Mentoring For Ministry Course
“Empowering the Church Through Mentoring”
RTS, Atlanta
Summer of 2011

Course Title — Mentoring for Ministry (4DM830)
Class Schedule: 8-5pm on Tuesday-Friday, July 26-29

Purpose of the Course — To empower the Church to Fulfill the Great Commission
Through Biblical Mentoring Methodology

Course Description — This Mentoring Training Course is designed to be a practical
overview of the ministry of mentoring and its broad application to all areas of church life.
It is structured to cover the fundamental aspects of the biblical paradigm for mentoring as
well as offer a comprehensive overview of this topic including current literature. Tools
will be offered to assist students to follow the model of Jesus, the Master Teacher who
laid down for His followers a pattern of worldwide ministry impact that centered around
mentoring. The atmosphere will be one of interactive learning designed to develop in
students a balance of knowledge (learning), understanding (equipping), and wisdom
(engaging) in the fine art of mentoring. Also, guest presenters who have developed actual
mentoring models will be featured throughout the course.

Course Objectives:

The overall goal of the class is to stir our zeal for mentoring, root it in the soil
of biblical content, and ground it on the foundation of sound theology.

To build confidence to overcome the natural distractions inherent in doing
mentoring.

To de-mystify mentoring and make it practical and understandable.

To learn insights, approaches, and practices in mentoring that are current and
relevant to influencing people in today’s culture.

To learn a comprehensive view of mentoring as a process, not as point action.

Topics to be Covered:

The Current Climate
Introduction and Overview
Cultural Considerations
The Current Leadership Deficit in the Church
The Vibrant Relationship Between Community and Spirituality

The Biblical and Theological Foundations Mentoring
Mentoring Rooted in the Theology of the Trinity

Scriptural Basis for Mentoring
New Testament Terms for Mentors and Protégé’s



The Apostolic Paradigm for Mentoring
Biblical Examples of Mentoring Relationships

Historical Precedents
The Rabbinic Model — Jesus Contemporaries
The Spiritual Director Model — Monastics and Mystics
The Pastoral Model — Richard Baxter
The Seminary Model — The Log College

Review of Current Literature
Renewed Interest in Mentoring
Emerging Definitions
Mentoring Explosion

Ministry Model
A Mentoring Paradigm that is Biblical
Mentoring and Church structure
A Paradigm for the Mentoring Church
Mentoring Spheres of Application and Sub-congregations
Mentoring Word Pictures

Course Requirements - three components:

1. Assigned reading of approximately 2,000 pages to be completed before attending
the classroom session.

2. A one-week (four days) session of classroom meetings for lectures, reflection, and
evaluation. Tuesday-Friday, July 26-29 — 8-5pm.

3. A post-session integration paper growing out of the reading and class work must
be submitted on some aspect of Mentoring. The specific topic must be approved

by Dr. Saxon by the end of the class week and the completed assignment must be
submitted by October 31, 2011.

Required Reading List

*Approximately 2,000 pages of reading should be done from the following books
before the week of class.
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Hendricks, Howard & William. Building Character In a Mentoring Relationship — As
Iron Sharpens Iron (Chicago, IL: Moody Press, 1995, 229 pages).
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Benner, David G. Care of Souls — Revisioning Christian Nurture and Counsel (Grand Rapids,
MI: Baker Books, 2000, 238 pages).
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Stanley, Paul D. and Clinton, J. Robert. Connecting — The Mentoring Relationships You Need To
Succeed In Life (Colorado Springs, CO: NavPress, 1992, 229 pages).
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Otto, Donna. Finding a Mentor, Being a Mentor (Eugene, OR: Harvest House Publishers, 2001,
246 pages).

Biehl, Bobb. Mentoring — Confidence in Finding a Mentor and Becoming One (Nashville, TN:
Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1996, 182 pages).
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Elmore, Tim. Mentoring — How to Invest Your Life in Others (Atlanta, GA: EQUIP, 1998, 218
pages).
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Campbell, Regi. Mentoring Like Jesus (Nashville, TN: B&H Publishing Group, 2009, 152
pages).
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Benner, David G. Sacred Companions — The Gift of Spiritual Friendship & Direction (Downers
Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2002, 235 pages).

HIOI N M. A Z8F AL Off =L LF (Z AL IVP) 335 1 O] K|

Rabey, Steve & Lois. Side by Side — A Handbook (Colorado Springs, CO: NavPress, 2000, 280
pages).
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Moon, Gary W. and Benner, David G. Spiritual Direction and The Care of Souls (Downers
Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2004, 242 pages).
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Anderson, Keith R. and Reese, Randy D. Spiritual Mentoring — A Guide for Seeking and Giving
Direction (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1999, 170 pages).
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Stoddard, David A. The Heart of Mentoring — Ten Proven Principles For Developing People To
Their Fullest Potential (Colorado Springs, CO: NavPress, 2003, 211 pages).
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Coleman, Robert E. The Master Plan of Evangelism (Old Tappan, New Jersey: Fleming H.
Revell Company, 1964, 126 pages).
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Baxter, Richard. The Reformed Pastor (Carlisle, PA: The Banner of Truth Trust, 1974, 256
pages).
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Peterson, Eugene H. Working The Angles — The Shape of Pastoral Integrity (Grand Rapids, MI:
William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1988, 131 pages).
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Teacher/Professor — This course will be led by Dr. James Saxon, an ordained
PCA minister since 1979, who has actively served in the pastorate for the last 32 years.
He was converted to Christ at the age of twenty while a student at the University of
Alabama. His conversion was so dramatic that he decided against going into the business
world with his Marketing Degree and instead began pursuit of his call to pastoral ministry
by enrolling in RTS Jackson in the summer of 1975. After serving as a youth director and
taking a year internship at the well-known Spanish River Presbyterian Church in Boca
Raton, Florida, he discerned God’s calling to go into church planting. He founded and
pastored the Tampa Bay Presbyterian Church, in Tampa, Florida for 20 years and had
oversight of the founding of one daughter church, Redeemer Presbyterian Church in
Brandon, Florida. He joined the staff of the fast-growing, outreach-minded Church of
The Apostles in Atlanta in the fall of 2000. Since coming to Apostles, he has served in a
variety of staff roles and has recently assumed the role of Director of ApostlesLife

In addition to being a successful church-planter, James spearheaded the founding
of the Southwest Florida Presbytery in the early 1990’s, and then led the effort to host the
2000 General Assembly in Tampa by that presbytery. He graduated from the RTS
Doctorate of Ministry program in the spring of 2005, completing his dissertation entitled,
“Empowering the Local Church through Mentoring” which featured a practicum that
field-tested mentoring seminary students as a part of their theological education. He was
motivated to address the topic of Mentoring in his dissertation due to the dynamic results
he experienced in his long-term Tampa pastorate during which he had the opportunity to
test a variety of ministry methodologies ranging from large groups to one-to-one
relationships. It was though this experience that he came to understand the unique
transformational power of mentoring.

He is currently the director of the ministry initiative entitled ApostlesL.ife, the
outreach ministry strategy for the next twenty years of the church. He also oversees the
men’s mentoring ministry track entitled “Next Generation - Small Group Mentoring”. He
also supervises three departments — Children’s, Student, College and Young Adult
ministries.

Since 2005, he has served as a guest lecturer at RTS Atlanta and has taught two
courses, Evangelism and Pastoral Care. This summer he will be teaching Introduction to
Pastoral and Theological Studies. Though he is currently involved in outreach ministry,
he is a pastor at heart and his life ministry verse is Colossians 1:28, “And we proclaim
Him, admonishing every man and teaching every man with all wisdom, that we may
present every man complete in Christ.”



