
Paul’s First Missionary Journey 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ITINERARY OF THE 1st MISSIONARY JOURNEY 
(Acts 13-14) 
 
Syrian Antioch Structure of leadership 
   Commissioning by HS 
Cyprus   Barnabas’ Home 
   A Jewish Sorcerer 
   A Roman Proconsul 
   Paul’s “Name Change” 
Pisidian Antioch Abandonment by John (Mark) 
   Paul’s Gospel to Jews & Gentile God-fearers 
   Pivot in the Ministry: Targeting Gentiles... 
Iconium  ... But Still Going to Synagogue 
   Paul & Banabas = “Apostles” 
Lystra   Timothy’s home 
   Problem with (Non-self-attesting) Signs 
Derbe   Many Disciples 
Syrian Antioch… …by Way of Lystra, Iconium, & Pisidian Antioch 
 



Map of the Journey 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
Maps are from Simon Jenkins, Bible Mapbook (Oxford: Lion Publishing, 1985), and are used with permission of 
Lion Publishing.   
 



Syrian Antioch 
Syrian Antioch 

 
• Structure of Leadership (Acts 13.1) 

 
• Extension of the Ministry 

o Role of the Holy Spirit 
o Legitimated by the Church 
o Responsibility of the Two 



Cyprus 
Cyprus (Acts 13:4) 

 
• Barnabas’ Home 
• A Jewish Sorcerer (13:6-11) 
• A Roman Proconsul (13:12) 
• From Saul to Paul (13.9) 

 



Perga 
Perga (Acts 13.13) 

 
• Abandonment by John Mark 



Pisidian Antioch 
Pisidian Antioch (Acts 13.14) 

 
• Paul’s Gospel to Jews and Gentile 

God fearers 
o Resurrection (like Peter) 
o Justification = Forgiveness 
o Law’s Inability 

  
• Pivot in the Ministry: Targeting 

Gentiles… 



Iconium 
Iconium (Acts 13.51ff) 

 
• …But still going to Synagogue 
• Paul & Parnabas = “Apostles” (14.4) 
• Note:  Iconium the central site of the 

(fictitious) adventures of the 2nd cent. -
Acts of Paul and Thecla 

 



Lystra 
Lystra (Acts 14.6) 

 
• Timothy’s Home 
• Problem with (Non-self-attesting) 

Signs 
• Refs. In Epistle To Galatians (4:14; 

6:17) 



Derbe 
Derbe (Acts 14.20-21) 

 
• Nothing but Good News for the Good 

News 
 



Return to Syrian Antioch… 
Return to Syrian Antioch… (Acts 14.21ff) 

 
• …by way of Lystra, Iconium, Pisidian 

Antioch 
• Normalcy of Affliction 
• Necessity of Leadership 

 



As Background to Galatian Epistle 
As Background to Galatians Epistle 

 
• Part of the Jerusalem church is 

concerned about this work among 
Gentiles… 

• Group to Syrian Antioch 
o Gal. 2:11-14 & Acts 15:1-2 

• Troublemakers show up in Galatian 
Churches as well… 

o Gal 1:6-9; 3:1; 5:7-12  
o Andrew Lincoln on some 

Jerusalem connection 
 
 
 
 

 
Paul’s Call Acts 9:3-19 Gal. 1:11-17 
3 Years in Damascus & 
Arabia 

Acts 9:20-25  Gal. 1:17 

2 Weeks in Jerusalem Acts 9:26-30  Gal. 1:18-20 
10 Years in Tarsus Acts 9:30  Gal. 1:21-24 
1 Year Ministry in 
Antioch, & Famine 
Relief Trip to 
Jerusalem 

Acts 11:19-30; 12:25 Gal. 2:1-10 

First Missionary 
Journey 

Acts 13-14  

Controversy in 
Antioch 

Acts 15:1-2 Gal. 2:11-14 

Writing of the Epistle 
to the Galatians 

  

Jerusalem Council Acts 15:1-35   



As Background to Galatian Epistle (cont.) 
As Background to Galatians Epistle 

(con’t) 
 

• Antioch Church calls for a council 
• Paul pre-emptively protects his 

churches 
• Point:  susceptibility of young 

Christians to the claim that something 
needs to be added to Christ 

 


