INTRODUCTION TO BIBLICAL AND SYSTEMATIC THEOLOGY

(With the help of Pactum Salutis, Historia Salutis and Ordo Salutis)

I. Introduction 

A. Background
1. “Jackanory tell us a story”  

a. The main plot.  

2 Cor. 6:18: “I will be a father to you, and you will be sons and daughters to me, says the Lord Almighty.”  

b. The sub plot. 

God covenants God.  It is not only the case that God himself communicates, but God also communicates himself.  

2. “The house that Jack built”…A metaphor that Dr. Swain often uses for Soteriology is the building and furnishing of a house. 

a. The house: God covenants to be our Father/ rights; title deeds 

b. The furniture:  

· Two Benefits – Justification and Sanctification

· Two States - The state of humiliation and exaltation (Phil. 2:1-9) “he made himself nothing…therefore God exalted him to highest place”

· Two Missions – mission of the Son and the mission of the Spirit

B. Our Goal 

1. Generally

2. Narrowly

II. Redemption Accomplished (Historia Salutis)
A. The Architectonic Pattern of Salvation
“the redemption of creation, from the curse, through death, for covenant friendship with God in a new creation – all by the hand of a mediator”

1. Inauguration of Covenant Union = Justification/Adoption

God accomplishes redemption by the hand of a mediator – “the redemption of creation, from the curse, through death…” so he can inaugurate covenant union (which broadly equates to Justification and Adoption)

2. Inauguration of Covenant Communion = Sanctification

On the basis of completed redemption God also inaugurates Covenant Communion (Sanctification) – “…for covenant friendship with God in a new creation…”

B. Part 1: Old Testament
1. Noah

“Excurses”

· Redemption of creation rather than from creation

2. Moses
a. Redemption of Creation 

b. God accomplishes redemption by the hand of Moses
c. On the basis of the completed redemption God inaugurates Covenant Union and Communion [Covenant Friendship] by the hand of Moses

· In Exodus 19-24 God makes a covenant with Israel. Israel is adopted as God’s son (Ex 4:22).
· In Exod 25-40 despite the sin of Israel redemption is sustained and covenant communion prevails.  
· Moses the mediator intercedes to sustain the covenant relationship.  But what he cannot do is atone for the people even if he is willing (Exod 32:30-34).  
· Covenant renewal without renewal In Exod 34:10-35 the covenant is renewed only on stone.  (Cf 2 Cor 3:3).
3. Prophets

a. Jeremiah tells us what God will do – he will give us a clean/new heart, a heart of flesh.  (Jer. 31:31-34)

b. Isaiah tells us how this will be achieved – God has appointed a divine mediator who will come as a suffering servant to fulfill all the requirements of the law (Is. 49, 53).
C. Part 2 New Testament

“The state of humiliation” Phil. 2
1. The movement of redemption: 

“The redemption of creation, from the curse, through death, for covenant fellowship with God in a new creation – all by the hand of a Mediator”

2. The ultimate mediator [The first mission]
a. “When the time had fully come, God sent forth his Son…to redeem” (Gal. 4:4)

b. Jesus succeeds where other mediators like Moses failed because he is the Christ, the Prophet-Priest-King

c. Jesus succeeds in fulfillment of the Pactum Salutis
 
3. Jesus accomplishes redemption 

a. By enacting and completing the history of Israel (Matthew’s Gospel account – he escapes to Egypt, passes through the waters, tempted in the wilderness goes up on the mountain to receive the law)

b. He is born “under the law” (cf Gal. 4:4) became a curse (Gal. 3:13)

c. Through his obedience (active and passive [dying the death of Isaiah’s suffering servant]) he secured the right to life (Romans 5:18 – 21)
III. Redemption Applied  (Ordo Salutis)

1. Jesus: Raised to Rule as a King 

“The state of exaltation” Phil. 2 

a. If through the first mission Christ secured redemption, then through the second mission of the Spirit the benefits of redemption are applied.

2. Holy Spirit [The Second Mission]
a. In, with, and by the Spirit, the exalted Christ applies the treasures of redemption to his people (John 3:3,5; Acts 2; Rom 8:9-17, 28-30; Eph 1:11-14; Titus 3: 4-7.

b. If Christ recovered the Title deeds to the house and the legal right to the furniture then the Holy Spirit has the role of realtor, lawyer and interior decorator.  In other words the Holy Spirit finds you the house, arranges the legal transaction, and furnishes the house with furniture. 

3. The Treasures of Redemption
a. Covenant Union

· Jesus death redeems us (and creation) from the curse and secures our pardon/forgiveness [Justification – forensic declaration] Gal 3:13-14; Rom 3:24-25] 

· Jesus’ death secures our right to sonship and eternal life Gal 4:5: to redeem… that we might receive by right adoption as sons” [Adoption – familial]

b. Covenant Communion

· Jesus reestablishes covenant friendship lost in the Fall thus secures our sanctification 

· Through his death, Christ delivers us from the tyrannical dominion of sin, death, and the devil, and into the new creation of God.

c. Order

· First applied to Christ as the firstborn Son, that he might have preeminence in all things (Col 1:18) p9

· There is a logical order of the application of the benefits of redemption which flows out of the Historia Salutis. 

“Christ first restores our relationship to God, then renews us after God’s image…All this is from God (pactum salutis), in Christ (historia salutis), through the power and working of the Holy Spirit (ordo salutis).” 

Bavinck, Church Dogmatics Vol 3, 491 

� A classic definition of the pactum salutis: “When I speak of the compact (covenant) between the Father and the Son, I thereby understand the will of the Father, giving the Son to be Head and Redeemer of the elect; and the will of the Son, presenting himself as a Sponsor [one who promises to pay the ransom price of redemption = sponsio] and Surety [one who pays the ransom price of redemption = fideiussio] for them; in all which the nature of a compact and agreement consists. 





The scriptures represent the Father, in the economy of our salvation, as demanding the obedience of the Son even unto death; and upon condition of that obedience, promising him in his turn that name which is above every name, even that he should be the head of the elect in glory: but the Son, as presenting himself to do the will of the Father, acquiescing in that promise, and in fine, requiring by virtue of the compact, the kingdom and glory promised to him” (Herman Witsius,, Economy of the Covenants Between God and Man, 1:165-66).











