Existential Topics

Part 2


Follow up: Surviving Seminary Spiritually



Theology Is Application: Out of a Posture of Disciplined Submission

Heb 5:14 — “… who because of practice have their senses trained to discern…” 

1Tm 4:7b-10 — “Train yourself for godliness”

3 Meditations on Samurai Spirituality — all at www.reggiekidd.com, (categories: samurai): 

· “Samurai Footwashing” (Thursday, May 19, 2005)

· “Samurai Submission — or Why Everybody Needs a Sensei (Friday, June 9, 2006)
· “Samurai Testing & Lectionary Devotions” (Tuesday, August 22, 2006)



Theology Is Application: Out of a Posture of Holiness & Integrity

2 Peter 2:10-22 & Jude 4 — Warning against theologians/teachers “who indulge the flesh and despise authority” … who “count it a pleasure to revel in the daytime” … who have “eyes full of adultery” … who have “a heart trained in greed” … “promising freedom while slaves of corruption; for by what you are overcome, by this you are enslaved” … who “distort the grace of God into licentiousness and deny our Lord Jesus Christ”  

Sobering Reading
· Paul Johnson, The Intellectuals
· E. Michael Jones, Degenerate Moderns: Modernity as Rationalized Sexual Misbehavior (Ruth Benedict, Sir Anthony Blunt, Alfred C. Kinsey, Pablo Picasso, Sigmund Freud, Carl Jung) 

· Hannah Tillich, From Time to Time (Paul Tillich)

Seminary is a good time to be wary of the Seven Deadly Sins (Pride, Envy, Anger, Sloth, Avarice, Gluttony, Lust)

· Peter Kreeft, Back to Virtue: Traditional Moral Wisdom For Modern Moral Confusion
· Os Guinness, Steering Through Chaos: Vice & Virtue in an Age of Moral Confusion
Seminary is a good time to set your sights on the Seven Virtues (Faith, Hope, Love, Prudence/Godliness, Justice, Fortitude, Temperance)

· Josef Pieper, Faith, Hope, Love
· Josef Pieper, The Cardinal Virtues
· Reggie Kidd, “Cruciformed: Paul & the Seven Virtues in Spiritual Formation” (from http://www.rts.edu/Site/Staff/rkidd/rkidd_writings.aspx)



Theology Is Application: An Experiential Dimension

I was standing today in a dark toolshed. The sun was shining outside and through the crack at the top of the door there came a sunbeam. From where I stood that beam of light, with specks of dust floating in it, was the most striking thing in the place. Everything else was almost pitch-black. I was seeing the beam, not seeing things by it.

Then I moved, so that the beam fell on my eyes. Instantly the whole previous picture vanished. I saw no tool shed, and (above all) no beam. Instead I say, framed in the irregular cranny at the top of the door, green leaves moving on the branches of a tree outside and beyond that, 90 odd million miles away, the sun. Looking along the beam, and looking at the beam are very different experiences.

You can’t think at all — and therefore, of course, can’t think accurately, — if you have nothing to think about. A psychologist, for example, can study pain and find out that it “is” (whatever is means) such and such neural events. But the word pain would have no meaning for him unless he had “been inside” by actually suffering. If he had never looked along pain he simply wouldn’t know what he was looking at. The very subject for his inquiries from outside exists for him only because he has, at least once, been inside.

This case is not likely to occur, because every man has felt pain. But it is perfectly easy to go on all your life giving explanations of religion, morality, honor, and the like, without having been inside any of them. And if you do that, you are simply playing with counters. You go on explaining a thing without knowing what it is. That is why a great deal of contemporary thought is, strictly speaking, thought about nothing — all the apparatus of thought busily working in a vacuum.”

• C. S. Lewis, “Meditation in a Toolshed” in God in the Dock


For next week (among other things):

The Existential Perspective and the Deference Construct

Running every issue through the grid of, “What’s going on in me? What’s at stake for me in this matter? Why is my heart inclined in a particular way? What does my gut tell me — and should I defer to it?” 
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