










“I once heard him say to a group of people he 
knew that he had not written the definitive 
systematic theology, nor volumes of historical 
works. He then pointed to all of us and said, 

‘You are my volumes. I have written on all of you by car-
ing for you and investing in you.’ After my own conver-
sion I would discover how much Joe did invest in me 
— hours of personal meetings and much prayer.”

Dr. William Edgar, Westminster Theological Seminary

“I took many courses with Dr. Brown. I distinctly 
remember him saying, ‘Repetition is the es-
sence of teaching,’ and with students like me, he 
was completely correct! He had a pirate patch 

over one eye and a rather rough exterior (it is rumored he 
survived a 400-foot fall off of a mountain!), yet he would 
surprise you with his wit and joyful humor. He was a de-
fender of the unborn, a scholar, a pastor and a friend.

“He loved the students, and it showed. He led students 
on a trip to Luther’s hometown every summer, always 
had time for lunch, and in the evening would reserve a 
table at a fine German restaurant in town where he and 
his wife would get together with students for dinner and 
hymn singing. He was a true soldier of the cross, a man’s 
man, tough and yet amazingly humble.

“Since a disciple cannot be above his master, let it be 
enough if we should be like him, as grace had fitted him 
to be our example. May his example be repeated as he 
insisted by saying, ‘Rise up oh men of God / Have done 
with lesser things / Give heart and soul and mind and 
strength / to serve the King of Kings.’

“He also had a way to make you smile, so we will not 
mourn as those who have no hope. Can’t wait to see you 
again, but for now, goodbye, Dr. Brown.”

Tracey Thornton, student, RTS-Charlotte

“Joe Brown encapsulated a rare combination of 
incredible brilliance and strong love for the 
students. Although an avid reader, scholar and 
writer, and what I always termed a ‘theological 

and philosophical think tank,’ Dr. Brown was a deeply 
relational being who wanted to enjoy the students as in-
dividuals. His goal was to help the students love Christ 
more and think biblically about the whole world.”

Rod Culbertson, Dean of Admissions, RTS-Charlotte

“He always introduced himself to me as Har-
old, though his older friends called him 
Joe. A few called him O.J. at one time, but 
cultural events brought an end to that.

“Harold took all his degrees from Harvard: A. B., M. 
Div., Th. M., Ph. D. Somehow he emerged from there 
with his evangelical faith intact. He worked in the min-
istry of Park Street Church and did post-doc work at a 
number of European universities. He emerged with a 
distinctly Reformed theology, but with almost none of 
the Reformed buzzwords. 

“We met for the first time when he was a professor at 
Trinity. I gave the lectures later published as Perspectives 
on the Word of God, for which Harold expressed appre-
ciation. After I came to RTS, I had a couple of lunches 
with him during trips to Charlotte. Once he was in a 
wheelchair, and we ate together in the student commons. 
Another time he was wheeled around by a student so we 
could eat in a restaurant. Still another time he was mo-
bile and he took me to a very classy French place. I was 
amused that rather often he would pop in to my classes 
to recruit students for his summer tours of Reformation 
sites.

“I got word that cancer had spread from his throat, and 
that the surgeons had removed much of that area, so that 
he would not any more be able to speak or to eat or drink 
through the mouth. I was asked, then, to teach courses 
at Charlotte that he normally would have taught. Harold 
sent his colleagues an e-mail, in effect a valedictory, re-
gretting only that for the rest of his life he would not be 
able to take the Communion bread. He hoped that the 
doctors would allow a drop of wine on his tongue before 
he eats and drinks with Christ in glory. 

“He was a dear Christian man, a formidable scholar 
and a strong, principled Christian leader. I and RTS will 
miss him greatly.”

John Frame, Professor, RTS-Orlando

Students and Colleagues Speak

“I was like a child in the darkness of the night; I 
could only see the vaguest outlines and didn’t 
know much of anything. He was like a teacher 
who had night goggles — he was in the same en-

vironment but could see everything clearly. I’m a trial law-
yer now probably in large part because I had interaction 
with Joe Brown, who helped me understand the sovereign-
ty of God over all areas of life. He was a great man because 
his love for God was always an expression of his love for 
man, and his love for man always pointed to his love for 
God. In that, he had the reality and the power of the his-
toric Christian faith. He changed lives wherever he went.”

Joe Knott III, Raleigh, N.C.
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Considering multicultural ministry 

in North America or around the 

world?   You should be!

Come to Reformed Theological Seminary 

in Jackson, MS and find out why!

Our multicultural faculty will help  

prepare you for ministry in today’s world 

through tracks leading to:

Ph.D. in Intercultural Studies (Ph.D./ICS)

Doctor of Ministry

Th.M.

M.Div.

M.A.

Certificate

For more information, visit our  

website at: www.rts.edu/jackson/
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