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Office Hours: make an appointment — I will be delighted to meet with you.

Soiree: Jackie and I would like to invite you and your spouse (or date, sorry, no children) to our
home for dinner, time to be announced. Come enjoy food and friends. Dress is casual. Our
address is 13939 Malcolm Jameson Way, Centreville, Virginia 20120.

Goals'

1. To give reasons for confidence in the absolute authority of Scripture as God’s Word.

2. To show that disbelief and disobedience to Scripture are inconsistent with faith in Jesus

Christ.

3. To present God as covenant Lord and ways of speaking about him consistent with his
Lordship as revealed in Scripture.

4. To elicit a greater love for our Triune God and his revelation.
Texts

Herman Bavinck, “Common Grace” (available on the course homepage).

! Taking the systematic theology courses in sequence—though not required—will improve your
ability in theology and your grades. However, first-time students may like to look at S. Grenz,
Pocket Dictionary of Theological Terms, and ]. van Genderen and W.H. Velema, Concise Reformed
Dogmatics. They are not assigned, but “ConRefDog” is quite compatible with Bavinck.


mailto:hgriffith@rts.edu

Herman Bavinck, Reformed Dogmatics, Volumes 1 and 2 (HB 1 and 2). Focus your reading
by using the study guides found on the course homepage.

John M. Frame, “Does the Bible Affirm Open Theism?” (on the course homepage).

Richard B. Gaffin, “The New Testament as Canon” (on the course homepage).

Richard B. Gaffin, “What About Tongues and Prophecy Today?” (on the course homepage).

Meredith G. Kline, The Structure of Biblical Authority, Revised Edition.

John Murray, “The Attestation of Scripture” (on course the homepage).

James 1. Packer, God Has Spoken, 37 Edition.

Herman Ridderbos, Redemptive History and the New Testament Scriptures.

Cornelius Van Til, “Nature and Scripture” (on the course homepage). Do not worry about
the philosophers — I am interested in the relationship between general and special
revelation.

N. T. Wright, The Last Word: Scripture and the Authority of God — Getting Beyond the Bible
Wars.

The Westminster Confession of Faith (WC).

Assignments

1. Class attendance is required. I will not call the roll, but students who are often absent or

late without excuse will be penalized.

2. You are asked to complete all reading assignments on the dates indicated below. Completed
reading will be worth 10% of your final grade. I will ask about it on the final exam.

Weekly Assignments

Date Lecture Topic Required Reading

February 1 1 Introduction HB 2, Editor’s Introduction,
Chapters 1-2; WC'1.1

February 8 2 God’s Names HB 2, Chapter 3; W(C2.1-2

February 15 3 Incommunicable Attributes HB 2, Chapter 4, Frame,
“Open Theism”; WC 2.1-2

February 22 4 Communicable Attributes HB 2, Chapter 5

March 1 5 Trinity HB 2, Chapter 6; WC 2.3

March 8 6 Trinity




March 15 7 Decree HB 2, Chapter 7; WC 3

March 22 8 Creation HB 2, Chapters 8-10; WC 4
April 5 Midterm due 9 Providence HB 2, Chapter 14; &
“Common Grace”; WC5
April 12 10 Special Revelation and “Nature and Scripture”; WC
Scripture 1.1
April 19 11 Canon Structure of Bib. Auth., Part 1

and Part II: Chapters 1 and 2;
“NT as Canon”; Ridderbos,
Redemptive History; WC 1.2-5

April 26 12 Inspiration HB 1, Chapter 13
May 3 13 Inerrancy “Attestation of Scripture”
May 10 Paper due 14 Authority, Necessity, HB 1, Chapter 14; Gatffin,
Clarity, Sufficiency “What About Tongues and
Prophecy”; WC 1.6-10
May 17 Final Exam In class Congratulations!
3. Midterm Exam on the Doctrine of God (everything we have covered to that point).

This 3-hour exam will be on the course homepage, and you may take it any time from Tuesday,
March 23" until Monday, April 5*. The exam is due at the beginning of class on Monday, April 5.

I do not accept late exams. This exam will be worth 30% of your final grade.

4, Final Exam, only on material covered since the midterm (basically the Doctrine of
Scripture). This 2-hour exam will be given in class on the evening of May 17" at 7:30 pm. The
exam will be worth 30% of your final grade.

5. Term paper: In 7-10 pages (double spaced, 12-point font) discuss the doctrines of Scripture
held respectively by two Anglican theologians, J. I. Packer and N. T. Wright. The paper should
demonstrate a solid grasp of the assigned reading and lectures and should address issues related to:
the role the Bible plays in God’s redemptive purposes (i.e., the Bible as a means of grace), the nature
of biblical authority, the meaning of inspiration, and the nature of inerrancy.

The paper is due in hard copy (not electronic) typed, 12-point font, double-spaced, at the
beginning of class on May 10™. I do not accept late papers. The paper must have a thesis statement,
and appropriate biblical and theological argument of your thesis. You must use at least eight good

sources including the Westminster Standards. See appendix below for other required _




