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Introduction

Many church plants have ended up with problems because of assessment. It is our view that a church planter should be assessed before going to the field. Assessment is nothing more and nothing less than the necessary affirmation of a  cal to a specific ministry. It is not really an assessment of pastoral ministry per se but of the specific calling of a church planter. I have included traits of the church planter as prepared by Dr. Allen Thompson. These are important. But I want to spend time in God’s Word to seek out, in the context of a church planting situation, the gifts and graces that we see there. The best place to go for that is the pastoral epistles. I will limit our focus to only Timothy and leave Titus to himself for a while. But as we open our Bibles and examine 1 and 2 Timothy, what, could we say, are the features of this portrait of a church planter?
We begin by looking at Paul’s own call to ministry, his testimony and his exhortation to faithfulness in Pastor Timothy in 1 Timothy.
	1 Timothy    


1. The church planter is a man who is called by God and knows it. 

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by command of God our Savior and of Christ Jesus our hope, 1 Timothy 1.1

2.  The church planter is a man who is investing his life in other church planters. 
He is extending the kingdom not only through laboring with the saints, by preaching to the world, but by giving his life and gifts and experiences away to younger men in ministry.

To Timothy, my true child in the faith: ¶ Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. 1 Timothy 1.2

3.  The church planter is a man who is decisive. “As I urged you...” (3)

4. The church planter is a man who is called to a place and stays there, until called away to another Gospel work by God, to cultivate that plant. 

As I urged you when I was going to Macedonia, remain at Ephesus so that you may charge certain persons not to teach any different doctrine, 1 Timothy 1.3

5.  The church planter is a theologian.

As I urged you when I was going to Macedonia, remain at Ephesus so that you may charge certain persons not to teach any different doctrine, 1 Timothy 1.3
6.  The Church planter is a man is a bold preacher of Gospel truth, unafraid to confront error when necessary.

As I urged you when I was going to Macedonia, remain at Ephesus so that you may charge certain persons not to teach any different doctrine, 1 Timothy 1.3 nor to devote themselves to myths and endless genealogies, which promote speculations rather than the stewardship from God that is by faith. 4 The aim of our charge is love that issues from a pure heart and a good conscience and a sincere faith. 5 Certain persons, by swerving from these, have wandered away into vain discussion, 6 desiring to be teachers of the law, without understanding either what they are saying or the things about which they make confident assertions. 7
7.  The church planter is a man who loves people and desires the spiritual health of human beings.

The aim of our charge is love that issues from a pure heart and a good conscience and a sincere faith. 5 

8.  The church planter is a man who sees himself as possessing a sacred Trust in the Gospel, handed down from Jesus Christ himself.

Now we know that the law is good, if one uses it lawfully, 1 Timothy 1.8 understanding this, that the law is not laid down for the just but for the lawless and disobedient, for the ungodly and sinners, for the unholy and profane, for those who strike their fathers and mothers, for murderers, 9 the sexually immoral, men who practice homosexuality, enslavers, liars, perjurers, and whatever else is contrary to sound doctrine, 10 in accordance with the gospel of the glory of the blessed God with which I have been entrusted. 11

9.  The church planter is a man who is burning alive with the Gospel of grace in his own life. Others come to watch him burn.

I thank him  who has given me strength, Christ Jesus our Lord, because he judged me faithful,  appointing me to his service,  1 Timothy 1.12 though formerly I was a blasphemer,  persecutor, and insolent opponent. But  I received mercy  because I had acted ignorantly in unbelief,  13 and  the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the  faith and love that are in Christ Jesus.  14 The saying is  trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus  came into the world to save sinners,  of whom I am the foremost.  15 But I received mercy for this reason, that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display his perfect patience as an example to those who were to believe in him for eternal life.  16 To  the King of ages,  immortal,  invisible,  the only God,  be honor and glory forever and ever.  Amen.  17

10. The church planter is a man who worships Jesus Christ out of grace and speaks much of Jesus in everything he does. 
For note how Paul breaks out, in verse 17, with spontaneous doxology!

The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am the foremost. 15 But I received mercy for this reason, that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display his perfect patience as an example to those who were to believe in him for eternal life. 16 To the King of ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen. 17

11.  The church planter must feel the weight of Providence on his life, he believes that he is called of God to labor in the work of church planting. 
For note, in verse 18-20 how Paul charges Timothy in accord with prophecies made about him. We do not advocate prophecies and continuing revelation (indeed I preach against such an idea!) but we do recognize the ministry of the Holy Spirit moving through the Church to affirm men for church planting. Thus you should know that you are called. You should have heard the words of encouragement to preach the Gospel and specifically to go and establish a church plant or a movement of church plants.

This charge I entrust to you, Timothy, my child, in accordance with the prophecies previously made about you, that by them you may wage the good warfare, 1 Timothy 1.18

12.  The church planter must be a man who is fearful of falling into error or into sin and thus stays close to His Savior less he become shipwrecked.

This charge I entrust to you, Timothy, my child, in accordance with the prophecies previously made about you, that by them you may wage the good warfare, 1 Timothy 1.18 holding faith and a good conscience. By rejecting this, some have made shipwreck of their faith, 19 among whom are Hymenaeus and Alexander, whom I have handed over to Satan that they may learn not to blaspheme. 20
Now from this point we see that Paul enters into charging Timothy to face up to the challenges in this re-plant: issues in worship and public prayer (2.1-7), issues with men (2. 2-8), role relationship issues in the church with women (2.9-15) issues in leadership (3.1-13), and issues with false doctrine (4.1-5). Paul also directly charges Timothy with matters concerning his ministry (4.6-5.2), before moving to his conclusion (6.20-21).

13.  The church planter, as pastor, must give guidance to saints in all matters of faith and life. He must withhold nothing that is helpful or according to doctrine even when it is controversial or unpopular to do so.
This is evident in the whole of this letter but especially as Timothy must address issues in worship, in role relationships of men and women and in giving authoritative guidance for leadership qualifications in the church.
And regarding Chapter three let us state this:
14. A church planter is a man who can share ministry with other leaders. 
The church planter must aim to build up leaders in the church and then to give away his ministry, as it were, to others (2 Tim. 2.2). He must, to quote Paul in Titus, “set in order the things that remain” and “appoint elders in every city.” This is his work as well as preaching the Gospel. An evangelist, in the fullest sense of that word, is one who is establishing self governing congregations led by a plurality of elders with a primary preaching pastor as its head. Most of the time that pastor is the church planter but not always. But one thing is for sure: the church planter must be a man who can work towards sharing the ministry with others. There is no “empire building” allowed in the Word of God!

15.  A church planter is a man who loves the Church and desires to shape her according to the Biblical pattern.

I hope to come to you soon, but I am writing these things to you so that, 1Timothy 3.14 if I delay, you may know how one ought to behave in the household of God, which is the church of the living God, a pillar and buttress of the truth. 15 
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· Prayer

· Discussion

· Break
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