
 2MS518 MISSIONS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 by 
 
 Elias dos Santos Medeiros 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 COURSE DESIGN 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Master of Divinity 
 Reformed Theological Seminary 
 
 
 
 Orlando, Florida 
 Summer 2011 A.D. 





 
 1 

REFORMED THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
 
2MS518 MISSIONS 
 
PROFESSOR: Dr. Medeiros 
 
EDUCATIONAL OBJECTIVES OF THE COURSE 
 

This course introduces the student to four key Amissiological@ motivations as 
they relate to the Christian ministry: pastoral, biblical/theological, historical, and 
practical (strategy).  Our goal is to learn in order to reach.  The question to 
keep in mind is this: What does it have to do with God=s glory, the edification 
(building up) of the church, and the salvation of the unconverted across the 
street and around the world?  These Alectures@ and activities have been 
designed to be reproduced in the context of the local churches. 

 
FORMAT 
 

ALectures,@ guest lecturers, small group interactions, seminars, video 
presentations, and discussions. 

 
TOPICS TO BE CONSIDERED 
 

Pastoral Motivation: Preaching 
 

The Problem of Every Human Being Who Ever Lived 
The Greatest Joy of Every Human Being Who Ever Lived 
The Ultimate Purpose of the Christian Ministry (Service) 
Matthew 4, 9, 28 and Acts 1:1-8 

 
(The Status of World AEvangelization@ Today) 

 
Biblical/Theological Motivation: Let the Nations Be Glad 

 

What is the Bible All About? 
Exegeting Words in the Light of the Scriptures 

Evangelism 
Evangelist, 
Evangelize 
Mission, 
Missionary, 
Missionary Work, 
Mission Field 
AMissional@ (the Anew@ kid in the block) 

 



 
 2 

Historical Motivation: Biographies 
The Servants 
The Places (Geo-graphy X Theo-graphy) 
The Work 

 
Practical Motivation: StrategyBAJust Do Something@ 

Current Issues in Mission Strategies 
Case Study: One of the World Religions 

Church Planting and Cultural AAnthropology@ 
Case Study: The Taliabo Story 

Ten Practical Ways to Involve Your Local Church to Minister 
 
 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
 

Attendance--AClassroom attendance is for the glory of God and 
preparation for the gospel ministry. Students therefore are expected to 
attend class sessions. No student should absent himself from classes in order 
to fulfill requirements or responsibilities of other classes....@ (RTS Catalogue). 

 

Three reading reportsBThe careful reading of the assigned materials and 
three reading reports (two pages each per book), single space, highlighting 
the main propositions, statements, theses, principles, etc, gathered from the 
reading.  Due on August. 

 
Participation in the classroom activities (Amission@ reports/prayer, and 
presentations).  

 
The first 20 minutes of the first class of each day will be dedicated to 
Amission reports@ and prayer.  Read Genesis 18:16-25, 32-33; Isaiah 
56:7; Mark 11:17; 1 Timothy 2:1-6. 

 
Small Group discussions and facilitators.  Choose a Facilitator to 
represent your group. 

 
A Alecture@ presentation in a small group setting (Sunday School, for 
instance) about the life and ministry of a protestant evangelical Amissionary,@ 
highlighting God=s work through him and his family (wife and children), as well 
as his theology and strategy.  Read Hebrews 11:39-12:2; 13:7. 

 
Interview a non-Christian and write one page report about your experience.  
Due on August. 
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Required readings: 
 
Piper, John. 1997. Let the nations be glad: The supremacy of God in 

missions. Grand Rapids: Baker Books.  Due on August. 
 

Banner of Truth Trust. 1991.  Five Pioneer Missionaries.  Banner of 
Truth.  Due on August.1 

 
Metzger, Will. 2002. Tell the Truth: The Whole Gospel to the Whole 

Person by Whole People: The Training Manual on the 
Message and Method of God-Centered Witnessing to a 
Grace-Centered Gospel. Revised and Expanded. Downers 
Grove: InterVarsity Press.  Due on August. 

 
 
BIBLIOGRAPHY 
 
 
Dictionaries 
 
Anderson, Gerald H. 1999. Biographical dictionary of Christian missions. Grand 

Rapids: Eerdmans. 
 
Moreau, A. Scott ed. 2000. Evangelical dictionary of world missions. Grand 

Rapids: Baker Books. 
 
Corrie, John, J. Samuel Escobar, and Wilbert R. Shenk. 2007. Dictionary of mission 

theology: Evangelical foundations. InterVarsity Press. 
 
 
Recommended Reading 
 
Bavinck, J. Herman. 1960. An introduction to the science of missions. Translated 

by David Hugh Freeman. Phillipsburg, New Jersey: Presbyterian and Reformed 
Publishing Company. 

 

                                
        1  Suggestions: Davies, Ron. 2002. A heart for mission: Five pioneer thinkers. 
Ross-shire, Great Britain: Christian Focus.  Or select, at least, 10 (ten) of these 
biographies: http://www.desiringgod.org/resource-library/biographies/by-title 
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Bolt, Peter, and Mark Thompson, eds. 2000. The gospel to the nations: 
Perspectives on Paul=s mission.  Downers Grove: Intervarsity Press. 

 
Driscoll, Mark. 2006.  Confessions of a reformission Rev.: Hard lessons from an 

emerging missional church.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan. 
 
________. 2004.  The radical reformission: Reaching out without selling out.  

Grand Rapids: Zondervan. 
 
Escobar, Samuel. 1994. Missons: New world order. Christianity Today November 

14: 48-52. 
 
Glasser, Arthur F. and Donald A. McGavran. 1983. Contemporary theologies of 

mission. Grand Rapids: Baker Book House. 150-239. 
 
Mandryk, Jason. 2010. Operation world: The definitive prayer guide to every 

nation. Completely revised seventh edition. WEC International; and Biblica 
Publishing. 

 
Köstenberger, Andreas J., and Peter T. O=Brien. 2001. Salvation to the ends of the 

earth: A biblical theology of mission.  New Studies in Biblical Theology 
series.  Leicester: Apollos; and Downers Grove: Intervarsity Press. 

 
Moffett, Samuel Hugh. 1994. Why we go: Recapturing our motivation for missions. 

Christianity Today November 14: 53-55. 
 
Murray, Andrew. Key to the missionary problem. Fort Washington: Christian 

Literature Crusade. 
 
Newbigin, Lesslie. 1994. A word in season: Perspectives on Christian world 

missions. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans; and Edinburgh: Saint Andrew Press. 
 
O'Brien, Peter T. 1995. Gospel and mission in the writings of Paul: An exegetical 

and theological analysis. Grand Rapids: Baker Book House; and Carlisle: 
Paternoster Press. 

 
Reymond, Robert L. 2000. Missionary Paul theologian: A survey of his 

missionary labours and theology. Fearn, Ross-shire, Scotland: Christian 
Focus Publications. 

 
Tennent, Timothy C. 2010. Invitation to world missions: A Trinitarian missiology 

for the twenty-first century. Grand Rapids: Kregel Publications. 
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Thomas, Norman E., ed. 1995. Classic texts in mission & world Christianity: A 

reader's companion to David Bosch's "Transforming Mission." Maryknoll: 
Orbis Books. 

 
Timmer, Daniel C. 2011. A gracious and compassionate God: Mission, salvation 

and spirituality in the book of Jonah. New Studies in Biblical Theology. 
Series editor: D. A. Carson. Leicester, England: Apollos; and Downers Grove, 
Ill.: Inter-Varsity Press. 

 
Verkuyl, Johannes. 1978. Contemporary missiology: An introduction. Grand 

Rapids: Eerdmans Publishing Co. 226-38 
 
Thornbury, John. 1996. David Brainerd: Pioneer missionary to the American 

Indians. Durham: Evangelical Press. 
 
Tucker, Ruth. From Jerusalem to Irian Jaya. Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing 

House, 1983. 
 
Winter, Ralph, and Steven C. Hawthorne, eds. 1999. Perspectives on the world 

Christian movement: A reader.  Third edition. Pasadena: William Carey 
Library. 

 
Woodberry, J. Dudley, Charles Van Engen, and Edgar J. Elliston, eds. 1996. 

Missiological education for the 21st century: The book, the circle, and the 
sandals. Maryknoll: Orbis Books. 

 
 Wright, J. H. Christopher. 2010.  The mission of God=s people: A biblical 

theology of the Church=s mission.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan. 
 
________. 2006.  The mission of God: Unlocking the Bible=s grand narrative. 

Leicester, England: Apollos; and Downers Grove, Ill.: Inter-Varsity Press. 
 
 
 
Other Readings in Biblical Theology of Mission 
 
For texts online see: http://www.religion-online.org/listbycategory.asp?Cat=4.  See 
also  the Bibliography on Mission Studies (International Review of Mission). 
 
Allen, Rolland. 1991 [1962]. Missionary methods: St. Paul's or ours? Grand Rapids: 

Wm. B. Eerdmans. 
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     . The spontaneous expansion of the church: And the causes which hinder it. 
 
Alexander, T. Desmond. 2000 [1995]. From paradise to the promised land: An 

introduction to the main themes of the Pentateuch. Grand Rapids: Baker 
Books. 

 
Allis, Oswald T. 1927. The blessing of Abraham. The Princeton Theological Review 25 

(April): 262-98. 
 
Anderson, Gerald H., ed. 1961. The theology of the Christian mission. London: SCM 

Press Ltd. 
 
Anderson, Gerald H., James M. Phillips, and Robert T. Coote, eds. 1991. Mission in 

the nineteen 90s. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans; and New Haven: Overseas 
Ministries Study Center. 

 
Beale, G. K. 2004. The temple and church=s mission: A biblical theology of the dwelling 

place of God. New Studies in Biblical Theology. Series editor: D. A. Carson. 
Leicester, England: Apollos; and Downers Grove, Ill.: Inter-Varsity Press. 

 
Blauw, Johannes. 1962. The missionary nature of the church. New York: McGraw-Hill 

Book Company, Inc. 
 
Blomberg, Craig L. 1995. The globalization of hermeneutics. Journal of the 

Evangelical Theological Society 38 (December): 581-93. 
 
Bosch, David J. 1991. Transforming mission: Paradigm shifts in theology of mission. 

Maryknoll: Orbis Books. 1-188. 
 
         . 1978. The why and how of a true biblical foundation for mission. In Zending 

op weg naar de toekomst, ed. n.a., 33-45. Kampen: Uitgeversmaatschappij J. 
H. Kok. 

 
Carriker, Timóteo. 1992. Missão Integral: Uma Teologia Bíblica [Wholistic mission: A 

biblical theology]. São Paulo: Editora Sepal. 
 
Conn, Harvie M. 1984. Eternal word and changing worlds: Theology, Anthropology, 

and mission in trialogue. Phillipsburg: Publishing. 
 
        . 1983. The missionary task of theology: a love/hate relationship? Westminster 

Theological Journal 45: 1-21. 
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Davies, W.D. 1974. The gospel and the land. Berkeley, CA: University of California 

Press. 
 
Dollar, Harold E. 1996. St. Luke's missiology: A cross-cultural challenge. Pasadena: 

William Carey Library. 
 
        . 1993. A biblical-missiological exploration of the cross-cultural dimensions in 

Luke-Acts. San Francisco: Mellen Research University Press. 
Dumbrell, William J. 1991. The faith of Israel: Its expression in the books of the Old 

Testament. Grand Rapids: Baker Book House. 
 
Dyrness, William A. 1992. Invitation to cross-cultural theology: Case studies in 

vernacular theologies. Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing House. 
 
Farley, Edward. 1989. Theologia: The fragmentation and unity of theological 

education. Philadelphia: Fortress Press. 
 
Filbeck, David. 1994. Yes, God of the gentiles, too: The missionary message of the 

Old Testament. Wheaton: The Billy Graham Center. 
 
Gage, Warren Austin. 1984. The gospel of Genesis: Studies in protology and 

eschatology. Foreword by Bruce K. Waltke. Winona Lake: Carpenter Books. 
 
Gilliland, Dean S. ed. 1989. The word among us: Contextualizing theology for mission 

today. Dallas: Word Publishing. 9-138. 
 
Gort, Jerald D. 1980. The contours of the Reformed understanding of Christian 

mission: An attempt at delineation. Calvin Theological Journal 15 
(April-November): 47-60. 

 
Harman, A. M. 1969. Missions in the thought of Jesus. The Evangelical Quarterly 41: 

131-42. 
 
Hedlund, Roger E. 1991. The mission of the church in the world: A biblical theology. 

Grand Rapids: Baker Book House. 
 
Hesselgrave, David J. 1988. Today's choices for tomorrow's mission: An evangelical 

perspective on trends and issues in missions. Grand Rapids: Zondervan 
Publishing House. 131-46. 

 
Holter, Knut. 1988. Missiology and the Old Testament theology of religions. 

Missionalia 16 (April): 4-12. 
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Kaiser, Walter C. 1991. Toward an Old Testament theology. Grand Rapids: 

Zondervan Publishing Books. 
 
Kane, J. Herbert. 1987. Christian missions in biblical perspective. Grand Rapids: 

Baker Book House. 
 
        . 1991. Toward rediscovering the Old Testament. Grand Rapids: Zondervan 

Publishing Books. 
 
Kelly, Douglas F. 1997. Creation and change: Genesis 1.1-2.4 in the light of changing 

scientific paradigms. Ross-shire, Great Britain: Mentor. 
 
Kelly, Douglas F., Hough W. McClure, III, and Philip Rollinson eds. 1992. The 

Westminster Confession of faith: An authentic modern version. Signal 
Mountain, Tennessee: Summertown Texts. 

 
Köstenberger, Andreas J., and Peter T. O=Brien.2001. Salvation to the ends of the 

earth: A biblical theology of mission. New Studies in Biblical Theology 11. 
Series editor: D. A. Carson. Leicester: Appolos; and Downers Grove: 
InterVarsity Press. 

 
Kuiper, R.B. 1966. God-centered evangelism: A presentation of the scriptural theology 

of evangelism. London: The Banner of Truth Trust. 
 
Larkin Jr, William, and Joel F. Williams, eds. 1998. Mission in the New Testament: An 

evangelical approach. New York: Orbis Books. 
 
Leith, John H. 1981. Introduction to the Reformed tradition: A way of being the 

Christian community. Rev. ed. Atlanta: John Knox Press. 50-55. 
 
McKim, Donald K. ed. 1992. Major themes in the Reformed tradition. Grand Rapids: 

Eerdmans. 333-43, 354-71. 
 
Medeiros, Elias. 1993. What is a missionary?  RTS Ministry (Fall): 8-9, 18. 
 
Miller, Patrick D. 1993. The Old Testament and Christian faith. Currents in Theology 

and Mission 20 (August): 245-52. 
 
Nel, Danie T. 1988. Methods and models of context analysis: The challenge to 

missiology. Missionalia 16 (November): 146-56. 
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Newbigin, Lesslie. 1998 [1963]. Trinitarian doctrine for today=s mission. Carlisle: 
Paternoster Press. 

 
O'Brien, Peter T. 1995. Gospel and mission in the writings of Paul: An exegetical and 

theological analysis. Grand Rapids: Baker Book House; and Carlisle: 
Paternoster Press. 

 
Peskett, Howard, and Vinoth Ramachandra. 2003. The message of mission. The Bible 

Speaks Today. Bible Themes Series. Series editor: Derek Tidball. Downers 
Grove: InterVarsity Press. 

 
Peters, George W. 1972. A biblical theology of missions. Chicago: Moody Press. 
 
Reymond, Robert L. 2000. Missionary Paul theologian: A survey of his missionary 

labours and theology. Fearn, Ross-shire, Scotland: Christian Focus 
Publications. 

 
Ridenhour, Thomas E. 1993. The Old Testament and Preaching. Currents in Theology 

and Mission 20 (August): 253-8. 
 
Robertson, O. Palmer. 1980. The Christ of the covenants. Phillipsburg: Presbyterian 

and Reformed Publishing House. 
 
Rommen, Edward, ed. 1995. Spiritual power and missions: Raising the issues. 

Evangelical Missiological Society series 3. Pasadena: William Carey Library. 
 
Scherer, James A. and Stephen B. Bevans eds. 1992. New directions in mission and 

evangelization 1: Basic statements 1974-1991. Maryknoll: Orbis Books. 
 
Schofield, J. N. 1969. Law, prophets, and writings: The religion of the books of the Old 

Testament. London: S.P.C.K. 
 
Stackhouse, Max L. 1988. Apologia: Contextualization, globalization, and mission in 

theological education. With a Foreword by Donald W. Shriver, Jr. Grand 
Rapids: Eerdmans. 

 
Thomas, Norman E., ed. 1995. Classic texts in mission & world Christianity. Maryknoll: 

Orbis Books. 
 
Tippet, Alan. 1987. Introduction to missiology. With a Foreword by Charles H. Kraft 

and Marguerite G. Kraft. Pasadena, California: William Carey Library. 
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Towner, Philip H. 1995. Paradigms lost: Mission to the kosmos in John and in David 
Bosch's biblical models of mission. The Evangelical Quarterly 67:99-119. 

 
Van Engen, Charles. 1996. Mission on the way: Issues in mission theology. Foreword 

by Paul G. Hiebert. Grand Rapids: Baker Book House. 
 
Van Engen, Charles, Dean S. Gilliland, and Paul Pierson, eds. 1993. The good news 

of the kingdom: Mission theology for the third millennium. Maryknoll: Orbis 
Books. 

 
Van Gelder, Craig. 1994. The covenant's missiological character. Calvin Theological 

Journal 29 (April): 190-97. 
 
VanGemeren, Willem A. 1996 [1988]. The progress of redemption: The story of 

salvation from creation to the New Jerusalem. Grand Rapids: Baker Book 
House. 

 
Verkuyl, J. 1978. Contemporary missiology: An introduction. Grand Rapids: Wm. B. 

Eerdmans Publishing Company. 
 
Verstraelen, F. J., ed. 1995. Missiology, an ecumenical introduction: Texts and 

contexts of global Christianity. Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing 
Company. 

 
Vos, Geerhardus. 1954. Biblical Theology: Old and New testaments. Grand Rapids: 

Wm. B. Eerdmans. 
 
Wallace, Ronald S. 1990. Calvin, Geneva, and the reformation: A study of Calvin as 

social reformer, churchman, pastor, and theologian. Grand Rapids: Baker Book 
House; and Edinburgh, UK: Scottish Academic Press. 97-128, 147-65. 

 
Warfield, Benjamin B. 1989. The plan of salvation. Boonton: Simpson Publishing 

Company. 89-106. 
 
Woodbridge, John D., and Thomas Edward McComiskey, eds. 1991. Doing theology 

in today's world: Essays in honor of Kenneth S. Kantzer. Grand Rapids: 
Zondervan Publishing House. 

 
Wright, J. H. Christopher .1995 [1992]. Knowing Jesus through the Old Testament. 

Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press. 
 
 
Websites 
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http://www.joshuaproject.net/ (Check it out) 
http://www.lausanne.org (Check it out) 
http://www.ad2000.org/ (Check it out) 
http://home.snu.edu/~hculbert/intro.htm (Check it out) 
http://home.snu.edu/~hculbert/anthro.htm 
http://www.acts29network.org/ 
http://www.theresurgence.com/ 
http://www.perspectives.org/ 
http://www.uscwm.org/ 
http://www.wholesomewords.org/missions/bioindex.html (Mission Biographies) 
http://www.aims.org/ (Mission Strategies) 
http://www.bu.edu/sth/cgcm/index.html 
http://www.worldchristiandatabase.org/wcd/default.asp (Mission Statistics) 
http://www.newchurches.com/ (Church Planting) 
http://www.acu.edu/ministry/centers_institutes/missions.html 
http://www.monergism.com/thethreshold/articles/topic/missions.html 
http://www.missiology.org/missionsdictionary.htm 
http://www.missiology.org/ 
http://www.gca.cc/ (Church Planting) 
http://www.strategicnetwork.org/ 
http://www.strategicnetwork.org/index.php?loc=kb&view=b&fto=1347 (Biblical 
Theology of Missions) 
http://www.imb.org/biblicalbasis/ (Biblical Basis of Missions) 
http://www.ntslibrary.com/PDF%20Books.htm  (Books online) 
http://www.ntslibrary.com/PDF%20Books/The%20Biblical%20Basis%20of%20Missio
ns.pdf  
(The Biblical Basis of Missions) 
http://www.gutenberg.org/ 
 
http://www.acmcnetwork.com/ 
http://www.asmweb.org/links.htm (Missiology Research Sites) 
http://www.bible-researcher.com/links.html 
http://www.biblicalfoundations.org (Köstenberger=s webpage and blog) 
http://www.everypeople.net/?whichPage=web_missions_resources_taylor_2003.php 
http://www.gmi.org/ (Global Mapping International) 
http://www.martynmission.cam.ac.uk/Research.htm (Henry Martyn CentreBUnited 
Kingdom) 
http://www.missiology.org/ 
http://www.missionresources.com/ (World Christian Resource Directory) 
http://www.missionstudies.org/ (International Association for Mission Studies) 
http://www.mrd.org/ (Mission Resource Directory) 
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http://www.religion-online.org/ (Full texts online) 
http://www.mislinks.org/topics/theology.htm 


