











you've got to work to corral the social time to get down to
the study. They just love to be together. That makes ministry
a lot of fun because there’s a lot of social connection, a lot of
conviviality.”

Gerrit and his pastoral team
work to balance this sense of
fun with a commitment to
helping move their congrega-
tion “Deeper Into Christ and
Further Into the World,” as a
church slogan states. Not that
the pastors have to push hard,
though. “We have an extreme-
ly entrepreneurial congrega-
tion in terms of how they move
outward into the world,” ob-
serves Alec, who serves as as-

Dick Gates  sociate pastor for young adults
and discipleship, and who par-
ticipated in church planting efforts while in seminary.

As an example, Alec explains how a woman in the church
who was teaching at a private Christian school started a
Christ-centered charter school in town as a means of doing
something about the race issue in Baton Rouge. “There’s a
very distinct line here between the haves and the have-nots,”
notes Gerrit. “There are some racial lines that are remarkably
geographically drawn, not by law but by decades of habit.”

First Baton Rouge works to break that habit through a
partnership with Abounding Love Ministries, a historically
African-American church in the city. Among other initia-
tives, the two churches conduct joint vacation Bible school
and community service projects, and the pastors preach for
each other. “These are things not only where one does some-
thing for the other,” Gerrit points out, “but where we do
things together.” He also notes that Abounding Love sent a
team of people along with our team from First Baton Rouge
to Cairo, Egypt, on a mission trip.

The mission to Cairo is part of the church’s long-standing
emphasis on world mission as led by Dick Gates. Once upon
a time, though, leading mission trips was the last thing on the
RTS-Jackson’s alumnus’ mind. “T've been a Presbyterian longer
than I've been a Christian,” says Dick with a laugh. He grew up
in church but did not respond to the gospel until adulthood,
while working as a railroad electrician in Roanoke, Va.

Dick’s knack for telling his life story extends to how he end-
ed up in his current ministry position after being seemingly
entrenched in a pastorate in Birmingham, Ala. “God changed
me over a hot dog,” he declares, describing a visit to a ware-

Continued on Page 10

The church works in partnership with local missions such as Abounding Love
Ministries and sends mission teams to Eqypt and many other countries.
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First Baton Rouge members build into others” lives figuratively and literally, with

the literal building sometimes taking place through Habitat for Humanity projects.

Continued from Page 9

house club to buy church sup-
plies punctuated by a stopoft
to eat a good, cheap hot dog. “I
have a habit of reading when
I'm sitting, and I had [a Chris-
tian] magazine in my pocket,
so I read all the articles. The last
thing left was the classifieds,
which I never paid attention to.
But I noticed an ad about [First Baton Rouge] looking for an
associate pastor for mission and pastoral care.”

At this point in the telling, Dick fights to maintain his
composure as he recounts God’s direction in his life: “I knew
of the church and its great reputation over the years, and the
Holy Spirit nudged me. It wasn't audible, but it was like He
said, “That’s where you need to be. I'd never wanted to be
an associate pastor, but God instantly changed my attitude.
This is the most fun I've had anyplace I've been. Gerrit is a
great senior pastor — he’s a good visionary and has moved
this church miles in the seven years he’s been here.”

Gerrit’s vision for First Baton Rouge is based on Jeremi-
ah 29:7: “Seek the welfare of the city where I have sent you.”
He draws a parallel between the exiled people of Israel in
Jeremiah’s day and the people in his own congregation:
“[The Israelites] been carted off to Babylon, and whereas
within Israel they had always been called to be distinct and
separate from the nations, now they were plopped down
in the middle of a foreign, pagan nation and were taught
to bless that culture around them — not to become it, but
to bless it and seek its welfare. As we realize that we are a
pilgrim people on our way to the heavenly city, we're also
called to bless the world around us.

At this point Gerrit recalls a meeting he and another as-
sociate pastor recently had with the mayor of Baton Rouge.
“I think he was surprised that someone made an appoint-
ment with him but didn’t want anything from him,” Gerrit
observes. “We just wanted to hear his vision for the city, and
asked if we could pray with him and bless him. He was visibly
moved that someone actually cared about him instead of just
wanting something from him. I think that’s a micro-example

of what we're talking about.”

With that at heart, Gerrit, Dick, Alec and the rest of the
First Baton Rouge congregation work to prepare the world
around them for an even bigger party — one that transcends
mere human celebration. M.

Alec Flynt

For more information about First Baton Rouge, visit
www.fpcbr.org.
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IN THE MID-1990S, WHILE PASTORING
a church in Lenoir, N.C., near Charlotte, Gerrit Dawson felt
a yearning for deeper theological study. This yearning coin-
cided with the development of the RTS-Charlotte campus,
and Gerrit started taking classes taught by Dr. Douglas Kel-
ly, who was instrumental in the establishment of that cam-
pus. From there Gerrit applied for the Doctor of Ministry
program specifically for help in researching a book he was
writing on the ascension of Jesus.

Gerrit eventually completed both his D.Min. and his book
(which was also his doctoral thesis), and has found many appli-
cations for his degree. “It pushed me to think deeply about doc-
trine and practice,” explains Gerrit, who has written nine other
books, “and to think even more deeply about how to hold those
two together when leading a congregation.” This past January,
Gerrit had an opportunity to pass along some of what he
has learned, teaching a D.Min. class at RTS-Charlotte called
Doctrine Into Life, which covered how theology shapes

ministry in the local church.
Alec Flynt is almost halfway
through the classwork toward
a D.Min. from RTS-Jackson
and has also found direct ap-
plication between his studies
and church ministry. For one,
a paper he wrote for a preach-
ing class taught by Dr. Der-
ek Thomas led to First Baton
Rouge changing its approach to children’s ministry. “I'm sure
[Dr. Thomas] was not intending children’s ministry to be the
implication of the [preaching] class,” Alec says, chuckling,

Gerrit Dawson

“but I definitely took it from that.”

According to Alec, Dr. Thomas and his other D.Min. pro-
fessors help uphold the RTS pastor/scholar model. “The fo-
cus on doing theology in the church has been a great en-
couragement to me,” Alec notes. “In an age when so many
pastoral models are CEO, executive manager, good speaker,
planner or organizer, my heart was to be a pastor/theologian,
but I just didn’t know if that was a viable model. RTS has re-
ally encouraged me in that model, because that’s something
I didn’t get to see in my [Master of Divinity] days.” M-

To get started in learning more about the D.Min. programs avail-
able through RTS, visit www.rts.edu and scroll under Academics
to Degree Programs. Each RTS campus has unique offerings.

EPC GENERAL ASSEMBLY:

From June 20-23, 2012, First Baton Rouge will throw a
party for the world. Don’t worry, though — it won’t be quite
like Mardi Gras. Instead, this party will celebrate the gospel
of Jesus Christ, as the church hosts the annual General As-
sembly of the Evangelical Presbyterian Church.

First Baton Rouge joined the EPC denomination in
2007 after being part of the New Wineskins Association of
Churches in the Presbyterian Church (USA). “We were in
the first wave of New Wineskins churches that began con-
necting with the EPC,” explains Gerrit Dawson. “The EPC’s
[mission emphasis] and our call to take the gospel further
into the world and go deeper into Christ mesh perfectly.”

Gerrit looks forward to the impact of the General Assembly
on the congregation. “It is always a time of spiritual renewal
as well as church business for the people who come,” he notes.

“And that’s especially true, as I've observed, for the host church,
because we’ll have more than 300 volunteers involved, and
hopefully many more attending the worship services. We'll

PARTY TIME

get the benefit of great teaching,
and our folks will see how the

EPC celebrates its missionar-
ies by bringing them home and
praying for them as the first or-
der of business.”

This being Louisiana, though,
the EPC General Assembly will be especially festive. “Lou-
sianans love to host a party,” Gerrit declares, “so this is a
chance to show people from all over the country that no-
body can throw a party like we can. People can expect some
crawfish, and they can expect some Cajun music at some
point. I think they also can expect a lot of hugs. We're very
huggy here.” M.

More information about First Baton Rouge hosting the EPC
General Assembly may be found by clicking on the appropri-
ate spinner at www.fpcbr.org.

WINTER 2011 11



FINDING <=2

incorporates

H E R theological
POWER  ci=imine
SOURCE

influence.
BY PAUL SCHWARZ

he students file into Leesa Donner’s Sunday
school class — or in a couple of cases, they wheel
in. That’s when you begin to realize that this is no or-
dinary group. Leesa greets each member with a little
slower cadence than usual, which isn’t too challeng-
ing in itself for the former TV news anchorwoman.
The challenge for Leesa comes in understanding the
responses, as some of the students face profound
speech difficulties, especially one with cerebral palsy.
Welcome to the Special Blessings class at Fourth Presby-
terian Church in Bethesda, Md., where, humanly speaking,
some of the most powerless and voiceless in society receive
ministry from a woman well acquainted with the corridors
of earthly power and influence. Fittingly, before heading
to the classroom on this misty Sunday morning inside the
Washington, D.C., Belt-
way, Leesa and her hus-
band, Tim, had been

Leesa (above) teaches a “Special Blessings” Sunday school class that includes her sons Will (in fie)
and T.J. (back row, to the right of Will).

support of Tim’s campaign for the U.S. Senate.

Political stump speeches one minute, conversing with spe-
cial-needs students the next —needless to say, Leesa walks
in an eclectic world. That world also includes classes at RTS-
Washington, D.C., which has helped equip her for the diverse
milieus of ministry to which she has been called.

For many years, theology was one of the last things on
Leesa’s mind; her career in broadcast journalism took pre-
cedence. Leesa broke into the business at a radio station in
Worcester, Mass. There she met a fellow newbie professional
who did football and basketball play-by-play for the College
of the Holy Cross. Today, Tim declares that “marrying Leesa
was the smartest thing I ever did.”

Tim and Leesa’s career odyssey eventually took them in-
side the Beltway, which turns out to be the smartest thing
they did together, because that’s where their spiritual con-
version occurred. Leesa grew up in what had been a religious
home until a falling-out with a minister led to her family’s
alienation from the church. After more than a decade in the
TV business, though, an unlikely story assignment began
prompting a change in her worldview.

“T'was working in the newsroom here in Washington,” Leesa
recalls, “and nothing fazed me. I took pulses on people who'd
been dead for days — were they dead or alive? But I [covered]
this story one day about a man on his way to church with his
kids in the back, and they got caught in the middle of this
police pursuit and were all killed in this tremendous traffic
accident. At the time I was into this New Age science of the
mind, a typical young girl caught up in that nonsense, and I
remember thinking, This man and his kids being killed on the
way to church is not really the absence of good; it’s really evil. If
there really is evil, I need to confront that.”

Leesa bought a Bible and brought it home, and not know-
ing where to start reading, began in Matthew, at the begin-
ning of the New Testament. “In typical reportage style I al-
ways had a [highlighting pen],” she remembers, “and I can
see that the Holy Spirit had completely started working in
me, because as I look back at the highlighted portions of that
Gospel, about the
only words I didn’t
highlight were ‘a, ‘an’

greeted by a church
member friend who
happens to be a nation-
ally syndicated colum-
nist. And the night be-
fore she had spoken at
a “pig roast” in rural
northern Virginia in
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and ‘the’ One day I
think I was in chap-
ter 6, and I closed
it and said, ‘Oh my
god, this is all true!
This is entirely true!
And if it’s entirely
true, this has major
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Leesa takes a prayer request from one of her Special Blessings students.

ramifications on my life.” And I confessed Christ.”

Then Leesa wrote a note to a friend who had been working

in the newsroom with her and had been witnessing to her.
“He would bring [Tim and me] to all these Christian events,”
she says, “and I would look at these people and think, They’re

part of a group I can’t identify with. But now I wrote a note

that said, Tmagine being in the newsroom with you all these

years and finally hearing the good news.” He called me up

and asked, ‘What news? What are you talking about?” And I

said, T've been reading the Gospel of Matthew and am abso-
lutely and utterly convinced that Jesus is the Son of God and

that He died for my sins. Now what do I do?””

What Leesa did was embark on a journey that helped lead
Tim to faith in Christ and her to (among other roles) teach-
ing special-needs students, leading a women’s Bible study
and taking classes at RTS. With motherhood and other re-
sponsibilities, Leesa only takes one class at a time — “I be-
lieve 'm part of the everlasting matriculating class in the
student body,” she jokes. Her mood turns more serious,
though, when she explains her need for education and about
the influence her classes have had on her ministry.

“Our theology impacts everything,” Leesa declares. “It im-
pacts me when I'm standing in the hall of a hospital and
my mother’s inside of a room dying. It impacts me when
my kid is sick. It impacts me when my friend’s husband is
dying. We live our theology, and when you have a big view
of God, it puts your own littleness into perspective. I'm just
one spoke in God’s wheel.”

Her class experience and her work with women at a
Wednesday-night Bible study led her to write her own Bible
study curriculum for women based on the Gospel of Luke.

“It matters what theology our mothers, our wives, our sisters,

our daughters are learning,” Leesa says. “If we don’t have
good, solid, Reformed Bible studies, I think we’re missing a
very important piece of the theological puzzle as we try to
educate and train up future generations.”

Leesa and Tim’s concern for future generations has motivat-
ed them to take their most recent steps not only as citizens of
God’s kingdom but also as citizens of their country. “I think as
people are wont to do in their 50s,” Leesa observes, “a couple of

years ago we were really taking stock of our lives. Because both
of us weren’t saved until our 30s, as we reflected back, we had
lived the first third of our [adult] lives for ourselves, as young
people are known to do. We had lived the second third of our
lives for our children and our family, but what we really want-
ed to do was live the last third of our lives for our country.”

To that end, the Donners had begun One Generation
Away, a nonprofit organization that educates the public on
the founding documents of the United States (its latest ini-
tiative is a project to re-publish the Federalist Papers in 21st-
century language). That’s also the inspiration for Tim’s U.S.
Senate candidacy.

For Leesa, it’s all part of a journey of faith in Christ, wherev-
er He leads her and her family, and whomever He leads them
to — whether powerful or powerless in the world’s eyes. M.

BACK TO THE BELTWAY

Scott Redd is named president of the Washington, D.C., campus.

rofessor Scott Redd has personal, educational and

ministry roots in our nation’s capital. So it’s only ap-

propriate that the executive committee of the RTS

Board of Trustees has ap-
pointed him as the first president
of RTS-Washington, D.C., effec-
tive June 2012.

Currently an assistant professor
of Old Testament and dean of stu-
dents at RTS-Orlando, Prof. Redd
spent many years living, studying
and ministering in the D.C. area.
During his time there, he taught
at Fourth Presbyterian Church in
Bethesda, Md. (the home church of
Leesa Donner — see main article).

“I am thrilled about the appointment of [Scott] as the new
president for RTS-Washington, D.C.,” says Dr. Robert C. (Ric)
Cannada, RTS chancellor and chief executive officer. “Scott
caught the attention of many of us as a student and later as
a faculty and staff member at RTS-Orlando. He will bring
enthusiasm and vigor as well as leadership and vision to this
campus. Scott is just the right man for such a time as this.”

“(Scott’s) background in business, pastoral ministry, cam-
pus leadership, and his passion to preach and cast a biblical
vision is a tremendous blessing to RTS as a whole and to our
nation’s capital in particular,” adds Dr. Mike Milton, RTS
chancellor elect. M.

Prof. Scott Redd
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An RTS alumnus makes a difference for Christ in his homeland.
by Jolly Rimai with Paul Schwarsz

T N

I there were an award for the most obscurely located RTS alumnus,

Jolly Rimai would be on the initial watch 1list of candidates.

Jolly, who received his Doctor of Ministry degree from RTS in

2005, is the mission secretary for the Manipur Baptist Convention,

affiliated with the Council of Baptist Churches in North East India.
Because of its location in an extreme corner of the country,

Manipur and its surrounding states have a particularly high
concentration of Muslims. To highlight the sensitive nature of Manipur,
until this year foreigners wishing to enter the state were required to carry
a special permit. Also due to its location, northeast Indians are related
ethnically to East Asians such as Chinese, Japanese and Koreans.

In the following excerpts from e-=mail newsletters Jolly has sent, he
provides a glinmpse to the nature of gospel ministry in a relatively unknown
area of the world.
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Wanting to make this Christmas meaningful for those children on the street in Guwahati
sleeping under abandoned trucks and loitering in the streets collecting rags and thrash-

es, we organized a special program for them. We collected 49 children and brought them
to campus and shared the love of God with them. Most of them were rag pickers.

Interestingly, on this day they turned up clean and wearing the best dresses they have, giv-
en to them by a street children program run by another ministry. They learned some good
moral lessons through speech and drama, and they enjoyed it, so they said. We asked them
to share what they feel attending this program. Some of them came and said they learned
not to tell lies, not to steal, and not to smoke and drink because Jesus does not want that. |
was so impressed with how they could understand the little we share with them.

Each of them received a blanket to keep them warm during Christmas. After the program,
they received rice with chicken.

Friends, it is one thing to hear about the street chil-
dren, but it is another thing to really be with them
and observe them. | am seriously thinking of hav-
ing some program that will make lasting impact

in their lives. Our main aim is that, by the grace of
God, they will remember this as the day they came
to know the love of God through Christ.

Please pray for our mission work with these
downtrodden people. We want the street chil-
dren to know Christ and experience the warmth
of being His sons and daughters.

r

Just wanted to update you with the
Saturday program that is part of the
Muslim mission. God, in His great
grace, has added 10 new believers to
our neighborhood (Muslim] fellow-
ship. Nine of them are men, out of
which six are college students and _
three are older farmers, and there s
one woman. ltisvery difficult to ggt
women believers among the Muslims,
but this time God has added one. We
are planning to train her as a mis-
sionary, since in their culture, men
cannot meet women.

It is such a joy to see many peop.le,
especially former Musllms,.de(.hcat—
ing to serve the Lord and His kingdom
as full-time missionaries. Please pray
that the Lord raises up more chgrch-
es, Sunday school groups, fgmnhgs .
and individuals to support His mission
work.
e ——
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Helping Set Indians Free

alzuala Khiangte had a divine appointment. The RTS-
Jackson alumnus was stuck in an airport in Miz-
oram, a state in northeast India, when he met Dean
Vander Mey, director of Set Free Ministries in the
United States. The two men discovered that they
burned with a common passion to reach out with the gospel
of Jesus Christ to drunkards, prostitutes, thieves and prisoners.
Three months after that seemingly chance encounter, Lalzuala
had become the director of a new SEM work in India.

He leads over 550 trained volunteers who offer free bib-
lical counseling and encouragement, with an emphasis on
prison ministry, hospital ministry, and street evangelism.
Under Lalzuala’s leadership, SFM has recently branched out
into conducting underground conferences and teaching ses-
sions in nearby countries where Christianity is banned. In
addition, Lalzuala works through SEM to care for over 1,000
orphans and other outcasts through TNT Orphanage.

Since graduating from RTS in 1986, Lalzuala has held sev-
eral positions with the Presbyterian Church of India. He was
field secretary in the southern part of Mizoram, on the bor-
der with Bangladesh and Burma, then moderated the Pres-
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byterian Church Synod (the highest position in the church
in Mizoram). Later Lalzuala was senior pastor of a church in
Aizawl that had nearly 9,000 members, followed by his elec-
tion as general secretary of the mission board of the Presby-
terian Church of India. In that capacity he oversaw the work
of more than 1,200 missionaries outside Mizoram. After that
he worked in additional roles for the Presbyterian Church of
India. Besides his current position as director/secretary of Set
Free Ministries India, Lalzuala is the newly elected chairman
of All Mizoram Mission and Evangelism Network.

“Concerning my ministries,” Lalzuala reports, “we are re-
ceiving God’s hand very often. Many prisoners have turned
to God and left prison with high hope in the Lord. Please
continue to pray for us.” M.

— Paul Schwarz

For more information on Set Free Ministries in India,
visit  www.setfreeministries.com and scroll to India
under Global Outreach. Lalzuala can be contacted at
zualakhiangte@yahoo.co.in.




Just wanted to update with you the missionary
training program just concluded. This train-
ing was for one-to-one evangelism based on
Evangelism Explosion. The missionaries were
so excited and they said they are confident to
share the gospel with others now. One area
where they were so happy was learning how
to create an environment to share the gospel.
The two diagnostic questions, they said, will
really help them present the gospel.

You can contact Jolly at
jolly.rimai@cbcnei.com.

Other Voices

olly Rimai and Lalzuala Khiangte are not the
only RTS alumni helping reach their native In-
dia with the gospel.
Dr. Mohan Chacko is principal and professor of
theology and mission at Presbyterian Theological
Seminary in Dehra Dun. The 1978 RTS-Jackson
graduate and ordained minister of the Reformed Presbyte-
rian Church of India has been active in the work of the Asia
Theological Association, serving as its first chairman. Dr.
Chacko has contributed theological articles in journals and
books published in India and overseas, including Interpreting
Society: A Study of the Political Theology of M. M. Thomas
and I Want to Know God: An Asian Catechism.

Dr. Joelouis Songate, who received a Doctor of Missiology
degree from RTS-Jackson in 1999, is the executive secretary
of the Independent Church of India. Its churches are locat-
ed in the northeastern states of Assam, Arunachal Pradesh,
Manipur, Mizoram, Meghalaya, Tripura, New Delhi, Pun-
jab and Orissa, with approximately 45,000 members. Over-
seas missionaries are stationed in Myanmar, Nepal and at
the Indian border with Bhutan. M.

— Paul Schwarz

For more information about PTS, visit www.ptsindia.com.
Dr. Songate can be contacted at jlsongate@operamail.com.
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Devotional

Continued from Page 5

His life lived for you and His death on the cross for you.

The second movement announces the key to everlasting
life: Jesus. He is “a light to the Gentiles” and “a glory for” the
people of Israel. Christ has appeared as not only the prom-
ised one of the Old Testament covenant people, but also to
every ethnic group, tribe and tongue on earth.

Follow Simeon’s song and take care of the most impor-
tant thing right now: If you have never held the Lord in your
heart, receive Him by faith today. If you have, then rededi-
cate your life to being used of God. If you cannot go, send!

Simeon’s Sermon

This fourth and final lesson is most difficult: there is a cost
to following Christ.

Simeon’s song brought amazement to Mary and Joseph.
While God had already revealed the truth of His Son to
them, they now knew another truth: God was not keeping
His promise a secret.

But then comes the dramatic change in mood. Simeon
sang his triumphant song and then preached a sermon of re-
sponse — one that was harsh, poignant and direct. Intended
for Jesus’ mother, the sermon foretells the greatness of her
Son and the impact of Jesus on her personally. Jesus, Simeon
prophesies, will cause some to rise and some to fall.

Make sure you hear that part of Simeon’s song today. To
rest in Christ alone for salvation means you will rise with
Him unto eternal life, but to reject Him is to fall to your
eternal death. Neutrality is impossible.

The second part of the sermon is directed at Mary: he tells
her that in the life of her boy, the Savior of the world, she will
be pierced with a sword of intense pain, and of frightful and
piercing anguish.

What is the lesson here? To follow Jesus and rest in Him
alone is not without earthly pain. Following Christ meant
piercing pain to Mary. She would watch her son put aside
his hammer in Joseph’s shop and walk a pathway that would
end at a cross. She would, like others, be despised and re-
jected by others for confessing Jesus as Lord. Simeon’s song
ends, “That the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed.”

As I read and pray over this, I experience pain myself: that
of realizing that my sins — not just others’, nailed Christ to a
cross. He suffered, bled and died for me. Christ came to shed
the light of God’s holiness on your life and show that without
His blood to wash you clean, you are a condemned sinner.

But the Christmas lessons of Simeon’s song give hope. This
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When Heaven Came Down
Song lyrics by Dr. Milton

When Heaven came down
Angel’s sweet sound

Filled the night sky

Over Bethlehem

Shepherds quaking
An infant awaking
to a world that
He once made

Oh the glory

This Wondrous story
Ancient and yet it
Remains forever new
When Heaven came down
God’s Promise came true

Mary held the

Child of Heaven
Joseph stood in awe
Of David's Son

Shepherds poor and
Princes noble

Both knelt
Before the manger throne

Oh the glory

This Wondrous story
Ancient and yet it

Remains forever new

When Heaven came down
God’s Promise came true
God’s promise came true
God'’s glory came into view;
Jesus came for me—for you

© 2011 Michael Milton (Bethesda Words and Music), BMI

is the One we have waited for and all need. This is a wondrous
story, ancient and ever new, yet not heard by millions who
wait — not in faith in a Savior, but in the fetters of Satan. That
is why we have been called by God to learn the wondrous sto-
ry, and go forth to tell that story to the ends of the earth. M-

Dr. Milton is RTS chancellor-elect and will become chancel-
lor in June 2012. To download When Heaven Came Down, a
song he has recorded (see lyrics above) based on the theme of
this article, visit www.rts.edu/MiltonMusic.
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Continued from Page 3

leasing new space for classrooms,
faculty and staff offices and space for a
growing library collection on the third
floor at 1651 0ld Meadow Road,
McLean, Va. (near Tysons Corner), a
short distance from the current campus
location. A D.C. Metro stop is being
constructed nearby and will provide
subway access fo the campus.

Dr. Benjamin Gladd is the newly appointed
assistant professor of New Testament
at RTS-Jackson. He received his B.A. in
Greek and Hebrew from The Master's
College and his M.A. in biblical exegesis
from Wheaton College, then completed
his Ph.D. from Wheaton in New
Testament. Prior fo joining the RTS
faculty, he served as an adjunct faculty
member af Wheaton, teaching New
Testament exegesis and interpretation,
Greek, and infroductory courses on the
0ld and New Testaments. Dr. Gladd,
who is ordained in the PCA, was also an
associate pastor at Apple Valley Baptist
Church in California and directed the
church’s Cornerstone School of Theology.

Dr. R. Albert (Al) Mohler Jr., president of
Southern Baptist Seminary, Louisville,
Ky., will speak at the inauguration of Dr.
Michael A. Milton as chancellor of RTS, in
Charlotte on Friday, Sept. 14, at 2 p.m.
For more information, visit www.rts.edu/
miltoninauguration.

[n November, RTS
was nominated for
M and received the
Patriot Award, a
distinction from the
Department of
Defense for

employer support of
the U.S. National Guard and U.S.
Reserves. The award is given fo those
employers who demonstrate, through
their support of their employees who
serve in the Reserve or Guard, loyalty to
the nation and its defense, and to the
support of our troops. The award is not
an automatic award and is a competitive
award. The Patriot Award will make RTS
eligible for the Freedom Award, given to
a distinct number of American
organizations and recognized by the
Secretary of Defense.
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military are able to receive GI Bill benefits

Charlotte

CAMPUS EVENTS

Atlanta

A theological research seminar conducted
by Brad Ost (M.A. ‘03) will be held on
Monday, Feb. 6, at 6 p.m. He is the
theology, philosophy and religion librarian
at the Robert W. Woodruff Library, Atlanta.

Dr. R. Albert (Al)
Mohler Jr., president
of Southern Baptist
Seminary, Lovisville,
Ky., will speak at
the spring lectures
on Feb. 28 from

9 a.m.-noon.

Dr. D-A. Carson will
speak af the 2012
Biblical Theology

Conference af Grace

Chapel on March
56. He is the
research professor

of New Testament at Trinity Evangelical
Divinity School, Deerfield, Ill., and will
speak on the Son of God in biblical
theological perspective.

Orlando

The Kistemaker Academic Lecture Series
will be held March 20-21 in Pamplin
Chapel, with Dr. John B. Webster
speaking. He is the chair of systematic
theology at King’s College, University of
Aberdeen, Scotland.

The public is invited to the President’s
Forum Community Lunches in the
fellowship hall from noon to 1 p.m.
Those planning to atfend are asked to
RSVP by calling 407-366-9493.

The schedule is as follows:

Feb. 22: Q&A during Black History Month
with Rev. Rufus Smith, preaching pastor
at Hope Evangelical Presbyterian Church,
Memphis, Tenn.

March 14: Q&A on “Three Free Sins” with
Dr. Steve Brown, discussing his new book.

April 4: Q&A with Steve Douglass,
president of Cru (Campus Crusade for
Christ).

Washington, D.C.

A Christmas open house event will be
held on Dec. 2 at the new campus
location in Tysons Corner, Va.

Third-Party Comments for RTS Accreditation

RTS is in the process of the decennial reaffirmation
of accreditation with its two accrediting agencies.
We invite third-party comments in writing concerning
RTS’ qualifications for reaffirmation. These comments
will be made available to the accreditors and a visiting

committee that includes external peer evaluators.

The two accreditors are the Commission on Colleges of
the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools (SACS),
which is the regional accreditor; and the Commission on
Accrediting of the Association of Theological Schools
(ATS), a national accreditation agency for theological

schools in the United States and Canada.

Please submit any comments in writing to:

for attending RTS-Charlotte. Interested
parties should contact Holley at the RTS-
Charlotte admission office at hgregory@rts.
edu or 800-755-2429 for the appropriate
paperwork and answers fo any questions.

Agency has approved RTS-Charlotte for the
enrollment of veterans, military and other
eligible persons under the provision of Title
38, Section 3676, United States Code. This
means that students who have served in the

Reformed Theological Seminary
Attn: Dr. Robert J. Cara, Chief Academic Officer
2101 Carmel Road
Charlotte, NC 28226
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FOR TLIVING with Mike Milton

Faith for Living with Mike Milton is an outreach ministry
of RTS that exists to glorify God through preaching the
gospel of Jesus Christ through every means possible to as
many people as possible.

NATIONAL TELEVISION

Find Faith for Living on NRB TV at DirecTV channel 378 on Mondays at
8:30 a.m. and Thursdays at 3:30 a.m., and at Legacyl'V on Sundays at 7 a.m.
(all times Eastern). Or watch anywhere and anytime at FaithforLivingTV.com
or on SermonAudio.

RADIO
Listen to “Faith for Living with Mike Milton” on eight local
stations throughout Mississippi as well as three in North
Carolina, two in Florida and one in Texas (visit www.
faithforliving.net for a full listing of stations). Or listen
anywhere by selecting Faith for Living at accradio.com,
or listen through iTunes U or SermonAudio.

MOBILE DEVICE APPS

Faith for Living is now available as an app in the
Android Market Place and through iTunes. Click or scan
the QR code provided for your preferred platform.

Faith
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