Paul’s Third Missionary Journey
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ITINERARY OF THE 3RD MISSIONARY JOURNEY
(Acts 18:23-21:17)

While Paul heads through Phrygian & Galatia towards Ephesus...
...Apollos shows up in Ephesus, is further enlightened by P&A, and is sent on to Corinth
Paul in Ephesus — Disciples of JB
(ch. 19) —The schole of Tyrannus
— Confrontation w/ the Occult
—Confrontation w/ the Religious-Industrial Complex

— Birth of the Collection
Tour of Macedonia and Achaia (20:1-6)
Troas —Raising of Eutychus
Miletus —Farewell to the Ephesian Elders

From Tyre to Jerusalem -Hospitality
—Prophetic Warnings



The Course of the Corinthian Relationship

~

. 0Pt
2 Paul plans to go to Macedonia. Q\,\'\\‘?P olis 1 Paul makes Ephesus the base
He sends Timothy and Erastus \~\¢-°P for his mission work forthe next 3
ahead (Acts 19:21-22). They may o years. Disciples of Apollos

receive the Holy Spirit and a L

also visit Corinth (1 Corinthians
church is founded [Acts 19:1-7).

16:10-11). Paul is worried about

immorality at the church there. | 2 The gospel spreads in Asia (Acts
19:8-20).

3 Three members of the ‘-

Corinthian church bring a letter to

Paul (1 Corinthians 16:17-18). ltis 4 Paul writes and sends 1

full of questions that reveal the Corinthians, tackling the

problems to be far greater than problems.

Paul had thought.

® Ephesus

THE COURSE OF THE CORINTHIAN RELATIONSHIP

1) Previous letter (Corinthians A)
o0 ’"The previous letter’ (1Co 5:9) appears to have been misunderstood (5:10-11). It's
remotely possible (but not likely) that this letter = 2Co 6:14-7:1.

2) 1 Corinthians (Corinthians B) — Paul writes 1 Co as a response to:
0 hearing of their misunderstanding
o reports from Chloe’s people (probably the people who tell him about the
misunderstanding)
o0 anembassy that had come to him from the Corinthian with questions (7:1,25; 8:1;
12:1;16:1,15-18)
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7 He returns to Ephesus. Here he
writes a ‘painful letter’ to them (2
Corinthians 2:4). Titus takes the
letter to Corinth. Paul arranges to
meet Titus again at Troas
urgently, to get news of the
situation.

5 Paul hears bad news about the ]_[ 6 He hurries to Corinth (implied
church in Corinth, possibly from by the intended third visit of 2
Timothy. Corinthians 12:14). The visit is
extremely painful for everyone.
Paul has to be severe.
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8 Paulis the centre of a riotin
Ephesus. His message threatens
the sale of statues of the Ephesian
( goddess (Acts 19:23-41).

3) Painful visit — Paul hears other adverse reports and has “a painful visit” (2Co 2:1; 12:21-13:3)
o0 during this visit he is grievously offended or wounded by one person in the
congregation (2Co 2:5-8,10; 7:12)
o Paul withdraws

4) Sorrowful letter via Titus (Corinthians C)

o Paul writes “the sorrowful letter,” “out of much affliction and anguish of heart” (2Co
2:3-11; 7:5-16) addressing the sin of this person and demanding that the
congregation punish him

0 sends it through Titus, and is anxious to hear the result.
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\ A AR 9 Paul goes to Troas. The work
0 N - e goes well, but Paul is worried
v about his ‘painful letter’. Was it
too harsh? Titus does not appear o
?g}arranged (2 Corinthians 2:12-

12 Paul and Titus finally meet.
Titus brings good news — the

‘painful letter’ has been taken as
1P;}u| intended (2 Corinthians 7:5-

10 Paul enters Macedonia in
search of Titus. By doing this he
breaks an arrangement he made
with the Corinthians — he was
going to go to them by sea before
visiting Macedonia. He
apologizes in 2 Corinthians 1:15-
2:4 He didnt want another
painful visit.

11 He encourages the churches
[Acts 20:1-2) and collects money @ Ephesus
for the Jerusalem church (2
Corinthians 8:1-5).
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5) Good news from Titus

o Paulleaves Ephesus and awaits the arrival of Titus at Troas with news of the
reception of the “sorrowful letter”

o Titus eventually catches up with him in Macedonia (Acts 20:1) with good news
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o 16 He plans to travel to
Jerusalem by sea via Syria. Aplot |
by his enemies forces him to
return through Macedonia (Acts
20:2-6).
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13 Paul writes 2 Corinthians —
full of joy. He encourages them to
complete their promised giving for
the Jerusalem church (2
Corinthians 8:10-15).

14 Titus takes the letter ahead of ~
Paul to prepare the church for
Paul's third visit (2 Corinthians (.,
8:16-24).

Corinkh 15 Paul stays in Achaia 3 ® Ephesus
e months, probably in Corinth. Here
< e he writes the letter to the
Romans.

6) 2 Corinthians (Corinthians D) — Paul writes 2Co to do three things:
o Relief - to express his relief at the success of “the sorrowful letter” (chs. 1-7)
o Collection - to challenge them to keep their promise to help with the contribution to
the Jerusalem church (chs. 8-9)
o New Challenge - to take up a new challenge to his authority by some “super-
apostles” (1:13,17; 2:1; chs. 10-13)

7) Collection Visit
o Paul spends the winter in Corinth prior to proceeding by way of Jerusalm with the
collection for Jerusalem (Acts 20:2-3)
o He writes the epistle to the Romans from here.



Aquila and Priscilla
Acts 18:2-3 - Common Trade; Paul Stays with Them (in Corinth)

1Co 16:19 — As Hosts of a House Church (in Ephesus)

Priscilla and Aquila
Acts 18:18-19,26 — On Paul’'s Behalf in Ephesus, Where They Clarify Apollos’
Understanding
Rom 16:3 - “My fellow workers” (back in Rome)
2Tm 4:19 - In Ephesus again
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Ephesus Vignettes

Ephesug}Vignettes

+ Disciples of John the |
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4+ From Synagogue to Lecturé;-f 1
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+ Confrontation with the ,f__ e/
Occult (Y ol

4+ Future Plans ... Jerusalem _‘_«"‘I

4+ Future Plans ... Rome { /
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Vignettes of the Ministry in Ephesus
Disciples of JB (19:1-7)
From Synagogue to Lecture Hall (19:8-10)

Confrontation with the Occult ((19:11-20)
Cf, the concern with “powers and principalities” in the Ephesial letter (Eph 1:21; 2:2; 3:10; 5:8-14; 6:12)

Future Plans (19:21-22)
To Jerusalem

Compare 1Co 16:1-4; 2Co 8-9; Rom 15:23-33
With Acts 19:21-22; 20:4,16,22-24; 21:4,10-19; 24:17
To Rome

Compare with Rom 15:24 ... and to Spain



Ephesus Vignettes (cont.)

Ephesus Vignettes (cont.)

. . NEW DOCUMENTS
4+ Confrontation with the ILLUSTRATING

Religious-Industrial EARLY CHRISTIANITY
Complex

4 Tour of Northern &
Southern Greece

Rk,

4+ Eutychus in Troas

+ Farewell to the
Ephesian Elders

Yolume 4

Confrontation with the Religious-Industrial Complex (19:23-41)
Sidebar on New Documents Illustrating Early Christianity, Vols. 1-5, G.H.R. Horsley, ed., & Vols. 6-8, S.R.
Llewelyn,ed. E.g.s,
e 4.1 Thesilversmiths at Ephesus
4.14 Some asiarchs of Ephesus
4.19 Holy days in honour of Artemis
4.22 Petition concerning Ephesian mysteries
4.28 Giving thanks to Artemis

Tour of Northern and Southern Greece (Macedonia and Achaia) (20:1-6)
20:3 (=Rom 15:23; 16:1-2) The Setting for the Epistle to the Romans

Eutychus in Troas (20:7-12)
See also Acts 9:36-42

Farewell to the Ephesian Elders (20:13-38)



