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fter six years as pastor at First Presby-

terian Church in Chattanooga, Tenn., I

began to wonder if God was opening my

heart to something else. I would have

been happy to remain there, because I

loved the people, and there’s nothing I
love more than preaching the gospel, and trying to bring
the balm of Christ to broken hearts.

But only three days into a deliberate season of prayer, I
received an invitation to think and pray about the RTS-
Charlotte presidency. That surprised me, though I guess

I should have expected it because I was praying to
that end. In my life I try to find the stories that God
is writing and what the next chapter could be, so
over about nine months or so, there became an
increasing understanding that this could be a
call of the Lord. This didn’t come instantly; it
came through a process of prayer.
When it came time to tell the church in

Chattanooga about my decision, I was brought back to
when my family and I first visited the Charlotte campus.
I was trying to envision what it would be like to be the
president there when I happened to see a tree out on the
lawn. I told my son John Michael, who was 13 at the time,
“Look at that tree — I can see myself sitting there, maybe
talking with students about the pastoral ministry and the
kingdom of God.”
The morning I was to tell the congregation what God
had done in my life, I had some tears, and my son said,
“Dad, remember that tree, because we’re not leaving peo-
ple; were going to a people.” We hadn’t talked about that
tree in four months. That emboldened me. I told that sto-
ry to the congregation that morning.
It wasn’t easy to leave, because I loved preaching and
leading in worship. But now it was time to share that
love with others and begin to impart vision for that into
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In an excerpt from his autobiography, the new president of
RTS-Charlotte testifies to being a new person in Christ.

I was supposed to have been aborted. But

that is not my identity. I was abandoned,

abused and kidnapped — all before I was 5

years old. But that is not my identity. I hear

folks talk about their identity in terms of

their heredity — I am from English stock or I

am a Choctaw Indian. I am both of those things,
but that is not my identity.

Some say, “I was adopted” or “I was orphaned” or “My
father was a drunk and my mother insane,” and that is
their identity. I could, myself, use those phrases to de-
scribe my life. But that is not my identity.

“I was divorced” and “I lost my kids” and “I made
some terrible choices” are all monikers that some use to
describe their essential personhood. But not me, even
though I could utter those hard confessions to you now.

“I am a successful businessman, a ‘golden-haired fast
tracker,” grooming for the vice presidency of a major cor-

poration. That is who T am.” I was
that too. But that is not who I am.
Perhaps some in my position
today would even claim, “T was
the pastor of one of the greatest
churches in America.” I have
been a pastor; I do think the his-
toric First Presbyterian Church
of Chattanooga, Tenn.,, is a one-
of-a-kind church in our nation.
Being a minister and being at
that particular church is an ex-
tension of my identity. But that is not who I am.
My identity is, quite simply, completely related to
Jesus Christ. Some reading this will not like my say-
ing that. They will want more. They will want “depth.”
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the hearts and minds of future pastors.

I told the RTS board of directors that if they
were looking for a shopkeeper, they had the
wrong guy, because I was a pastor and a preacher first. I was
told, “That’s exactly the president we want — a preacher and
pastor.” My vision for training pastors and missionaries begins
with a burden to see souls safe in the arms of Jesus Christ.

I want to raise up leaders who see themselves not as CEOs or
store managers, but as sinners saved by grace who have been
called by the Shepherd to be undershepherds. Of course, we

Continued from Page 17

They will want “irony.” But He is all there is to me.
I am as deep as this: I have only Him. There is no
mystery, irony or feature about me that is amazing
or even interesting but that He chose me and I am
His. That is the story of stories as far as I can tell.

You need to know that I am not a religious man,
as one might think of that term, even though I am
an ordained Presbyterian minister. I am simply a
disciple, a follower of Jesus of Nazareth. Sometimes
I follow Him closely and sometimes I don’t, to my own hurt
and my own shame. But I am His. And He is mine — in the
sense that He has given His life to me.

I am not seeking to be super-spiritual with you. I am saying
that I knew a Mike Milton before this resurrected God-Man
came and revealed the Good News to me. That Mike Milton
was reared with kind, aging, nurturing hands placed on his
head every day of his life — as if to convey blessing (and it did)

— by his Aunt Eva.

That Mike Milton was baptized as an infant at Felicity Meth-
odist Episcopal Church in the garden district of New Orleans
one Sunday morning when his alcoholic father woke up from
a drunken stupor, remembered his childhood of faith, put on
a clean shirt, took his baby boy out of the mess he had brought
him into, and sought to make peace with God — and some-
how trust in a God of grace that would make something good
out of the boy’s life.

That Mike Milton — orphaned and placed by the courts into
the custody of his father’s sister, Eva Turner, a 65-year-old wid-
ow who lived on a little piece of ground with some chickens in a
rural, poverty-stricken area north and east of Baton Rouge go-
ing up toward Amite County, Mississippi — did not know God.

He would walk an aisle in a Baptist church at age 7, get im-
mersed, all wet in covenant waters, again. But his mind was not
wet, his soul not saturated with Christ alone. It was an immer-
sion of the body but not the soul. That Mike Milton, who could
never remember a time when he didn’t hear the name of Jesus,
could not understand the words of the Puritan: “I bless thee for
the happy moment when I first saw thy law fulfilled in Christ,
wrath appeased, death destroyed, sin forgiven, my soul saved.”

The Mike Milton I am speaking of was not saved. I really
mean that. He was a lost soul. You know what I mean because
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want strong values as we do that — immovable

stakes like the inerrancy and infallibility of the

Word of God, the centrality of the Great Com-
mission, and the doctrines of grace.

RTS is uniquely equipped to fulfill this vision, particularly
due to the faculty members themselves. They are pastor/teach-
er/scholars, so those who study here are studying under pas-
tors. This is not simply a graduate school of religion; a rich vein
of pastoral theology runs through each and every department
here. ’'m thankful for the opportunity to lead in that vision. ¢

someone reading this feels that way about herself.
This fellow was a sinner who knew the Bible, a sin-
ner who eventually even knew how to preach and
who was a lay preacher. He was so far from home,
so far away from the God of his dear Aunt Eva, and
nothing he did could get him back.

But that lost soul, that Mike Milton, that poor
boy, is gone. He was destroyed by sin and shame.
He was born once and lived out the life of a soul
that was infected and diseased. I am not saying

that God healed the disease. I am saying that there had to be a
transplant. I am saying that the man who writes these words is
a new man. I was born again.

I don’t mean to throw these religious words at you, friend. It
is just that the words of Jesus in John 3 literally describe exactly
what happened in my own life. I was one man before and anoth-
er man after He met me and called me. I knew of Him but until
my heart was opened to his sovereign presence and power and
until I knew that I was justified before God by His death, cov-
ered in His righteousness, I was a religious person who was lost.

Once I was born again, I began a life as a disciple of the
Christ of the Scriptures, by His grace alone and through faith
alone. According to my Master, the Carpenter from Nazareth
whom I now love, that life is an eternal life.

That eternal life has already started. I am subject to sin and
shame in this world and in this flesh, but by His grace, I am
moving closer to Him, closer to a day when He will complete
in me what He has started. ¢

Extracted from What God Starts, God Completes by Michael
Milton (ISBN 978-1-84550-276-8), published by Christian Fo-
cus Publications (www.christianfocus.com). The book can be
ordered online at www.MindAndHeart.com.

In December 2007, Dr. Milton accepted the call to become presi-
dent of RTS-Charlotte, where he is also a professor of practical the-
ology. Before coming to RTS he worked in the business world and
as a top-secret Navy linguist, later entering pastoral ministry.

To read Dr. Milton’s blog, visit thecall.rts.edu. His books A The-
ology of Mincemeat Pie: Discovering God’s Grace in Everyday
Places and What Is the Doctrine of the Peserverance of the Saints?
are scheduled to be released later this year by P&R Publishing.
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assemblies,  en-
rolled in graduate
programs, and be-
came professors
and presidents of
colleges and semi-
naries. Hundreds
pursued further stud-
ies at prestigious Euro-
pean universities.

Just as Geneva commis-
sioned pastors to plant Reformed
churches in their native lands, over 5 percent of Princeton
students took Calvinism to all parts of the globe. John Nevius
went to China in 1854, adapting a plan of planting self-prop-
agating, self-supporting and self-governing churches free
from Western control. The “Nevius Plan” enabled Korea to
become home to the fastest-growing church in the world in
the 20th century.

RIS

Like its predecessors Geneva and Old Princeton, RTS
originated to propagate the vibrant biblical teachings of the
Reformation. Theological education in America had declined
markedly by the 1960s. Seminaries had moved from firm
acceptance of Reformed doctrine to liberalism and neo-or-
thodoxy. Northern Presbyterianism had welcomed extreme
theological diversity, and Southern seminaries inclined to
follow their lead. Acutely aware that the survival of the gos-
pel was at stake, RTS founders envisioned a seminary that
would reject trends toward modernism, instead recapturing
the faithfulness and zeal of Reformed confessionalism.

RTS attempts to replicate the Reformation goals of its pre-
decessors — equipping leaders with the full-orbed Calvinism
that changed the world in the 16th century and energized the
church in 19th- and 20th-century America. As RTS prepares
21st-century leaders, it does not have to reinvent the wheel.
Following Calvin and the Princetonians, RTS will continue
its powerful calling — to faithfully educate and send Re-
formed ministers worldwide. ¢

Dr. Andrew Hoffecker is professor of church history at RTS-
Jackson. His doctoral work in the theology of Old Princeton
resulted in the book Piety and the Princeton Theologians. His

article “Nurture: The Distinctive Feature of Princeton Piety”

will appear in the fall issue of Christian Education Journal.
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o Bruce Baugus (leff) has been appointed assistant professor of philoso-
* phy and theology at RTS-Jackson. He comes to RTS from Grand Rapids,
Mich., where he was a Ph.D. student at Calvin Seminary and is in the final
. stages of wiifing his disserfation on Kierkegaard.

o Scott Redd (M.Div. ‘04) has been appointed professor of Old
Testament af RTS-Orlando and will begin teaching in 2009. He is a Ph.D.

W2 condidate and served as director of community life af Christ the King
Presbyrenun Church, Raleigh, N.C. Prior to seminary he worked in the business world in Washington,
D.C.

RTS TOURS

o Celebrate the 500 anniversary of John Calvin’s birth by joining Dr. and Mrs. Mike Milton for “Luther,
Calvin and the Pope: An RTS Reformation Heritage Tour” on the 500th anniversary of John Calvin's
birth, July 3-12, 2009. See Luther's Germany and Calvin's Switzerland, and then depart from Rome.
For more information, e-mail cht@rts.edu with RTS 2009 Reformation Tour in the subject line.

CAMPUS EVENTS

Jackson

o The RTS World Missions Conference will meet Sept. 9-11. The
speaker, Thabiti Anyabwile (leff), is a former Muslim who is now
senior pastor of First Baptist Church of Grand Cayman.

Washington, D.C.

o Dr. Williom Edgar, professor of apologetics af Westminster
Seminary, will teach “Introduction to Apologetics” during the fall
semester. Dr. Richard B. Gaffin, Charles Kiahe professor of biblical
and systematic theology at Westminster, will teach “The Theology of
Hebrews” during the spring 2009 semester.

Charlotte

o On Sept. 21, Dr. Mike Milton will be inaugurated and installed as the third president of RTS-
Charlotte at 6 p.m. at Christ Covenant Presbyterian Church, Matthews, N.C. The Rev. Dr. John
Guest, rector of Christ Church at Grove Farm, Sewickley, Pa., will be guest speaker. On Sept. 22,
an “Honor the Past, Build for the Future” dedication event and reception will fake place on campus,
followed by campus fous.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

o Dr. Charles S. Mackenzie (eff), professor of philosophy and the-
ology, will now be called distinguished professor of philosophy and
theology. In July the RTS Executive Committee formally approved
this fitle, given to faculty members recognized by colleagues world-
wide as leaders in their fields.

o On July 1, RTS opened ifs new MindAndHeart.com online book-
store. As an Amazon Associate bookstore, anything you can buy on
Amazon can be bought at MindAndHeart.com. There are also sec
tions with RTS faculty books, recommended books, featured items and usedbook options. Receive
guaranteed Amazon.com prices while supporting RTS — the seminary receives a small fee on each
MindAndHeart.com purchase. Please share this Web address with all your friends.
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