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Course Description:

Goals

1. To increase understanding and confidence in historic Christian doctrine.

2. To present our creation and fall in Adam and our new creation in Christ, and ways of speaking of
them faithful to Scripture.

3. To elicit a greater love for Christ our Lord.
Texts
Herman Bavinck, Reformed Dogmatics, Volumes 2 and 3 (HB 2 and HB 3). (If you have

trouble ordering this or other books from Amazon, try the Westminster Seminary
bookstore at www.wtsbooks.com).

Stephen Clark, ed. 7THE FORGOTTEN CHRIST: Exploring the majesty and mystery of God
incarnate (Nottingham: Apollos, 2007).

! Taking the systematic theology courses in sequence (despite statements to the contrary), though
not required, will improve your ability and grades in theology. However, first-time students may
like to look at J. van Genderen and W. H. Velema, Concise Reformed Dogmatics. It is not assigned,
but “ConRefDog” is quite compatible with Bavinck.


mailto:hgriffith@rts.edu
http://www.wtsbooks.com/

John M. Frame, “Law and Gospel” (on the course homepage).

John Murray, The Covenant of Grace, A Biblico-Theological Study (Philipsburg, N.]J.: P&R,
1988).

James I. Packer, “Introduction: On Covenant Theology” in Herman Witsius, 7he Economy
of the Covenants (on the course homepage).

Vern S. Poythress, “The Church as A Family: Why Male Leadership in the Family Requires
Male Leadership in the Church,” available at http://www.frame-
poythress.org/poythress articles/1990TheChurch.htm

The Westminster Confession of Faith (WC) and the Westminster Shorter Catechism (SC).

Lecture Outline

In Adam:

1. The Creation Covenant.

2. The Image of God.

3. Origin and transmission of sin.
4. Nature of sin.

In Christ:

5. The Covenant Mediator.
5.1. Christ as covenant servant
5.2. unipersonality— John 1:1-4; Heb 1; Col 1:15-20
5.3. summary of controversies
5.4. “communication of attributes”
6. Christ in Humiliation.
6.1. “all his life, especially in his death.” miracles of Jesus
6.2. N T terms for redemption
6.3. centrality of penal substitution
7. Christ in Exaltation.
7.1. the resurrection as the redemption of Christ
7.2. “even after his exaltation, there remains much for Christ to do.”
8. The Covenant of New Creation (Grace).

8.1. nature of covenant — unilateral, bilateral, future oriented
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Assignments

1. Class attendance is required. I will not call the roll, but students who are often absent or

late without excuse will be penalized.

2. You are asked to complete all reading assignments on the dates indicated below. Completed

reading will be worth 10% of your final grade. I will ask about it on the final exam.

Date Lecture Topic Required Reading
February 17 In Adam: HB 2: Chapters 11-13. WC
1 The Creation Covenant Chs. 4 & 7.
February 24 Gaffin, “The Last Adam, the
life-giving Spirit” in Clark,
The Forgotten Christ.
March 3 2 The Image of God “The Church as Family”;
HB 3: Chapter 1.
March 10 3 The Origin and HB 3: Chapter 2-3. WC
Transmission of Sin Chapter 6.
March 17 4 The Nature of Sin HB 3: Chapter 4.
March 24 Midterm Due In Christ: McGowan, “Affirming
5 The Covenant Mediator Chalcedon,” and Eveson,

“The Inner or psychological
life of Christ” in The
Forgotten Christ; HB 3:
Chapter 6. WC Chapter 8.

April 7 6 Christ in Humiliation Wells, “The Cry of
dereliction: the beloved Son
cursed and condemned” in
The Forgotten Christ

April 14 HB 3: Chapter 7.

April 21 7 Christ in Exaltation HB 3: Chapter 8.

April 28

May 5 8 The Covenant of New Murray, The Covenant of

Creation (Grace)

Grace, all; HB 3: Chapter 5;
Frame, “Law and Gospel”;
Packer, “Introduction: On

Covenant Theology”

May 12 Paper due




May 19 l (in classroom) Final Exam ‘ Congratulations!! l

3. Midterm Exam on the Doctrine of Anthropology (everything we have covered to that point).
This 2-hour exam will be posted on the course homepage, and you may take it any time from
Thursday, March 18 until Wednesday, March 24®. The exam is due at the beginning of class on
Wednesday, March 24®. T do not accept late exams. This exam will be worth 30% of your final
grade.

4, Final Exam, on the Doctrine of Christology (all material covered since the midterm). This
3-hour exam will be given in class on Wednesday, May 19" at 7:30 PM. This exam will be worth
30% of your final grade.

5. Term paper: In 7-10 pages (double spaced, 12-point font) discuss a topic in the area of
Christology. The paper is due at the beginning of class on Wednesday, May 12 (no electronic
submissions). I do not accept late papers. The paper must have a thesis statement and appropriate
biblical and theological argument of your thesis. You must use at least eight good sources including
the Westminster Standards. See appendix below for other required term paper standards. The




