
INTRODUCTION TO EXEGETICAL/LITERARY THEOLOGY

A tri-perspectival analogy with Messiah
I. Foci
A. Leading question: Is the Bible a timeless book?
B. Understands that there is a writer, a document and an audience
C. Focuses on the finished form of the text
D. Views the text as an end in itself (though for us this leads to greater truths)
E. Utilizes culturally-relevant literary forms and devices
II. Literary Forms and Devices (not an exhaustive list)
A. Genre
B. Selectivity
C. Poetics
1. Scene Depiction
a) Characters
b) Time
c) Sensory Imagery
2. Emphasis
a) Repetition
b) Leitwort (Key Word)
3. Structure
a) Chiasm
b) Alternates
c) Inclusio
d) Janus
e) Parallelism
III. Dangers

A. Subjectivity

B. Imposition of Form

C. Devaluation of Scripture

IV. Its Relevance
A. Deeper hermeneutic

· “In essence, poetics is the grammar of literature.  We must first know how a text means before we can know what it means.” –– Waltke summarizing Adele Berlin, Genesis, 33

B. The beauty of scripture

· “Discussions of biblical narrative often have occasion to use the term ‘art’ ... As I have come to understand it, ‘art’ in this context should not be understood only in the sense of ‘skill’, ‘craft’, ‘technique’, but in the sense of an art-form, like painting and music.  Biblical narrative is a form of literary art.” –– Adele Berlin, Poetics and Interpretation of Biblical Narrative, p. 135


