. I will ask about it on the final exam.

Weekly Assignments

Date Lecture Topic Required Reading

August 31 Orientation to Soteriology HB 3, Chapter 9, pp. 485-
and Eschatology 540; WC Chs. 8, 9.

2 Note there are other readings that will be tested on the final exam. See 5. below.


http://www.wtsbooks.com/
http://www.opc.org/GA/justification.pdf

September 14

The relationship of
“Salvation” and “Last

Things” in Scripture

Gaffin, By Faith, Chapters 1-
2; SC 29-30.

September 21 Union with Christ HB 3, Chapter 9, pp. 541-
595.

September 28 Union with Christ

October 5 Regeneration HB 4, Chapter 1. WC 10;
SC31-32.

October 12 Faith HB 4, Chapter 2; WC 14;
SC 32, 86, 87.

October 19 Sanctification HB 4, Chapter 4; Gatffin, By
Faith, Chapter 3; WC 13,
15, 16; SC 35, 39-83.

October 26 Midterm exam | Justification HB 4, Chapter 3.

due

Justification Galffin, By Faith, Chapter 4

and Epilogue; WC 11; SC
33.

November 2
November 9 Sanctification and Griffith, ““The First Title of
Perseverance the Spirit...””; WC 12, 17,

18; SC 34.

November 16 Paper due’ Death and Judgment HB 4, Chapters 12-13.

November 30 Heaven and Hell HB 4, Chapter 14; WC 32,
33; SC 37, 38.

December 7 Millennial Views, The HB 4, Chapters 15-18.

Return of Christ Waltke, “Kingdom
Promises...”; Gaffin,
“Theonomy and
Eschatology...”
December 14 Final Exam Congratulations!!
3. Midterm Exam on the Doctrine of Soteriology (everything we have covered to that point).

This 3-hour exam will be posted on iqweb, and you may take it any time from Tuesday, October
19* until Monday, October 26™. The exam is due at the beginning of class on Monday, October

26™. 1 do not accept late exams.* This exam is worth 30 % of your final grade.

4, Term paper: In 7-10 pages (double spaced, 12-point font) discuss a topic in the area of

soteriology or eschatology. The paper is due at the beginning of class on November 16™. I do not

3 L , ,
The conjunction of the due date and the lecture topic has no meaning!

4 See appendix below, Policy on Late Assignments.




accept late papers. You should get started right away because the due date is three weeks after the
midterm. The paper must have a thesis statement, and appropriate biblical and theological
argument of your thesis. You must use at least eight good sources including the Westminster

Standards. See appendix below for other required _




