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A Personal Vision and Mission

For what is our hope or joy or crown of boasting before our Lord Jesus at his coming? Is it not you? For you are our glory and joy (1Thessalonians 2:19-20 ESV).
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Introduction

This personal vision and mission paper is intended to say the main things that are on my heart. Story is the key way that I perceive what God is doing in my life, in the lives of others, and in redemptive history. One can learn more about my life through the book published by Christian Focus called What God Starts, God Completes: Help and Hope for Hurting People
. Or one can learn more of my passion through the musical collections that have been produced by Music for Missions.
 One can read the academic or popular publications or even listen to the lectures or archives of sermons available on the Internet.
 One can learn more about my thoughts on living before God through another book I have written.
 

I believe every preacher only has one sermon. My sermon is simply “the very thing that has sought to destroy you has become in the hands of a sovereign and gracious God the very thing that He uses to save you.” This is the power of the Cross in which I glory. But this paper, ministry focused, lays out my personal vision and mission by progressing from burden, to value, to vision, to mission, to philosophy of ministry, to strategies.

The most important thing to say as I present these thoughts is that I am a sinner saved by grace and called to preach that which I once blasphemed, the unsearchable riches of Jesus Christ. To know that, and to know that Christ saved me, and that I believe He not only elected me before the foundation of the earth, but also called me to preach before I was yet born is to know the heartbeat of these convictions that I lay forth.

Burden

The burden is what drives the vision. I want God’s burden for His world, for redeeming the fallen condition, as my burden. I exist to glorify God and to experience His burden for His own creation’s redemption. I am a participant in that and thus my life’s meaning is tied to His burden. Burden is related to Vision for Vision is the thing that lifts burden.

Thus, I discern in my own heart and life, through experience and passion, the following burdens:

I have a burden for reaching a post-Christian West: Our people perish because of sin. The burden is for the West and for the United States of America that God would send revival. The burden is to pray for revival. The burden is to spread the doctrines of grace—the old Reformed faith—to as many people as we can. The goal is to inculcate prayer in our churches and to promote the ordinary means of grace to reach this broken nation.

I have a burden for a generation filled with personal brokenness: Our generation is broken from the inside out. Souls languish, believers bleed, and unbelievers are lost and dying. The burden is to pray for souls saved and lives transformed, to work and preach and give my all for revival, which only God can send.

I have a burden for the need for revival: Revival moves over the global South and the global East. The burden is thus for following the work of the Lord to help pastors and people in the impoverished, persecuted Church who are following Jesus Christ. The burden is to lift up the faithful.

I have a burden for the need to support global mission and revival by strengthening the pastoral leadership there: God is doing great things in other parts of the world in our generation. I believe that God has given us two thousand years of Christian scholarship and training and theological depth in the Reformed faith that must be transferred to the global South and East in order to deepen the revival for the teaching of the truth.

Values

Values are the internal operating system convictions that shape and drive vision. The values in my life and ministry seek to be grounded in the Word and aimed at fulfilling the Great Commission through an emphasis on teaching through the worldview of the Reformed faith.

An immovable value in my life is the principle place of the Word of God:

I believe in the priority of the inerrant and infallible and altogether sufficient Word of the living God. I am committed to promoting a worldview that sees and evaluates all of life through the lens of Holy Scripture, divine revelation—“a Word from another world”—breathed out by God through men of God and propositionally presented in the 66 books of the Bible.

But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed, knowing from whom you learned it and how from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred writings, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be competent, equipped for every good work (2 Timothy 3:14-17).

An immovable value in my life is the pervasive place of God’s grace: 

I believe in the preeminence of the doctrines of grace: by grace alone, through faith alone, in Christ alone, according to the Scriptures alone, and to God’s glory alone. This is nothing but the Gospel. This Gospel has been presented in history as the Reformed faith. Indeed, I believe that grace is what defines Augustinian Christianity and shapes Calvinism and the Reformed faith. I believe it is pervasive because it is the Gospel of God, the beautiful message of what God hath required, God hath provided. Grace is not only how we are saved, kept, but it is also how we relate to each other and to unbelievers. 

I believe in always seeking to reform my life and ministry to the old paths and to lead God’s people in this way. To locate the old paths is to discover a Scripturally faithful way into the future. I believe that this faith is taught in the Bible and best summarized and systematized in the Westminster Standards.

For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast (Ephesians 2:8-9 ESV).

Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls ( Jeremiah 6:16a KJV).

An immovable value in my life is the preeminent place of prayer and the Spirit: 

I believe in the power and leading of the Holy Spirit in much prayer. I believe that our decisions and actions should be conditioned by the still small voice of the Lord, which comes to us through Word, Sacrament and especially through Prayer. Therefore I do not lead. I follow. In following, I seek to serve, and point others to the Way that I find in the Word, and as I am led by the Spirit of God in quiet times of meditation, reading, as well as in reverent public worship in the sacred assembly of the saints.

An immovable value in my life is the prevailing place of the Great Commission: 

I believe in the urgency of the Great Commission. To keep the main thing the main thing is to have a prevailing view and integration of the Great Commission in all that I do. We must leverage and do all we can to reach the world for Jesus Christ through the ordinary means of grace, under the authority of Christ, and to teach them whatsoever He has commanded. This involves a comprehensive program of ministry that extends from soul winning, to equipping pastors and missionaries and other Christian leaders to supporting church planting movements in barren, burned over lands (e.g., the West) and supporting new church leader training and evangelism in blazing lands of Spirit wrought revival (e.g., the global South and the global East).

And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age” (Matthew 28:18-20).

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth (Acts 1:8).

An immovable value in my life is the primary place of the church: 

The Church, the sacred assembly of God’s people dispersed across the earth and also settled in heaven, is the center of God’s redemptive work in history. I labor to build up the Bride of Christ. While the Church militant, the Church visible exists wherever there are believers in Jesus Christ, I believe that giving my life through the local church or through a ministry that is closely associated with the local church, or helping to bless and beautify the local church, is how I believe that I am called to invest and steward the years the Lord gives me. Thus, I desire to preach, administer Sacraments, lead movements of people and resources, cast vision, and give my years to strengthen the Church all over the world, and especially of the Presbyterian and Reformed branches.

And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it (Matthew 16:18).

Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to the power at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen (Ephesians 3:20-21).

Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to care for the church of God, which he obtained with his own blood    (Acts 20:28).

So that through the church the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places (Ephesians 3:10).

An immovable value in my life is the privilege of equipping others for ministry: 

This is true in my family. This is true in the Church. This is true in the seminary. I want to invest my life in my own ministry—through leading movements or churches or teaching and preaching the Word of God, and administering the Sacraments, and giving my life to Prayer—but I believe it is my sacred duty to pass this along to another generation of pastors, teachers, young men and young women of God. It is my duty to pass along what I have been taught to my son as well as to parishioners and seminarians.

My job description is given in Ephesians 4:11,12 and in 2 Timothy 2:2:

And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ (Ephesians 4:11-12). 

And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also (2 Timothy 2:2).

Vision

The Vision is the ideal that lifts the burden. It is the over-arching, ever-present, all-consuming energy and forward movement in my life. But it can never be separated from the burden that God has given me. Thus, with these burdens, and guided by these values, I state my vision as this:

I want to leverage the gifts and abilities that the Lord has entrusted to me, prayerfully surrendered to His Lordship and for the good of others, and to follow His leading through the open doors of opportunity, that I will reach as many people as I can with the Gospel of Jesus Christ so that on the Day when Christ comes again there will be a multitude of saints, saved from a crumbling West, saved in a blazing revival, saved through the generations that I will never see, safe in the arms of Jesus. That is my glory and my joy.

Simply put: I want to spend and be spent in the ministry, in order to see souls safe in the arms of Jesus when He comes again. 

Mission

I seek to move my life toward that vision through Christ-like integrity, Biblical honor, genuine humility, Spirit-filled boldness, and sacred duty in my relationship to God in Word, Sacrament and Prayer, in my relationship to my wife and to my family, through my relationship with the Church, and as far as can be done, through my relationships with all others, through personal consecration, continued education, and holy affiliation with others who join with me in this vision and mission of Christ and keep me accountable to it.

Philosophy of Ministry

Sacred Communication: 

I want to personally teach the Word of God to as many people as I can through every means available, including preaching before congregations, as well as multimedia and mass media, and equipping others to preach as well.

Multiplication of Ministry:

I desire to multiply each and every message that God gives me so that one sermon reaches an original congregation of people, and then is used in articles, books, audio and visual reproduction going to the ends of the earth, through the generations.

Pastoral Ministry:

My identity is as a shepherd of Christ who feeds His people. I remain in that role before the Lord wherever I go so that I can bring the blessings of God to the lives of God’s people, as well as leading the lost to the Lord.

Praying for Revival:

I want to give my life to building up what remains in old Christendom. My priority focus is on preaching through the churches of America and Western Europe. This means the support for church planting. This means the cultivation of holiness and of prayer in my life as well as joining with others to labor and pray for God to send revival in our generation, or to use our prayers to lay a holy foundation for future rains of refreshment in Christ.

Global Mission:

I want to use the rest of my years to support the work of teaching, equipping and supporting the revivals and emergence of new churches in the new Christendom, which has been called the global south and the global east. This means forming alliances, leveraging people and technology to assist the new movements of the Holy Spirit in those places. It also means standing with those churches and Christians who are enduring persecution for their faith in Jesus Christ.

Creative Ministry:

I want to advance the Gospel through preaching, speaking, writing, art and music. Thus I follow Jesus and seek to lead the flock by sermon and song, poetry and preaching, and discovering the stories of God’s grace in their lives and then showing them the glory of Christ alive in them and among them. I seek a seamless ministry that incorporates all of the gifts for ministry to fulfill the purposes of God in the world.

Serving and Collaborating: 

I desire to fulfill my calling to Christ through the building up of a ministry that shares the same values so that working together, more is accomplished for the Kingdom. I am not a loner. I prefer to be a man under authority and to seek out that godly authority in which to exercise ministry. Thus, again, I am committed to a Presbyterian relationship with others in the Body of Christ.

Strategies

The Ordinary Means of Grace: 

I believe that supernatural ends can only be achieved through supernatural means. Thus I am committed to the ministry of Word, Sacrament and Prayer as the heaven-sent, God-ordained means of fulfilling God’s purposes on earth.

Waiting: 

I will not seek “calls.” God knows where I am. He will open doors, allow me to hear the cries of others to “come and help” and humble me to wait and listen. I will ask that when open doors are given, He will provide me with the courage to walk through them in order to fulfill this vision and mission that He has put on my heart. I do not see these calls as necessarily terminal destinations, but more like military assignments in the one, long ministry of the Gospel in my life. While I go to one call and expect to stay there for the rest of my life, I am willing to go wherever God calls me to go, confirming that through my family and through colleagues in the ministry.

Family: 

I will make my family a part of my ministry by daily devotions, morning and evening, so that my heart does not run ahead of theirs.

Listening, Learning, Loving: 

I will seek God by ever increasingly life of reading, studying the lives and ministries of others, and by listening to the wisdom of others. I will listen, learn and love within the context of the Body of Christ.

Like-minded Churches and Organizations: 

I am committed to ministering as a man under authority and thus seek collaborative, collegial and like-minded associations under which to minister. That is but one reason that I am a Presbyterian.
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