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Hebrews through Revelation

Fall 2008 — Chengdu, China

Course Syllabus, v. 1.1

•

Prof. Reggie M. Kidd, MDiv, PhD

rkidd@rts.edu
The primary goal of the course is to explore the content, theology, pastoral thrust, and critical issues surrounding the last nine books of the New Testament.  This is a richly diverse set of books.  

Two issues have circulated around these books: how united and how diverse were churches and indeed Christian theology in the first century? and what right do some of these documents have to canonical status alongside the gospels and Pauline epistles?  Therefore, in addition to looking at the letters by themselves, we will be considering them against the backdrop of two broad theological motifs: so-called “early catholicism” and canonicity.


Criteria for Evaluation


10%
Completing all course readings (including the biblical texts at least 3x through) — simply indicate to me the percentage of readings you have managed to complete by the time you turn in your last paper.


90%
Three papers (about 2500 words per paper — about 6 or so pages, Times Roman Font at 12 point, double spaced)


Reading/Writing Assignment

You have some latitude here. Select three of the books (or groups — e.g., 2Pt/Jd or 1, 2 & 3 John together) and write about what each book/group brings to your ministry situation. That’s three books/groups and three papers. And I’m looking for. I realize library resources are limited, and I envision these to be papers you can largely write on the basis of our class time, your course readings and online resources. Here are the kinds of questions you could ask:

· You could simply tackle one of the major theological or interpretive issues that surfaces in a particular book — e.g., faith and works in James; apostasy in Hebrews; suffering in 1 Peter; heresy in 2 Peter & Jude; perfectionism in 1 John; the millennium in Revelation. 

· You could imagine what your life or ministry (you could generalize to the ministry of the church-at-large) would be without a particular book/group — that is: if it were missing from our canon. Reflect on ways in which your (or the church’s) theological and pastoral task would at least appear to be less complicated without a particular document (e.g., James, with its emphasis on faith and works). At the same time, reflect on ways in which you would be theologically and pastorally the poorer without this book/group. In the end, what is the contribution this book/group makes to the unity of the NT canon and to your calling?

· Special note: For one of these papers you could substitute a more inclusive paper on “early catholicism” and some or all of these documents, or on “canonicity” and some or all of these documents. 
All three of these papers will be due Monday, December 1, 2008 — e-mail attachments are acceptable, as are snail mail submissions (papers are “on time” if postmarked by Dec. 1). 


Required Texts:

Carson, Moo, & Morris, An Introduction to the New Testament. Zondervan, 1992. ISBN: 0310519403 - relevant chapters

Ralph Martin & Peter Davids (eds.), Dictionary of the Later New Testament & Its Developments. IVP, 1997. ISBN: 0830817794 - selections only - see “The Plan” below for which readings will be covered on which days 

The New Interpreter’s Bible, Vol. 12, Hebrews through Revelation. Abingdon, 1998. ISBN: 0687278252 - entire

Vern Poythress, The Returning King: A Guide to the Book of Revelation. P&R, 2000. ISBN: 0875524621 - entire

Herman Ridderbos, Redemptive History and the New Testament Scriptures. P&R, 1988. ISBN: 0875524160 – entire



Raft of Articles (available online @ http://www.rts.edu/Site/Staff/rkidd/kiddcourses.aspx)
On “Early Catholicism”

Ernst Käsemann, “The Canon of the NT and the Unity of the Church,” from his Essays on NT Themes (SCM Press, 1964), 95-107.

                    .  “The Problem of a NT Theology,” in New Testament Studies 19, pp. 235-245.

N. Perrin, “The Church on the Way to Becoming an Institution: The Literature of Emergent Catholicism,” from his The New Testament, an Introduction: Proclamation & Parenesis, Myth & History (HBJ, 1974)

Gerhaardus Vos, “The Structure of NT Revelation,” from his Biblical Theology (Eerdmans, 1948), pp. 321-327).  

                    . “The Idea of Biblical Theology as a Science and as a Theological Discipline,” from his Redemptive History and Biblical Interpretation (P&R, 1980), pp. 3-24.

The Didache (“Teaching of the Twelve Apostles”), in The Apostolic Fathers, Vol. 1, Loeb Classical Library 24, edited and translated by Bart Ehrman (Harvard Univ. Press, 2003). 
On Hebrews:
P. E. Hughes, Commentary on Hebrews (Eerdmans), excerpts, “Introduction,” and “6:4-6”

Allen Mawhinney, “The Structural Function of the Major Quotations in Hebrews” (unpublished).  

Vern Poythress, “Strategy for Dialogue with Dispensationalists,” & “Hebrews 12:22-24,” Chaps. 6 & 12 of his Understanding Dispensationalists (Zondervan, 1987).  

Richard Gaffin, “A Sabbath Rest Still Awaits the People of God,” in Pressing Toward the Mark: Essays Commemorating Fifty Years of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church.  C.G. Dennison & R.C. Gamble eds.  (OPC, 1986), pp. 33-51.

                           .  “Theonomy and Eschatology: Reflections on Postmillennialism,” in Theonomy: A Reformed Critique (Zondervan, 1990), pp. 197-224.

On 1 Peter:
John H. Elliott, “1 Peter, its Situation and Strategy: A Discussion with David Balch,” in Perspectives on First Peter, C.H. Talbert, ed. (Mercer University Press, 1986), pp. 61-78.

David Balch, “Hellenization/Acculturation in 1 Peter,” in Perspectives on 1 Peter, pp. 79-101.  

On 2 Peter & Jude:
E. M. B. Green, 2 Peter: Reconsidered (Tyndale, 1960).  

Ernst Käsemann, “An Apologia for Primitive Christian Eschatology,” from his Essays on NT Themes, pp. 169-195.

J.A.T. Robinson, Redating the NT (Westminster Press, 1976), pp. 169-199.  

On Revelation:
George Ladd, “The Messianic Triumph,” Chap. 20 of his Commentary on the Revelation of John (Eerdmans, 1972), pp. 259-274.  

R. Fowler White, “Reexamining the Evidence for Recapitulation in Rev 20:1-10,” Westminster Theological Journal 51 (1989): 319-344.

Norman Shepherd, “The Resurrections of Revelation 20,” WTJ 37 (Fall 1974): 34-43.

Meredith Kline, “The First Resurrection,” WTJ 37 (Spring 1975): 366-375.

J. Ramsey Michaels, “The First Resurrection: A Response,” WTJ 39 (Fall 1976): 100-109.

Meredith Kline, “The First Resurrection: A Reaffirmation,” WTJ 39 (Fall 1976): 110-119.

Philip E. Hughes, “The First Resurrection: Another Interpretation,” WTJ 39 (Spring 1977): 315-318.  



THE PLAN

(including readings from Dict. Later NT &Devel. = DLNTD)

Day One — Course Introduction, “Early Catholicism,” James 

DLNTD:  ‘Hermeneutics’ (13); ‘Early Catholicism’ (3)

Day Two — Hebrews

DLNTD:  ‘Hebrews’ (15); ‘Jesus Tradition’ (2)

Day Three — 1 Peter; 2 Peter & Jude

DLNTD:  ‘1 Peter’ (9);  ‘Jesus Tradition’ (1); ‘Persecution’ (8); ‘Suffering ‘ (6)

DLNTD:  ‘2 Peter’ (5); ‘Jesus Tradition’ (1); ‘Jude’ (8); ‘Noncanonical Writings ...’ (6);

Day Four — 1, 2 & 3 John; Revelation

DLNTD:  ‘John, Letters of’ (12); ‘Docetism’ (3); ‘Preaching from Acts, Hebrews, General Epistles and Revelation’ (8)
DLNTD:  ‘Revelation’ (13); ‘Emperor, Emperor Cult’ (5); ‘Old Testament in Revelation’ (4); ‘Apocalyptic, Apocalypticism’ (11); Scrolls, Seals (2); Beasts, Dragon, Sea, Conflict Motif (3); Babylon (2)

Day Five — Revelation; Didache & Canon

DLNTD:  Canon (10); Pseudepigraphy (8); Didache (3)

