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The Church’s Earliest Years (post NT)

Ignatius (c. 40-107) – Bishop of Syrian Antioch (the first “hymn singers” we’re aware of, by the way; whence the “Odes of Solomon”); battled Docetists; martyred in Rome

Justin Martyr (c. 100-163) – A Palestinian who converts when he is persuaded that Christianity is the truest, oldest, and best “philosophy” – is martyred (ironically) under Marcus Aurelius, the Stoic philosopher-emperor

Marcion (c. 110-160) – Wealthy bishop’s son from Pontus, who ministered in Rome – taught that the OT’s God of wrath was different from the NT God of love – purged the NT of all Jewish elements – accepted only the gospel of Luke (minus its OT references) and 10 letters of Paul (minus 1 & 2 Timothy, and Titus)

Gnostics – A range of teachers (e.g., Valentinus, c. 100-153) who taught: a) bodily existence itself is a function of the fall; b) salvation is ultimate deliverance from bodily existence; c) Jesus’s and Paul’s best and most important teachings were oral, not written, and have been preserved by a special cadre of illuminati (i.e., the Gnostic teachers)

Irenaeus (130-202) – Bishop of Lyon and disciple of Polycarp, who was a disciple of John – contrary to Marcion, asserts the authority of the four gospels, and the unity of God’s work across the OT & the NT (first “covenant theologian,” if you will) – contrary to the Gnostics, strongly asserts the goodness of creation -- maintains that our salvation depends on the incarnation of Jesus

Tertullian (c. 155-230) – A Carthagian – first significant Christian writer in Latin (introduced terms like “Trinity,” “Old Testament,” “New Testament,” “sacrament,” the trinitarian formula “tres Personae, una Substantia”) – an early opponent of Marcion & the Gnostics – late in life turned to Montanism (think, hyper-charismatic) and then created his own, even more hyper-charismatic movement. 

Clement of Alexandria (c. 250-215) ( Origen (185-c. 254) – both rather flirted with Gnosticism and an elevated Stoicism – articulated Christianity in strongly philosophical terms – Clement can be thought of as the first Christian humanist -- Origen is known for his convoluted exegetical method and his defense of the failth, Contra Celsus

The Constantinian Revolution

Constantine (288? -337) & his mother, Helena (c, 248-329 – a circus bearkeeper’s daughter) – Christianity’s first imperial benefactors ( Theodosius (379-395) -- makes Christianity the official state religion; strong proponent of orthodoxy ( Justianian (483-565) & his wife,Theodora (c. 500-548 – something like an “exotic dancer” until her conversion) – Justinian is known for the Hagia Sophia church and for the Justinian legal reforms; Theodora’s strong hand saves Justinian’s hide on more than one occasion – Justinian seems to have been quite orthodox; there is some question as to whether Theodora’s sympathies may have been monophysite

Arius (256-336) – Alexandrian, forerunner of Jehovah’s Witnesses – a Platonist who believed that the semi-divine, created Word inhabited flesh — "‘If the Father begat the Son, he that was begotten had a beginning of existence: and from this it is evident, that there was a time when the Son was not. It therefore necessarily follows, that he had his substance from nothing," according to the church historian Socrates Scholasticus – a teaching that to Constantine was reconcilable to the faith (though Constantine accepted the Council of Nicea’s repudiation of Arianism

Athanasius (296-373) (also from Alexandria — axiom as to why the incarnation had to involve the full deity of the Son: “Only God can save the fallen race”; in his [Platonic] Christology, the truly divine Word takes to himself a human body [but not a human soul or mind]) & the Cappadocians (Basil [329-379] & the Two Gregories [of Nyssa, Basil’s brother, 335-395?] & [of Naziansus, Basil’s friend, 329-389]) (the Cappadocian axiom as to why the incarnation had to involve the full humanity of the Son: “Only that which God becomes is healed”) – Athanasius and the Cappadocians make a fiercely anti-Arian combination – Athanasius’s views prevailed at Nicea (and with Constantine himself) and Athanasius’s and the Cappadocians’ views prevailed at Constantinople 

1st Council of Nicea (325) & 1st Council of Constantinople (381) ( Nicene Creed

We believe in one God …

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

The only-begotten Son of God,

Begotten of the Father …

God of God,

Light of Light.

…of one substance with the Father…

And in the Holy Spirit..

Who proceeds from the Father and the Son;

Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified…

Julian the Apostate (331-363) – nephew of Constantine -- bitterly rejects a Christianity that had stood behind the murder of his father and brothers – is jealous of a Christianity that makes Christians “even care for our poor” – tries to organize “paganism” as a distinct rival and alternative to Christianity – dies in Persia trying to fulfill Alexander the Great’s mission. 

Nestorius (c. 428-451) – Bishop of Alexandria – Christ was two separate persons in one body – Mary could not possibly have given birth to God, but only to the man, Jesus – “I cannot speak of God as being two or three months old” – Christ’s deity is being sacrificed for his humanity

Eutyches (c. 378-454) An anti-Nestorian monk from Constantinople – the incarnate Christ could possess but one nature, and that nature was divine – a loss of his humanity, as “the humanity was merged with the deity as a drop of honey mingled in the ocean” – the Eutychian battle cry: “God (and no mere man) was crucified for us!” ( Monophysitism

Chalcedonian Creed (451)

We, then, following the holy Fathers, all with one consent, teach men to confess one and the same Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, the same perfect in Godhead and also perfect in manhood;

truly God and truly man, of a reasonable [rational] soul and body;

consubstantial [co-essential] with the Father according to the Godhead, and consubstantial with us according to the Manhood;

in all things like unto us, without sin;

begotten before all ages of the Father according to the Godhead, and in these latter days, for us and for our salvation, born of the Virgin Mary, the Mother of God, according to the Manhood;

one and the same Christ, Son, Lord, only begotten, to be acknowledged in two natures, inconfusedly, unchangeably, indivisibly, inseparably;

the distinction of natures being by no means taken away by the union, but rather the property of each nature being preserved, and concurring in one Person and one Subsistence, not parted or divided into two persons, but one and the same Son, and only begotten, God the Word, the Lord Jesus Christ;

as the prophets from the beginning [have declared] concerning Him, and the Lord Jesus Christ Himself has taught us, and the Creed of the holy Fathers has handed down to us. 

Retrieved from "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chalcedonian_Creed"



Jerome (c. 330-420) – From Albania originally; well traveled, and ministered mostly out of Syrian Antioch – noted for the Vulgate (translation of Scripture into accessible Latin – what was controversial at the time was that he translated the OT from the Hebrew rather than from the Greek Septuagint) – wrote a wide range of commentaries as well – stood with Augustine against Pelagius (below)

Pelagius (c. 360-420) – British monk – we do not inherit Adam’s sin; we have the ability to choose not to sin – the father of “free will” teaching

Augustine (354-430) – rankly pagan & Manichean prior to conversion – repentant of his former worldliness throughout the rest of his life -- Pelagius’s staunchest enemy – we do inherit Adam’s sin – we are totally lost without God’s sovereign intervention – Christians should not be disillusioned if we are not able to “save” the Roman Empire – our citizenship is “from above” – we are called to invest in “the City of God”

The Great Schism (1054) – “Catholicism” vs. “Orthodoxy”

· Icons — Western Christians tend to be either iconoclastic (lit., “icon bashing”) or more modest (whether of the “for educational purposes only” or of the “aids to piety” brand) in the appropriation of graphic representations — in Eastern Christianity, icons are sacramental, portals by which the “upstairs” and the “downstairs” converge
· “Filioque” – the West felt the need to stress that we receive the Holy Spirit as a gift of both the Father and the Son (John 14:26; Acts 2:33), while the East thought that the Spirit came directly from the Father (the fountain of deity itself)
· Church authority – higher in the East than in the West (believe it or not)
· “Theosis” – What the West thought of as “sanctification and glorification” the East preferred to put in terms of “divinization” (becoming “partakers of the divine nature” – 2 Peter 1:4). This may have been a matter of semantics, but the respective forms of “godliness” or “piety” do have a different flavor to them.
What elements mark  “Mere Christianity”? What is it to be “Simply Christian”?

· Trinity: There Is One & Only One God; Three Persons Are God; But They Are Not Three Separate Gods – an eternal communion of love – as G. K. Chesterton quipped, “God is a society.” 

· Chalcedonian Christology: Jesus Christ is fully God (therefore strong enough so save) and fully human (therefore near enough to save)

· Creation, Fall, Redemption

· We don’t save ourselves

· We aren’t saved by ourselves



The Medieval Church

Francis  of Assisi  — see G. K. Chesterton, St. Francis of Assisi

Thomas Aquinas  — see G. K. Chesterton, St. Thomas Aquinas: “The Dumb Ox”

Summary points: a) Christological orthodoxy, but Pelagian or semi-Pelagian salvation; b) an Aristotelian synthesis; c) a hard pursuit of the oneness of the church (ergo, Latin mass, same liturgy everywhere); d) the objectivity and “earthiness” of Christ’s work for us objectified in the Mass; e) the church as the embodiment and model of the City of God (high architecture, art, music; political influence) 
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