Situational Topics

Part 4


Highlighting Reformational Concerns



The Whole of Scripture

Marcion: OT God of Wrath vs. NT God of Love

Luther: Law vs. Gospel

Dispensationalism:

· Sharp Boundaries between Israel and the Church 

· Old & New Covenants Discontinuous 

· (Old Covenant = Law) vs. (New Covenant = Grace)

· Law only convicts; Sermon on the Mount a gospel preparation

· OT Requirements Have to be Repeated in the NT 

· Christ’s Work (100%) + My Faith (0%) = Salvation – Works (Works do not necessarily follow upon salvation; “eternal security” rather than perseverance/preservation of the saints)

Calvinism:

· Fluid Relation between Israel and the Church — in the New Covenant era Gentiles are graciously “grafted in” to Israel’s story

· Old & New Covenants in Continuity (WCF 7.6, “one covenant under various administrations”)

· Law & Grace work hand in hand throughout God’s various administrations of his single plan for our redemption

· Old Covenant grounded in the indicative of the Exodus — New Covenant includes a “new commandment” [John 13:34; 14:21])

· Doctrine is Derived as much from OT as from NT — note well: with appropriate “epochal adjustments” 

· Calvinists think in terms of “from shadow to reality,” or “from lesser to greater”

· e.g., what happens to love-thy-neighbor? what happens to the tithe? what happens to circumcision?

· Christ’s Work (100%) + My Faith (0%) = Salvation + Works (Salvation by faith alone, but not by a faith that is alone, WCF 11.2 — “Faith, thus receiving and resting on Christ and His righteousness, is the alone instrument of justification; yet is it not alone in the person justified, but is ever accompanied with all other saving graces, and is no dead faith, but worketh by love.”)

When Calvinists Get Hyper:

· Church Displaces Israel 

· Insufficient Attention to the Way the Cross Nuances the Relationship between the Covenants 



A Big God

We try to balance
Transcendence
and
Immanence




Eternal Decrees

Providential Care




Eternality


Kindness




Immutability


Mercy




Sovereignty


Love




Omnipotence


Patience




Omnipresence

Presence

How well do we do that?

Compare and reflect on:

Westminster Shorter Catechism #4 — “What is God?”

God is a Spirit, infinite, eternal, and unchangeable, in his being, wisdom, power, holiness, justice, goodness, and truth.
Heidelberg Catechism #1 — “What is your only comfort in life and in death?”

That I am not my own, but belong — body and soul, in life and in death — to my faithful Savior Jesus Christ. He has fully paid for all my sins with his precious blood, and has set me free from the tyranny of the devil. He also watches me in such a way that not a hair can fall from my head without the will of my Father in heaven; in fact, all things must work together for my salvation. Because I belong to him, Christ, by his Holy Spirit, assures me of eternal life and makes me wholeheartedly willing and ready from now on to live for him.


Regulated Worship & Real Presence

But first, a word about “the Protestant principle” in theology: The church does not assume the authority to teach anything except what is explicit in Scripture, or is necessarily inferred from Scripture. 

God alone is Lord of the conscience, and hath left it free from the doctrines and commandments of men, which are, in anything, contrary to his Word; or beside it, if matters of faith, or worship. So that, to believe such doctrines, is to betray true liberty of conscience; and the requiring of an implicit faith, and an absolute and blind obedience, is to destroy liberty of conscience, and reason also. (WCF 20.2)
The Reformed “regulative principle” of worship: Because God is transcendent and because our hearts are, as Calvin says, “idol factories,” we need to worship not according to our wishes or imaginings or sense of propriety, but according to his Word. (WCF 21.1)

The Reformed sense of God’s “real presence” in Word and Sacrament: Because God is immanent he truly ministers to us in the preaching of the Word and truly feeds us at His Table. 

Let us never be unmindful of the infinite goodness of our Savior who spreads out all his riches and blessing on this table, to impart them to us.  For in giving himself to us, he makes a testimony to us that all that he has is ours.  Therefore, let us receive this sacrament as a pledge that the virtue of his death and passion is imputed to us for righteousness, even as though we had suffered them in our own persons. (Calvin’s invitation to the Table, from “The Form of Church Prayers”)



“Not a Square Inch” — Thinking Worldviewishly

	“Cultural Mandate” 

(Genesis 1:26-30)
	“Great Commission” 

(Matthew 28:18-20)

	“Common Grace” 

(Genesis 4:16-22; 
Matthew 5:45)
	“Saving Grace” 

(Genesis 4:25-26; 
Philippians 1:29)

	“General Revelation” 

(Psalm 19:1-6; Acts 14:16-17; 17:22-31; Titus 1:12)
	“Special Revelation” 

(Psalm 19:7-14; Acts 14:15; 17:22-31; Titus 2:11-14)


A Combination of 3 Theological Commitments:

1. The goodness of creation (Genesis 1-3; Psalm 104; Colossians 1:15-17; Revelation 4)

2. The reality & permanence of the incarnation (John 1:1-18; 1 John 4:2; 2 John 7; Colossians 1:18-19)

3. An eschatological consensus: Christ has begun the reign of God (with which we participate in this age), but Christ will only complete it in the age to come (i.e., we will not usher in its fullness by our own efforts)

A Historical Progression

Augustine — the church is not called to baptize the City of Man, but to be a fellowship of the redeemed on the journey to the City of God

Aquinas — Nature vs. Grace, with “thin places between” the realms of nature and of grace: the sacraments, sacred places, sacred callings — other-worldly asceticism and the beatific vision the highest forms of spirituality

Luther — we’re all called to express our discipleship in our various callings

Calvin — Geneva as (again, Troeltsch), “a real expression of the royal dominion of Christ”
 

The Protestant Ethic (esp. Dutch Calvinists & English Puritans) — all of life is a “thin place”; no single area potentially more so than another; the result: this-worldly asceticism — the monk and the cobbler are on equal footing, equally potential glories, equally potential horrors — we don’t just express our discipleship “in” our calling, we express our discipleship “by” our calling

Two Protestant Ethics: Puritan Boston (producer of presidents) & Quaker Philadelphia (producer of merchants)
 — the spirit of the Calvinistic Protestant Ethic is embodied in William Wilberforce (1759-1833) — check the movie Amazing Grace (Michael Apted, dir.) about Wilberforce’s life.

Abraham Kuyper (1837-1920, Dutch pastor, educator, & prime minister) — trying to sort out the boundaries between the City of God and the City of Man: Calvinism encourages science, the arts, education, citizenship & good government — all Soli Deo Gloria.



“In the total expanse of human life 
there is not a square inch of which 
the Christ, who alone is sovereign, 
does not declare, 
‘That is mine!’”
• Abraham Kuyper 
� In general, see Henry R. Van Til, The Calvinistic Concept of Culture (Baker Book House, 1959, 1972)


� See W. Fred Graham, The Constructive Revolutionary: John Calvin & His Socio-Economic Impact (John Knox Press, 1971, 1978). 


� Max Weber, The Protestant Ethic & the Spirit of Capitalism (Scribners Library, 1958; originally 1904 & 1905). 


� H. Digby Baltzell, Puritan Boston & Quaker Philadelphia: Two Protestant Ethics & the Spirit of Class Authority & Leadership (Free Press, 1979). 


� See his Lectures on Calvinism (The Stone Lectures, Princeton University, 1898)
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