Existential Topics

Part 3


Theology Is Application: A Doxological Dimension

Rom 1:21 — “… nor give him thanks” — at the heart of the problem in the Garden was the question of worship.  

“Lex orandi, lex credendi”
 (“The law of prayer is the law of belief” — i.e., “show me how you pray, and I’ll show you what you believe.”)

Note the differences in the way a Protestant and and Orthodox person will explain their theology of, say, “baptism” — a Protestant will articulate their theology “about” baptism; an Orthodox person
 will walk you through their liturgy

Peterson on “Liturgical Reading”

Liturgy preserves and presents the Holy Scriptures in the context of the worshipping and obeying community of Christians who are at the center of everything God has done, is doing, and will do. The liturgy won’t let us go off alone with our Bibles, or self-select a few friends for Bible study and let it go a that. 

… Without sufficient liturgical support and structure we are very apt to edit the story down to fit our individual tastes and predispositions.

• Eugene Peterson, Eat This Book, pp. 74, 76
“Lex canendi, lex credendi.” (“The law of singing is the law of believing”) Imagine God saying, “So it’s truth you think you want? Come, sing in my choir — then we’ll talk. Learn to praise. Understanding will follow.”

Frances Young on “Virtuoso Spirituality”: “music has to be ‘realized’ through performance and interpretation” (in Peterson, ETB, p. 77).

Kidd on why we need a “Singing Savior”

… Lauren’s question has energized me for years. To be sure, the

manifesto is there: the call to the City of God carries its pilgrims

through both the business district and the slums of the City of

Man. Christ cares about what is happening in the City of Man.

We are called to stand up to tyrants and to help people through

the tumults, the strife, and the darkness. Pilgrims on the way, we

are called to give up everything—including life itself—for the sake

of the gospel’s call. But our pilgrimage is a pilgrimage of joy, and

it needs to be carried by song.

Too many of us, it seems to me, are trying to make it through

all this with tight jaws, pursed lips, and angry spirits. We are

ready to die the martyr’s death, but we have not learned to sing

the martyr’s song. For myself, I’ve had to think of it in these

terms: God does not intend me to be a philosopher with no soul,

an evangelist with no good news for my own heart, an activist

scared to death to look inside.

There is more than enough empty bluster going around these

modern and postmodern times. Nonetheless, there is a divine

corollary to the braggadocio that surrounds us, for God is at

war for and with the nations. Part of his battle is for the little

bit of turf that is my breast. I need to hear God’s songs recount

the footsteps of his march through history, so I can be filled

with his bravado, taking what the hymn writer calls “strength

for today, and bright hope for tomorrow.” God’s songs offer

me a perspective alongside the One who governs all and who

is working his good pleasure right where Satan seems most in

control.

• Kidd, WOV, p. 46



Being Regenerate Matters

Regenerate vs. Unregenerate Thinking (e.g., Albert Schweitzer) — it’s not just about balance

Reformed heroes & models of piety



The Existential Perspective and the Deference Construct

Running every issue through the grid of, “What’s going on in me? What’s at stake for me? Why is my heart inclined in a particular way? What does my gut tell me? 

Caveat: Don’t confuse the “is” (either existential or situational) with the “ought.” The “normative” is called the “normative” because it’s, like, normative. With the “existential” you are acknowledging:

· first, that each of us brings baggage, assumptions, presuppositions that have to be brought into the light of day lest they sneak in — if we acknowledge them, we can assess them — if we don’t acknowledge them, they may control us without our being aware of the fact — Heb 4:12-13

· second, that beyond whatever is effective for the situation and right according to the Word, there are implications for image bearers who will either move closer to God or further from him — Col 1:28

· third, that in some issues, some differences will boil down to calling, gifting, and wiring — everything has to be thought out and lived out coram deo, but everything is not a matter of objective truth & falsity — 1 Cor 8-10; 12-14; Rom 14; Titus 1:15

Some starter questions: 

Islamic fascists — Am I predisposed to be a “flag waver” or a sceptic of all things patriotic? Are my inclinations “red state” or “blue state”? Am I called to love Muslims? Do I even know any? 

Illegal immigrants — How did I or my forbears get here? Do my background and experience incline me toward or away from sympathy with illegal immigrants? Does the prospect of a diminishing Caucasian dominance in American society anger me & make me fearful, or give me hope and make me excited? 

Women in ministry — First, am I a woman or a man? Am I comfortable with that fact? Do I have a strong sense of makes “maleness” and what makes “femaleness”? Where have I experienced ministry from women? Have I seen women in official ministry capacities in churches, and how did I respond to it? If I am a woman, what’s at stake in this issue for me? If I am a man, what’s at stake in this issue for me? 

In vitro fertilization — What is my own marital and parental situation, and am I OK with where I am? How much do I know about what it feels like to be childless while longing for children? How do I feel about a world that does not have the benefit of my contribution to the gene pool? 

Infant vs. believer’s baptism — Was I raised in a believing home? Was I baptized? why? why not? How do I feel about my upbringing, and especially about decisions my parents made for me that I had no say over? How was this issue treated by teachers during my early years as a believer? 

Charismatic gifts — Do I speak in tongues? Have I ever? Have I had people try to foist them on me? Does the thought of babbling incoherently fascinate me or repulse me? Do I feel there’s a deficit in me at the point where charismatics claim their gifts will help? 

Cognitive disability & faith — Do I have any experience with autism or Alzheimer’s? Do I fear cognitive disability? Have I seen faith in surprising places? When did I realize for myself that I knew I was saved? What was it about what I knew that made me sure I was saved? How generalized can I expect my experience to be? 

Church buildings —What has been my experience of poverty and wealth? Am I content with where I am financially? Am I inclined toward envy of wealth and wealthy people? What is my own personal theology of stewardship, of giving? Have I experienced beautiful ecclesiastical architecture? What has it done for  or to me?



Theology Is Application: An Affective Dimension

1 Tim 1:5 — “The goal of our instruction is love.”

1 Cor 13 — Motives Matter

· Right understanding/thinking isn’t enough … “if I know all mysteries and have all knowledge; and if I have all faith so as to move mountain, but do not have love, I am nothing”

· Right goals/behaviors aren’t enough … “if I give all my possessions, and if I surrender my body to be burned, but do not have love, it profits me nothing”

Caveat Emptor (“Buyer Beware”) — Why do they call us “The Chosen Frozen”?



“Only the lover sings.”

• Augustine



� Thought to be used first by Prosper of Aquitaine around A.D. 440 in his defence of the Augustinian doctrine of grace against the Pelagians — i.e., if we pray for people’s salvation, don’t we tacitly acknowledge that it is God rather than they who make the crucial decision?


� For instance, Alexander Schmemann, Of Water and the Spirit: A Liturgical Study of Baptism (St. Vladimir’s Seminary Press, 1974). 
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