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THE PERSONAL AND SPIRITUAL LIFE

OF THE CHURCH PLANTER

Focusing and Prioritizing Your Life and Ministry

A. Answering two key questions:

(1) Who has God called me to be?

(2) Therefore, what has God called me to do?

B. One way of answering the first question

(1) A child of God/disciple of Jesus who has a consistent and vital walk with the Lord

(2) A strong, godly marriage and family

-----------------------------------------------

(3) A faithful man of prayer for the work of the ministry

(4) A catalytic and visionary leader

(5) An effective preacher/teacher of God’s word

(6) An equipper/discipler of God’s people

(7) A faithful and fruitful evangelist

C. One way of, correspondingly, answering the second question – i.e. how I might budget, focus, prioritize my time and energy:

(1) A man of prayer and the word– consistent, deep “devotions”; rooted in the gospel and growing in the grace and knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ.

(2) A husband and father who makes his family a priority before God in terms of time and attention

------------------------------------------------

(3) Prayer (Acts 6:4)

(4) Leadership – planning, vision casting, strategizing (+ denominational involvement)

(5) Networking/Gathering/Evangelizing 

(6) Leadership Development (Eph. 4:11ff) – along with the exercise of general leadership this means equipping and releasing the body of Christ, within the context of the vision and philosophy of ministry of the church, to lead in the following areas of ministry:

· worship and music

· pastoral care and counseling

· teaching and discipleship

· administration and management

· service and mercy

· outreach and evangelism

· church planting and world missions

(7) Preaching/Teaching (along with the necessary study and preparation)

The Planter’s/Pastor’s Personal Spiritual Life – walking with the Lord in His word and prayer; living by the gospel; abiding in Christ; growing in the grace and knowledge of the Lord Jesus (John 15:1-11)

A. Having a consistent and meaningful devotional life

- Proverbs 4:23 (it’s what’s “under the hood” that counts)

B. The Ministry of Prayer

C. His marriage and family

      D. Supportive relationships 

