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Baptism and Spiritual Formation: Foundations

·  “ ‘That Christ be formed in you’ is the eternal watchword of Christian spiritual formation.” (Willard, RH,23)

· Initial Baptismal conversation

· Who gets baptized?—adults or children

· How is the water administered? Sprinkling, immersing, pouring

· Who does the baptizing? 

· What is God’s relationship to the water?  

· Ongoing Baptismal conversation

· How does one live the life of the baptized?

· Luther: “Every Christian has enough in Baptism to learn and to practice all his life; for he has always enough to do to believe firmly in what it promises and brings: victory over death and the devil, forgiveness of sin, the grace of God, the entire Christ, and the Holy Ghost with His gifts.” (The Large Catechism, Part IV)

· Baptismal life: Jesus fully identified with us, so that we might increasingly identify with Him.

· We can only put Him on because He first put us on.

· Puts us on to reveal God in a form we can engage

· Jesus carries the essence of God in a form we can see and know and touch and still live.

·  “A tree planted in a flower pot breaks it, but God can make his appearance in a creature without destroying it.” (Hans urs von Balthasar, Prayer, 131)

· Jesus puts us on to reveal the nature of normal humanity, connected to the Father, loving his will. 

· Essence—humanity without the stain of sin

· 2nd Adam—what God intended when he made man

· Orientation—in full relationship to the Father

· Eden

· Never disconnects

· Jesus puts us on to redeem our humanity. 

· Fall: Ignorant, weak, sinful and rebellious

· If only revelation—we are enlightened, no longer ignorant, but just as helpless 

· Jesus came not only to reveal what we should be—a normal human life, but to redeem what we are—a broken people.

· How does He redeem ignorant, weak, sinful, rebellious humanity?

· Jesus fully identifies with our human existence. 

· Makes the everyday stuff of earth holy. 

· Sanctifies human existence

· Irenaus:  “He did not reject humanity nor go beyond its limitations…rather he sanctified each stage of life by making possible a likeness to himself. He came to save all through his own person; all, that is who through him are re-born to God; infants, children, boys, young men and old.”(Ireneus, Against the Heresies)

· Growing in maturity as a Christian will not make us “super-spiritual.”  It will make us more alive, more free to embrace the simple goodness of human life. 

· In His baptism in the Jordan intentionally identifies with every kind of human weakness, suffering and sin. 

·  “When you baptized me with the water of repentance…I felt the shoulder of God stoop under the weight of man’s sin. And I knew…what it meant to be the Son of Man.” (Dorothy Sayers, The Man Born to Be King, Scene I)
· In the course of His life and death, Jesus identifies with every kind of human anxiety  
· Creaturely Anxiety
· Lack of control—all of the unknowns in life

· Lack of control over the responses of others

· Struggle for meaningful impact

· Presence of Guilt 

· In His death, Jesus puts on our deepest anxiety  

· Christ, as a man in the days of His ministry, shows a complete mastery of anxiety, and this distinguishes Him from us more than any other facet of His character. Yet Christ as Redeemer in the week of His Passion bore upon His own Person and in His own Spirit every form of anxiety known to man or borne by him. Christ’s own being on the Cross contained all the clashing contrarieties and scandalous fates of human existence. Life Himself was identified with death; the Light of the world was enveloped in darkness. The feet of the Man who said ‘I am the Way’ feared to tread upon it and prayed, ‘If it be possible, not that way’. The Water of Life was thirsty. The Bread of Life was hungry. The divine Lawgiver was Himself unjustly outlawed. The Holy One was identified with the unholy. The Lion of Judah was crucified as a lamb. The hands that made the world and raised the dead were fixed by nails until they were rigid in death. Men’s hope of heaven descended into hell. He was deprived of all His rights, to be with us in our privation.” (Frank Lake, Clinical Theology)
· We put on the One who knows and understands our fears and weakness. 

· Hebrews 4:15,16 
· In his death, Jesus completes his identification by becoming sin for us. 
· Christian Formation: Learning how to live in the great exchange

· Our death for his life, our sin for his forgiveness, our fear for his peace, our loneliness for his presence. 
· Baptismal life: Jesus fully identified with us, so that we might increasingly identify with Him.

· For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ…To put on Christ is to receive the Spirit of His Son. (Galatians 3:27, 4:6)

· “Before Pentecost the disciples had lived ‘in the sight’ of Christ: now they lived in him, before they had spoken about him; now they spoke through him.” (Romano Guardini, The Lord)
· “Our body was your clothing, Your Spirit was our robe.” (BJJ, 131)
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