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With attention to the article from Dr. Phil Douglas about 

 "Twenty Ways to Plant Churches in North America"
 Introduction

We have spent no small amount of time in studying the life and work of a church planter according to expository principles gleaned from the pastoral epistles. But we turn now to dealing with the matter of strategy. “If church planting is the most effective way of fulfilling the Great Commission of Jesus Christ, then how should this work be accomplished?”

We begin with some anecdotal evidences as supplied by Dr. Phil Douglas of Covenant Theological Seminary in his very helpful “Twenty Ways to Plant Churches in North America.” I want to take the time to read over it and summarize our findings:

According to the study of Dr. Douglas there are (at least) twenty ways to plant churches, however, I would consolidate and characterize as the following:

1. A Bible study core group (whether initiated by a lay church officer or not)

2. Colonizing (creating a core from within the Mother Church and then leaving to plant a church in a different area)

3. Evangelist church plant (where there are no core group members, only the vision of an evangelist or presbytery or other sending body)

4. Cross cultural church plant (where a congregation or a denomination seeks to send out a minister to plant a church for a specific ethnic group, or a particular cultural subset within the larger community)

5. Collegial Church Plant (Where a core group is gathered from several different churches and a pastor either goes with them or is later called)

6. Seminary based church plant (a course in church planting becomes a catalyst for a new church either through a church planter being trained to go out and plant churches or a group of individuals forming a core group with the professor, perhaps, becoming the church planting pastor)

7. Re-plant (where a floundering or failed church planted work is targeted for renewal under the auspices of a new church planter/pastor)

8. A church split (this may sound funny but controversy can sometimes result in a [preferably] friendly division; or it can be a planned split for the sake of growth, or alleviating over crowding)

9. Discipleship Church Plant (a church disciples a man, sends him to seminary, gives him the finances and the core group to found the church)

One could draw this down even more, given that some of the 9 that I list have significant similarities in origin (the DNA strand of a church plant is most important to understanding to dynamics of that plant). I would then suggest only four.

· Church based

· Core Group or Bible Study based

· Evangelist initiated, or

· Re-Plant.

Each of these has unique dynamics and challenges. I shall hope to dive deeper into these matters is a subsequent study. But for now, let us simply move through the Book of Acts to discern, from the very Acts of the Apostles, how churches were planted there.
To begin with we must at least say that it is Jesus who commissions this work as He instructs the disciples to wait for the Holy Spirit, to receive the promise of divine power and outpouring and to become witnesses to Jesus in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth (1.8). Angelic pronouncement followed Christ’ glorious ascension (1.11), apparently chastising them for not moving at the direction of Jesus but rather looking at the strange sight of Christ being lifted up into heaven. We must also say that during this time the disciples entered into prayer, with the women and with Mary, the mother of our Lord, and with Jesus’ brothers (1.14). Peter then stands and callus upon the people to seek out another leader to replace Judas and Matthias is chosen to be a part of the twelve apostles. Then, as they were obediently in prayer, with their leadership in place, the Day of Pentecost comes with the supernatural working of the Holy Spirit. The Church is inaugurated to now fulfill the worldwide commission given by Jesus. As we know, the rest of Doctor Luke’s account of the Acts of the Apostles then follows the outward, obedient movement of the Church according to the divine pattern laid out: Jerusalem, Judea and Samaria, and the ends of the earth.

So this is the setting for the work of church planting(I say again, according to divine example, the fullest expression and answer to the Great Commission. Now we are ready to consider, together, the way that this was accomplished. 

You will note that much of the strategy for carrying out the Gospel work happens as a result of Providence alone. No other explanation could be offered and no human response could be made: except one: PRAYER. The important thing to note in all of this is that church planting happens in ordinary (evangelistic preaching campaigns in cities) and extraordinary ways (miraculous healings that startle a community into faith), but it is all of God.
Strategies in Acts for Church Planting
1. Prayer meetings (Acts 1.14)

2. Evangelistic Preaching (2.41-46)

3. Local Church renewal (6.1-8)

4. Persecution (let the Lord handle this one!) (8.1-4)

5. Lay-led missionary work (8.4)

6. Displays of the Converting Power of God over Supernatural Powers (8.9-13; 25; 19.11-20)

7. Rebuking of Ungodliness in a community (14-24; 25)

8. Bible study (8.26-39)

9. Evangelistic Preaching campaign (8.40)

10. Forging a testimony that will become a sermon (as in Saul’s at 9)

11. Supernatural healing (9.32-35; 36-43; 14.8-18)

12. Breaking Down Walls of Division (10)

13. Cross cultural evangelistic initiatives (11.19-21)

14. Powerful Teaching and Preaching in a local church (11.25-26)

15. Political Events (12.20-24)

16. Expectant Worship in a local church (13.1-3)

17. Fasting and prayer by the leadership of the local church (13.3)

18. Authoritative preaching by the church planter (13.1-12)

19. By reaching out to those with some knowledge of God (the Jews in the synagogues) (13.13-52; 14.1-7; 17.1-4, 10-15; 18.1-4, 19; 19.8-10; 21.27-22.1-21)

20. Being stoned to death and given over as dead (14.19-23)

21. Appointing elders in every church and committing the believers in the new church plants to those men (14.23)

22. Testimony to God’s power in other places builds up and encouraging the church plants (14.24-28)

23. Standing up for the Gospel of grace at General Assembly (15, see the end of this in v. 41 and 16.1-5)

24. Being forbidden by the Holy Spirit to go to your destination and instead being called by another need, and discerning that as the call of God (16.6-10)

25. Conversational evangelism (16.11-15)

26. Being beaten, thrown in prison, and turning the cell into a sanctuary with prayers and hymns (16.16-40)

27. Reaching out to those in pagan religions through discovering their religious point of reference and using it to preach the Gospel (17.16-34)

28. Strengthening disciples in the church plants through presence [and preaching] (18.23; 20.1-2)

29. Eloquent public preaching and argumentation in the public arena (18.24-28)

30. Strong theological teaching (19.1-7)

31. Being arrested, appearing before authorities, , being held in custody, using civil rights to appeal to a higher authority, sailing to Rome, getting shipwrecked in a storm, healing a deep wound of a viper, and landing on an island called Malta, where the father of the chief is dying and then healed, and the whole island healed (23-28.10)

32. Being sent as a prison to the highest authority in the world of men (28.11-24)

33. Advancing the Gospel with people who are blind, dull-hearted, deaf to the things of God and finding your new ministry with others who will receive the Gospel (28.25-29)

34. Tent making (28.28-31).
Conclusion to this study

1. Concluding time

a. Discussion

b. Prayer

c. Break
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