Professor:

Office Hours:

Class Day:

Textbooks:

Objectives:

HISTORY OF CHRISTIANITY Il

Dr. Ryan Reeves

After class (or by appointment)

Tuesdays, 9am to 12pm

Students will be required to read tiilWwing books:

Bruce ShelleyChurch History in Plain Languagéhomas
Nelson (ISBN: 978-0-7180-2553Bkad only pp 237-440

Bruce GordonCalvin, Yale (ISBN: 978-0-3001-2076%Read
all

Philip BenedictChrist’'s Church Purely Reformed: a social
history of Calvinisniale (ISBN: 978-0-3001-0507®ead
only pp 1-254

Mark Noll, The Rise of Evangelicalism: The Age of Edwards,
Whitefield and the Wesley¥P Academic (ISBN: 978-0-8308-
38912)Read all

This is a survey course to introddneedtudent to the history of
the Christian church in the early modern and mogemods
(1500-present). The course objective is to acquamtstudent
with the historical and theological developmentkey figures,
movements, and doctrines. Special emphasis widrbeeading
the primary sources.

Course Requirements:



Exams

Paper

Reading

METHOD:

There will be a mid-term exathe week of March 20". The
exam will be taken in class (30% of your grade)

There will be a final exam at the end of semedtging Exam
Period May 21-24) (30% of your grade)

The paper is worth 30% of your final grade. lillvbe 14+
pages (see below for details). It is due Ma}) b§ 11am. It can
be emailed to mareeves@gordonconwell.edu

The reading report will make up 10% of your fimghde and
will be reported on the final exam.

Paper

The goal of this paper is for students to immagremselves in
the writings of one theologian or major church fgdrom the
lectures. The essay assignment that goes alongwstiheading

Is a reflective, critical examination of the spiat and
theological substance of your reading. To be clearant you

to graze through the writings of just one of thgssat Christian
thinkers: | do_notvant this to be superficial reading assignment
or an exercise in abstract thinking.

Your assignment is to engage with one figure -haes a
reformer you always wanted to learn more about & ra@ally

pour over his devotional, biblical, and theologioairks. Take
notes on things that inspire you, ponder things thallenge
you, and question things that trouble you. Chmspastors and
missionaries have read these works for centurigmeof their

devotional and spiritual diet. If | can get you ked on just
one, | will have done my job!

Throughout the semester, choose one figure (@gathan
Edwards). Use the resources in the library to fmddern
translations of his works. You may choose his sasnor
several of his theological texts. You may also &®oto read
portions of each of these areas. | am always dlail® discuss



this with students (particularly if you are uncertavho to
read).

You should be sure to begin with some biographmwatk on
your source. The assigned texts for this coursee h&hwort
biographies of every major figure, but you may atemsult
other reference works that sketch historical bippres.

It is preferred that you read these works regulértoughout
the semester rather than in one or several sittBygshe end of
the semester, you must have read an equivalerop8ges in
a modern edition—this amounts to 25 pages of regaliweek.

The essay will be graded 1/3 for your writinglstgxecution
and 2/3 on the substance of your reflections. 3itsdare to be
reflective, engaging their readings in the lightsofipture and
the modern world.

The penalty for late papersaee letter grade per day that it is
late, if you have not received permission from pinefessor to
submit it late. If it is turned it at 12:01pm, thiem afraid it will
count as the “next day”, and so will only receiv8 ar lower.
Given that this paper is cumulative for the ensemester,
permission for late papers will be given for ongrisus issues.
Common colds and fatigue, I'm afraid, will not soéf!




Q) THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

Course Objectives Related to MDiv* Student Learning Outcomes

Course: Church History 2
Professor: Ryan M. Reeves
Campus: Orlando
Date: Spring 2012
MDiv* Student Learning Outcomes Rubric Mini-Justification
In order to measure the success of the MDiv curriculum, RTS has defined » Strong
the following as the intended outcomes of the student learning process. » Moderate
Each course contributes to these overall outcomes. This rubric shows the »  Minimal
contribution of this course to the MDiv outcomes. > None
*As the MDiv is the core degree at RTS, the MDiv rubric will be used in this syllabus.
Articulation Broadly understands and articulates knowledge, both 1. Student submits extensive paper
(oral & oral and written, of essential biblical, theological, Strong 2. Exams are heavily based on
written) historical, and cultural/global information, including essays and written communication
details, concepts, and frameworks.
Scripture Significant knowledge of the original meaning of 1. Showing interpretation history is
Scripture. Also, the concepts for and skill to research Minimal a small part of the lectures.
further into the original meaning of Scripture and to
apply Scripture to a variety of modern circumstances.
(Includes appropriate use of original languages and
hermeneutics; and integrates theological, historical,
and cultural/global perspectives.)
Reformed Significant knowledge of Reformed theology and 1. Discuss the Reformed tradition,
Theology practice, with emphasis on the Westminster Strong its history and heritage is an
Standards. .
extensive part of the
reading/lectures
Sanctification Demonstrates a love for the Triune God that aids the
student’s sanctification. None
Desire for Burning desire to conform all of life to the Word of 1. Worldview is driven by our
Worldview God. Moderate knowledge of the past
Winsomely Embraces a winsomely Reformed ethos. (Includes an 1. Understanding Reformed history
Reformed appropriate ecumenical spirit with other Christians, Minimal leads to a proper sense of being
especially Evangelicals; a concern to present the . .
Gospel in a God-honoring manner to non-Christians; winsome with others.
and a truth-in-love attitude in disagreements.)
Preach Ability to preach and teach the meaning of Scripture
to both heart and mind with clarity and enthusiasm. None
Worship Knowledgeable of historic and modern Christian-
worship forms; and ability to construct and skill to None
lead a worship service.
Shepherd Ability to shepherd the local congregation: aiding in
spiritual maturity; promoting use of gifts and callings; None
and encouraging a concern for non-Christians, both
in America and worldwide.
Church/World | Ability to interact within a denominational context, 1. Worldview is driven by our
within the broader worldwide church, and with Minimal knowledge of the past

significant public issues.




