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We continue looking at Paul’s own call to ministry, his testimony and his exhortation to faithfulness in Pastor Timothy in 1 Timothy.
	1 Timothy    


· 16.  A church planter is a man who is the incarnational repository of sacred truth and confessions of faith.

Great indeed, we confess, is the mystery of godliness:


 He was manifested in the flesh,



vindicated by the Spirit, 




 seen by angels,


 proclaimed among the nations,



 believed on in the world, 

· 


 taken up in glory. 16

· 17.  The church planter is a discerning pastor who seeks to understand the theological issues which threaten the flock.

· Now the Spirit expressly says that in later times some will depart from the faith by devoting themselves to deceitful spirits and teachings of demons, 1Timothy 4.1 through the insincerity of liars whose consciences are seared, 2 who forbid marriage and require abstinence from foods that God created to be received with thanksgiving by those who believe and know the truth. 3 For everything created by God is good, and nothing is to be rejected if it is received with thanksgiving, 4 for it is made holy by the word of God and prayer. 5

· Now I want to focus on this one passage and shall hope to derive some precious colors for our portrat which is in process of being painted from the Pastoral Epistles. Let us feed on this passage:

· If you put these things before the brothers,  you will be a good servant of Christ Jesus, being trained in the words of the faith and of the good doctrine that you have  followed.  1Timothy 4.6 Have nothing to do with irreverent,  silly myths. Rather  train yourself for godliness;  7 for while  bodily training is of some value, godliness  is of value in every way, as  it holds promise for the present life and also for the life to come.  8 The saying is  trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance.  9 For to this end we toil and strive,  because we have our hope set on the living God,  who is the Savior of all people, especially of those who believe.  10
· Thus we may advance these five truths about the man who labors in church planting:
18.  The church planter is a man who is well trained in the Word of God.

19.. The church planter is a man who is not swayed by theological novelty but he “keeps the main things the main things.”

20.  The church planter is a man who pursues holiness of faith and life.

21.  The church planter is a man who sees himself on a heavenly journey. This world is not his home. The churches he plants, thus, have a heavenly focus.

· 22.  The church planter is a man who is a diligent laborer for Christ and the things of God.

· And now look at the concluding charges of St. Paul to Timothy and let us continue our portrait work.

· 23.  The church planter is a man who must stand as an authoratative teacher of the Word of God to the people of God.

· Command and teach  these things.  1Timothy 4.11  

· 24.  The church planter must be a man who is an example before the flock of “conduct, love, faith and purity.”
· Let no one despise you for your youth, but set the believers  an example in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith, in purity.  12 

· 25.  The church planter is a man who is gifted in public ministry and who conducts that ministry regularly.

· Until I come, devote yourself to the public reading of Scripture, to exhortation, to teaching.  13  

· 26.  The church planter is an ordained minister of Christ who constantly seeks to cultivate the gifts which the Lord has given to him.

· Do not neglect the gift you have, which was given you by prophecy when the council of elders laid their hands on you. 14 Practice these things, immerse yourself in them, so that all may see your progress. 15 Keep a close watch on yourself and on the teaching. Persist in this, for by so doing you will save both yourself and your hearers. 16

· 27. The church planter sees his vocation as his sanctification.

· Do not neglect the gift you have, which was given you by prophecy when the council of elders laid their hands on you. 14 Practice these things, immerse yourself in them, so that all may see your progress. 15 Keep a close watch on yourself and on the teaching. Persist in this, for by so doing you will save both yourself and your hearers. 16

· 28.  The church planter is a man who is wise in relationships to the generations and the genders in his congeregation.

· Do not rebuke an older man but encourage him as you would a father,  younger men as brothers,  1Timothy 5.1 older women as mothers, younger women as sisters, in all purity.  2
· 29.  The church planter is a pastor who seeks to build up the faith in family life in his congregation.

· Honor widows who are truly widows. 1Timothy 5.3 But if a widow has children or grandchildren, let them first learn to show godliness to their own household and to make some return to their parents, for this is pleasing in the sight of God. 4 She who is truly a widow, left all alone, has set her hope on God and continues in supplications and prayers night and day, 5 but she who is self-indulgent is dead even while she lives. 6 Command these things as well, so that they may be without reproach. 7 But if anyone does not provide for his relatives, and especially for members of his household, he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever. 8
· 30. The church planter is a man of honor whose labor is not an entrepeneur, not a CEO, not a religious store manager, but a man who labors in preaching and teaching.

· Let the elders  who rule well be considered worthy of  double honor, especially those who labor in preaching and teaching.  1Timothy 5.17

· 31.  The church planter is a wise, discerning judge of many things in the ministry.

· In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus and of the elect angels  I charge you to keep these rules without prejudging,  doing nothing from partiality.  21

· The sins of some men are conspicuous, going before them to judgment, but the sins of others appear later.  24 So also good works are conspicuous, and  even those that are not cannot remain hidden.  25

· 32.  The church planter is careful as to who he invites to share in ministry.

· Do not be hasty in the  laying on of hands, nor  take part in the sins of others; keep yourself pure.  22

· 33. The church planter should be careful to keep his own body prepared for service to the Lord (watch your health!).

· (No longer drink only water, but  use a little wine  for the sake of your stomach and your frequent ailments.)  23 

· 34.  The church planter is a man who encourages the saints in their role relationships with each other.

· Let all who are under a yoke as slaves regard their own masters as worthy of all honor, so that the name of God and the teaching may not be reviled. 1Timothy 6.1 Those who have believing masters must not be disrespectful on the ground that they are brothers; rather they must serve all the better since those who benefit by their good service are believers and beloved.

· 35.  The church planter is a man who is contented with Christ and his lot in life as a slave of Jesus. He is not money hungry. 

· Teach and urge these things.  2 If anyone  teaches a different doctrine and does not agree with  the sound  words of our Lord Jesus Christ and the teaching  that accords with godliness,  3  he is puffed up with conceit and  understands nothing. He has an unhealthy craving for  controversy and for  quarrels about words, which produce envy, dissension, slander, evil suspicions,  4 and constant friction among people  who are depraved in mind and deprived of the truth,  imagining that godliness is a means of gain.  5 Now there is great gain in  godliness  with contentment,  6 for  we brought nothing into the world, and  we cannot take anything out of the world.  7 But  if we have food and clothing, with these we will be content.  8 But  those who desire to be rich fall into temptation,  into a snare, into many senseless and harmful desires that  plunge people into ruin and destruction.  9 For the love of money is a root of  all kinds of evils. It is through this craving that some have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many pangs.  10

· And on this same Scripture:

· 36. The church planter must be a minister who is in pursuit of God for the gifts of God.

· But as for you,  O man of God,  flee these things.  Pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, steadfastness, gentleness.  1Timothy 6.11

· 37.  The church planter is a man whose vision is for a new heaven and a new earth and he lives in the light of eternity.

· Take hold of the eternal life to which you were called and about which you made the good confession in the presence of many witnesses. 12 I charge you in the presence of God, who gives life to all things, and of Christ Jesus, who in his testimony before Pontius Pilate made the good confession, 13 to keep the commandment unstained and free from reproach until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ, 14 which he will display at the proper time—he who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords, 15 who alone has immortality, who dwells in unapproachable light, whom no one has ever seen or can see. To him be honor and eternal dominion. Amen. 16

· 38. The church planter is a man who is interested in establishing a church that, through his teaching and example, will become a center for generous giving.

· As for the rich in this present age, charge them not to be haughty, nor to set their hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly provides us with everything to enjoy. 1Timothy 6.17 They are to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to share, 18 thus storing up treasure for themselves as a good foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of that which is truly life. 19

· 39.  The church planter is a single minded trustee of the Gospel.

· O Timothy, guard the deposit entrusted to you. Avoid the irreverent babble and contradictions of what is falsely called “knowledge,” 1Timothy 6.20 for by professing it some have swerved from the faith.

· Grace be with you. 21
Conclusion to Lecture 5

· Discussion

· Prayer

· Break
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