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Normative Perspective
Circumcision is nothing, and uncircumcision is nothing, but what matters is …

 keeping

 the commandments 

of God.
• 1 Corinthians 7:19
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Orthodoxy

•
God as Authority

The Bible: a Divine-Human Revelation 

[image: image11.jpg]


Scripture as Canon

Scripture as “Picture” of what we’re called upon to believe

Premise: What we know affects what we do and what we feel. 

Guiding question: What am I called upon to believe & understand that I may better obey and love? 

Disciplines: 

· Biblical Exegesis: Literary and hermeneutically informed analysis of Scripture 

· Systematic Theology: Reading Scripture as an “FAQ” that answers our questions about personal application 

· Biblical Theology: Reading Scripture as a “Script” that tells us about our role in his redemptive design for creation 

Normative Topics

Part 1 
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Faith as Obedience — the ethics of epistemology, religion is a “binding”

Observations from 1 Cor 7:17-24 — Paul is talking about what it is to live coram Deo (“before God”) rather than as “slaves of men” — he is talking about what it is to have a redeemed self-understanding that gives the self an independence (existential consideration) from being determined by the social matrix (situational consideration) — and he puts it in terms of “keeping the commandments of God,” because “you were bought with a price”

Suggests a deep pattern between God’s acts in redeeming us and God’s words in explaining and interpreting what he has done for us.
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        Miserere No. 27                         Miserere No. 28                           Miserere No. 29                     Miserere No. 30

   “There are tears in things”
       “He who believes in me                     “Sing Matins,                   “It is into his death




  though he die, yet shall he live”           a new day is born”       that we have been baptized”
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The Bible: God’s “Show & Tell”

Premise: A trustworthy witness and an adequate explanation of the significance of God’s saving acts are not peripheral, but central to Christianity — and thus necessary to our ability to relate to God. Scripture claims to be that witness and explanation.

A consistent pattern of deed and word:

Exodus: What does the departure of a nation of slaves from Egypt mean? their conquest of Canaan?

Meredith Kline on “The Treaty of the Great King”

· Cross and Resurrection: What would you have “seen”? — e.g., Matthew & Psalm 22; Peter & Isaiah 53

The function of Scripture in the Old Covenant — Exodus 24-25, The Ark of “Testimony” — God’s finger, stone tablets, a book of testimony, a song of testimony, the call to heaven & earth

Jesus’s View of Scripture (Temptation, Sermon on the Mount,[image: image12.jpg]
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 Contra: Elders)

Jesus’s Self-Understanding from Scripture (Road to Emmaus; Hebrews 10 & Psalm 40:6-8)

Jesus’s View of the Place of His Words in Our Discipleship — John 14:21; 15:7, 10; Matthew 28:18-20

Jesus’s View of Scripture as Shared by the Early Church — the “good Bereans,” Paul’s sermons in Acts; 2 Timothy 3:16; 2 Peter 1:19-21

Early Christian Writers’ View of their Own Writings

· John — John 19:35-36; 20:30-31; 1 John 5:13;  

· Paul — 1 Thessalonians 2:13; Galatians 1; 2 Corinthians 2; 2 Thessalonians 2:1-2, 15; 3:17

· Peter re: Paul — 2 Peter 3:15-16

What Ridderbos means when he says, “God is canon”: the idea of Scripture is not artificially imposed by the Church — God makes the Book as much a part of the story as the Cross & Resurrection — without the Book, the Cross & Resurrection would be just two more “brute facts,” subject to any  or no interpretation (“Hey, it’s post-Einstein. Chance rules. Anything can happen. But just because it does doesn’t mean it means anything.”). 
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