
Epistle Summaries

Galatians
ch. 1
No other gospel but Paul’s

Paul’s call


ch. 2
Right hand of fellowship from the Jerusalem pillars

Confrontation with Peter

Justif. by faith theme introduced


ch. 3
Since the Law cannot justify, X cursed for us

The Law’s purpose: in its time, to imprison us for X

ch. 4
In the fulness of time, X came to make us sons

Paul’s personal concern for the Gals

Hagar vs. Sarah (the “now” Jerusalem vs. the “above” Jerusalem)


ch. 5
Christ has freed you for freedom

Fruit of the Spirit vs. Works of the Flesh


ch. 6 
Bear one another’s burdens

Do good to all

Summary: boasting only in the cross

1 Thessalonians
ch. 1
Paul’s gratitude for their reception of the gospel


ch. 2
The manner of Paul’s ministry among them


Paul misses them

ch. 3
Paul’s thanks for a good report on them from Timothy

ch. 4
A life pleasing to God: sanctification

Concerning those who sleep


ch. 5
Concerning times and eras

Congregational life


2 Thessalonians
ch. 1
The Lord’s return: good news for some, bad news for others

ch. 2
What must happen first: 
The apostasy, 


The removal of the restrainer, 


The revelation of the man of lawlessness


Their election to salvation

ch. 3
Paul’s need for their prayers

Their need to avoid the idle and idleness itself

1 Corinthians
ch. 1
Thanks for God’s “grace” & “grace-gifts”

Divisions

Christ the power & wisdom of God

ch. 2
Spiritual things in Spiritual words

ch. 3
Would that you were Spiritual people!

The workmen aren’t important — God’s field and temple (you) are!

ch. 4
Would indeed that you were already kings!

ch. 5
Immorality in the fellowship

ch. 6
Lawsuits before unbelievers

The body is for the Lord, and the Lord for the body

ch. 7
Answers to questions about marriage and divorce

ch. 8
Is there liberty vis-a-vis things sacrificed to idols?

ch. 9
The exercise of apostolic liberty  

ch. 10
The question about liberty answered

ch. 11
Women in worship

The Lord’s Supper

ch. 12
Spiritual gifts

ch. 13
Love

ch. 14
Prophecy & tongues

Order in worship

ch. 15
The resurrection

ch. 16
The collection for Jerusalem

2 Corinthians
ch. 1
Paul’s knowledge of God’s comfort in affliction

Why Paul had not visited them as planned

ch. 2
Why he wrote “the painful letter” instead

Forgiveness for the offender

In Christ’s triumphal procession

ch. 3
Paul’s letters of commendation: the Corinthians themselves

Ministry of the new covenant

ch. 4
The treasure is in earthen vessels (as evidenced by a catalogue of sufferings)

ch. 5
The earthly tent vs. the heavenly house

The intermediate state

The new creation

The ministry of reconciliation

ch. 6
Paul commends himself to them via a second catalogue of sufferings

On not being unequally yoked with unbelievers

ch. 7
Paul’s comfort at Titus’ report of their repentance

ch. 8
The Macedonians’ liberality despite their poverty

The Corinthians’ prosperity through Christ’s poverty

ch. 9
God loves a cheerful giver

ch. 10
Taking every thought captive


Paul’s authority & its limits

ch. 11
Paul vs. the “super apostles”
Paul boasts via a third catalogue of sufferings

ch. 12
Vision of Paradise


Thorn in the flesh


Signs of an apostle

ch. 13
Paul’s third coming


“Test yourselves”

Romans
ch. 1
Paul’s desire to visit Rome 


Overture to his gospel


Paganism’s bad exchange

ch. 2
Judaism’s legal pretense

ch. 3
In the face of God’s complete justice...


... None is righteous...


But, the just God justifies...

ch. 4
...By faith like Abraham’s.

ch. 5
Justifying faith brings peace & hope


Adam and Christ

ch. 6
Union with Christ


Freedom from sin’s dominion

ch. 7
Dead to the Law to bear fruit for God


Indwelling sin

ch. 8
The Spirit’s power


God’s electing & preserving love

ch. 9
What about Israel’s election?


All Israel is not Israel

ch. 10
Christ is the end of the Law


The good news has prompted Israel’s unbelief

ch. 11
Israel’s remnant


Grafting in of the Gentiles


Israel’s salvation

ch. 12
Spiritual worship

ch. 13
Governing authorities


The debt of love


Salvation is nearer than when we first believed

ch. 14
Liberty & love in debatable matters

ch. 15
Jews & Gentiles welcoming one another


Paul’s plans to visit Rome

ch. 16
Paul’s longest list of personal greetings

Philippians
ch. 1
Living is Christ

ch. 2
Christians’ humility


Christ’s self-emptying & his glorification


Christians as lights in the world

ch. 3
Who are the true circumcision?


All things as loss for the sake of Christ


Pressing toward the mark

ch. 4
Conflict between Euodia & Syntyche


Contentment in all things


Thanks for the gift

Colossians
ch. 1
Christ as head over creation and the cosmic powers


Christ as head over re-creation and reconciliation

ch. 2
The fullness of deity in Christ brings fullness of life in him


Freedom from enslavement to human traditions and elemental spirits

ch. 3
Seeking heavenly things by “putting on 
Christ”


The word of Christ and song


Wives & husbands


Children & parents


Slaves & masters (expansive)

ch. 4.
Paul’s second longest list of personal greetings

Ephesians

ch. 1
Our spiritual blessings in Christ


Paul’s prayer for spiritual insight

ch. 2 
Made alive in Christ


Made one in Christ

ch. 3
Paul’s ministry to the Gentiles


Paul’s prayer that we may know Christ’s love

ch. 4
Preserving the unity of the Body


The old life versus the new

ch. 5
Walking as children of the light


The Spirit & song


Wives and husbands (more expansive)

ch. 6
Children and parents


Slaves and masters


Our spiritual warfare

Titus
ch.1
Identifying and appointing leaders in the new congregation


Silencing rebels

ch. 2
A lifestyle apposite to sound doctrine:



Older men



Older & younger women



Younger men



Slaves


Theological grounding: God’s grace has appeared

ch. 3
Civic responsibility


Theological grounding: God’s philanthrøpia  & kindness have appeared


Summary:
Promote “good works” & discourage foolish controversies 

1 Timothy

ch. 1
Countering wanna-be teachers of the Law


Paul’s own testimony to God’s mercy

ch. 2
Worship and prayer for all people


Worship and the posture of men


Worship and the posture of women

ch. 3
Overseer qualifications


Deacon qualifications


Life in God’s household

ch. 4
“Latter times” error: forbidding marriage & foods


Train yourself in (true) godliness


“Let no one despise your youth” 

ch. 5
Honoring widows


Disciplining elders

ch. 6
Honoring slavemasters


Dealing with wealth & the wealthy
2 Timothy
ch. 1
Appeal to loyalty & courage...


...Grounded in the gospel & Paul’s example

ch. 2
Lessons from soldiers, athletes, & farmers 


Worthy & unworthy vessels


Offering gentle correction

ch. 3
Avoiding those who hold  to the mere form of religion in the last days


Timothy’s resources: Paul’s example & the Scriptures

ch. 4
“Fight the good fight”


“Bring the manuscripts”
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