










sion sites, it enrolled over 2,700 students. Its full-time resi-
dential faculty has grown from five to over 40. Its inaugural 
year’s operational budget of $110,000 is a mere fraction of its 
current annual budget, which exceeds $12 million. Formed 
at first primarily as an effort to renew one denomination (the 
Southern Presbyterian Church), RTS now has students from 
over 60 denominations.

But statistics do not tell the whole story, and there are bet-
ter ways to measure the success of RTS. Mere numbers can-
not convey the seminary’s ongoing commitment to combine 
intellectual integrity with a focus on serving the church. For 
example, in his classroom lectures Simon Kistemaker visu-
alizes behind every student a congregation that will even-
tually profit from his teaching. Accordingly, Kistemaker is 
fond of citing the role RTS has played in the growth of the 
Reformed faith in Indonesia, where RTS graduates have es-
tablished churches, seminaries and Bible colleges. It is pre-
cisely this investment in the formation of international lead-
ers, notes Elias Medeiros (native Brazilian, RTS alumnus 
and professor of missions), that has enabled the seminary to 
serve in the spread of the Reformed faith. 

And yet, if RTS was not daunted by its humble origins in 
1966, neither should an assessment of its history derive mere-
ly from its size and influence today. Perhaps the best image 
for the school’s first 40 years is from the summer of 2005, 
when Hurricane Katrina blasted through the Gulf Coast 
and roared north through Mississippi. The storm tore down 
a 200-year-old oak tree that collapsed upon the north wing 
of the RTS White House. Although the stately building was 
badly bruised, the original home of RTS survived, a symbol 
of God’s sustaining faithfulness. It 
was soon refurbished, and contin-
ues to serves as a guest house and 
conference center on the Jackson 
campus (recently renamed the 
Belcher Campus, in honor of the 
many ways in which the late for-
mer Board member Elliot Belcher 
served the seminary).

Today the RTS faculty is still challenged by the question 
that prompted the school’s founding: “Do we need an infal-
lible Bible?” As it has sought to refute old heresies and new 
perspectives, the seminary continues to teach the people of 
God to trust the Word of God. Faithful to the Scriptures and 
its system of doctrine as summarized in the Westminster 
Standards, faculty members understand their scholarship as 
spiritual warfare against modern unbelief and their pastoral 
calling to place the gospel in the center of peoples’ lives.

By God’s grace, RTS will continue to train ministers of 
the Word of God for another 40 years and beyond. To do 
so, it will need diligent faculty members eager to teach the 
whole counsel of God, wise Board members exercising care-
ful stewardship of God’s abundance, and faithful lay people 
like the Mississippians who gathered to hear the dream of 
the founding Board. 

Most of all, it must cultivate a community of faith that 
continues to ask the question that Sam Patterson posed in 
Erskine Wells’ office in 1963: “How big is your God?” ◆

Adapted from a book 
written by John R. Muether 
to be published to celebrate 
the 40th anniversary of RTS. 
To order, visit the online 
bookstore at rts.edu or an 
RTS campus bookstore.

John R. Muether is direc-
tor of libraries for RTS and 
associate professor of church 
history at RTS-Orlando.           
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You know you need �a will  
 if you:

have loved ones who depend on you

have young children

wish to determine who gets your estate

have a disabled child or spouse

have favorite charities that need your support

want to be the one — instead of the state —  

to decide what happens to your estate

During our lifetimes we go to great length to manage our lives. We work, save, plan and 
spend according to the way we believe God would have us.  Likewise, at our passing 
we should do the same. A will or living trust is the best way to accomplish our wishes 
with what we leave. Only about half of adult Americans have wills or living trusts, and 
many who do have them should have them reviewed and updated. Christians, more than 
others, should be good stewards of what God has entrusted.

Spring is a great time to review your plans. A properly drawn will or living trust is 
essential to be certain your plans are carried out.  Do you have a will or living trust? Is it 
up to date?  

A will can be the simplest estate-planning tool. A living trust can be the most effective. 
One or both are essential for most of us.  

To see how, let us send you one of our simple booklets: How to Make a Will That Works, 
Personal Financial Affairs Record or Giving Through Living Trusts.

Call Mr. Robert Bridges, Executive Vice President, RTS Foundation at 859.368.0451 
or email at bbridges@rts.edu.   
There is absolutely no obligation — we are just delighted to help.

And as you make your plans, we hope you will remember to  
include Reformed Theological Seminary.
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