Situational Topics

Part 5

In Sum …


“Always Reforming” in the Postmodern Situation

Critique of Foundationalism (the notion that you just establish an unassailable starting point and build from there, be it: a text that “speaks” or an authoritative church or neutral science or historical criticism)  
Democratization of Truth: Authority not in the text or the tradition or the preacher, but in the reader (and the social influences and constraints around and guiding him or her) — Karl Mannheim, Ideology & Utopia — No Neutral Observers, Only Advocates

• From Confessions to Girl Meets God • No Religious Experts, Just Fellow Pilgrims • Fascination with Story • Impatience with Propositions • From Propositional to Embodied Apologetics (May I recall: church as plausibility structure? the focus on deference and disagreement? and may I point to the chaps. on “Bach, Bubba, and the Blues Brothers”?) 

• From Broadcast Technology to Interactive Technology • People expect to talk back

A Rumor of Angels — Toppling of the Idol of Reason • The Revenge of Dionysos (Romanticism) • Fascination with Mystery  

• The Return of the Sacraments & the Visual

• The Demand that We Worship & Live as though We Were Actually Dealing with the Supernatural

Rise of Totalist Religions with a Moral Edge (Islam & Mormonism)

Impatience with Christendom’s Selectivity: a) in Advocating Human Dignity; b) in Prioritizing the Deadly Sins; & c) in Pursuing 

Globalization and the Tethering of the Anglo Empire — The ECUSA & the African bishops — Bono, the African plight, and our inability to ignore the increasing gap between the haves and the have nots 


In Sum … Caveats Emptores


An Existential Caveat Emptor (“Buyer Beware”): Why do they call us the “Chosen Frozen”?

· They won’t, if we but spend more time in Calvin’s Institutes Bk 3, Chs 6-10, separately published as “The Golden Booklet of the True Christian Life.”

· They won’t, if we but spend more time in The Valley of Vision (a collection of Puritan prayers).

· They won’t, if we but remember: “Only the lover sings” (Augustine).

· They won’t, if we but remember why Paul prayed his theology into the Ephesians (see Ephesians 1-3).

A Normative Caveat Emptor: Others may build idols with lots of other materials, but we can construct “cathedrals of words” (over-explaining the mysterious, talking about God instead of talking to God; arguing for the sovereignty of God out of a man-centered insecurity that self-refutes the argument)

· We’ll be OK if we remember: “In your light, we see light” (Psalm 36:9).

· We’ll be OK if we remember Paul’s words of grace to the Galatians and Colossians: it’s not about your strivings, but about God’s gift in Christ; you stand not because you’ve got it together or figured it out, but because the fulness of deity was pleased to dwell in Christ and to become cursed on our behalf (Colossians 2:8-15; Galatians 3:10-14).

A Situational Caveat Emptor: Max Weber’s “Iron Cage” (the Calvinistic worldview, absent faith in a living or a gracious Christ, leaves us with, “Specialists without spirit, sensualists without heart; this nullity imagines that it has attained a level of civilization never before achieved” [PESC, p. 182]).  

· We’ll be OK if we but appreciate what Christ’s claim over every “square inch” means — every place is a “thin place,” every place is His place; and because, and only because, we are his, every place is ours as well (1 Corinthians 1:21-23) — we are part of “new creation” (Galatians 6:15; 2 Corinthians 5:17).

· We’ll be OK if we but remember Paul’s caution to the Corinthians: we are not yet “Kings’ kids” (1Co 4:8); we may not “go beyond what is written” (1Co 4:6); we may not live as though there were not a resurrection yet to come (1Co 15, and all the ethical issues in Cor); our identity is expressed in our callings, but our identity is neither established nor confirmed in our callings (1Co 7:17-24, 29-31).

One Final, Over-Arching Caveat Emptor: It’s not about “balance” — to wit, the sobering case of Albert Schweitzer. It’s not about getting the “deference construct” right. It’s not about being able to reduce everything to a “triangle.” It’s about Christ, our Prophet, Priest, and King.  
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