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Baptism and Spiritual Formation: Two Paradigms

Paradigm 1: A Vision of Becoming: Adoption through the baptism of Jesus in the Jordan 

· Deep identification with us in baptism (Matthew 3:13-17)

· Into the water

· Not necessary for repentance of his sin

· Fulfill all righteousness—law of God

· Took us in and with Him into the water

· “When the Lord, as man, was washed in the Jordan, it was we who were washed in Him and by Him.” (Athanasius, 42 in BJJ)

· Out of the water 

· Spirit descends and rests on Jesus. 

· We receive the very same Spirit that descended on Jesus. 

· The Father recognized the Son as His beloved, unique Son.

· The same Spirit that rested on Jesus, now rests on us. 

· Adoption is Mediated through Jesus

· Christian understanding of being a child of God—mediated access through Jesus. 

· John 14:6

· Ephesians 3:12 

· Passive…and receptive

· God initiates salvation

· While we were yet sinners…(Romans 5:8)

· Not because of the righteous things we had done (Titus 3:5)

· Personal and communal 

· "He who has not the church for his mother, has not God for his Father," (Cyprian of Carthage)

· Baptism is a lot like conception, pregnancy

· Seed needs a place to be nourished

· New nature 

· Ephesians 4:24
· Colossians 3:10-14

· Territory of the greatest struggle in the Christian life

· “The very idea that a Christian has to renounce something and this ‘something’ is not a few obviously sinful and immoral acts, but above all a certain vision of life, a ‘set of priorities,’ a fundamental attitude toward the world; the idea that the Christian life is always a ‘narrow path’ and a fight: all this has been virtually given up and is no longer at the heart of our Christian worldview.” (Schmemman, Of Water and the Spirit, 29)

Paradigm 2: Sharing In Christ’s Death and Resurrection

· Romans 6:1-4   

·  “Origen’s interest in the baptismal theology of Romans 6 does not mean that he abandoned the previous tradition that took the baptism of Jesus as its primary paradigm.  Origen illustrates how difficult it is to stake out exclusive claims of any one text as grounding the institution of baptism.  He has revolving symbolic world, with symbolic wheels turning within symbolic wheel.” (BJJ, 203) 

· “The grace of baptism…[is] of that unique and totally new possibility: truly to die with Christ, truly to rise again with Him so that [we] may walk in “newness of life.” (Schmemman, Of Water and the Spirit, 58)
· Spiritual formation begins with death

· “Christian formation rests on the indispensable foundation of death to self and cannot proceed except insofar as that foundation is being firmly laid and sustained.” (Willard, Renovation of the Heart, 64)

· “Die before you die. There is no chance after.” (C.S. Lewis, Till We Have Faces)

· Simple, but not easy
· Something real has to die, something is to live

· Objective reality of baptism to be appropriated throughout life. 

What needs to die? What rises on the other side of death?

· Flesh

· Not equal to body

· Body and soul in our weakness, transitoriness, otherness before God.  
· Corruptible, with a default drive that is fixates on independence from God.
· Orientation toward the world, not toward God

· Love of self more than love of God and neighbor in God

·  “the narrow and confined love which is terminated in a man’s self.” (Henry Scougal, The Life of God in the Soul of Man,, 46)

· Can look exceedingly respectable and be utterly disconnected from the life of God.

·  “There is nothing proper to make a man’s life pleasant, or himself eminent and conspicuous in the world, but [self-love], assisted by wit and reason, may prompt him to it..” (Henry Scougal, The Life of God in the Soul of Man,, 45)

· Conversion 

· Not some generic holiness, but the Spirit of Jesus himself living in and with our spirits

· Galatians 2:19-20 

· Colossians 1:29

· “O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree, Raise us, and let your cross the magnet be.”  (Lift High the Cross)

· Baptismal Reality:

· “The Christian life is nothing else but the progressive and continuous development, the practical application, throughout our whole life, of this double supernatural result of ‘death’ and of ‘life’ [produced/encoded] in Baptism.”  (Columba Marmion, Christ, the Life of the Soul)

· Death to life in the flesh

· Die to the need to have our own way

· “Being dead to self is the condition where the mere fact that I don’t get what I want does not surprise or offend me and has no control over me.” (Willard, RH, 71)

· Die to independence from God 

· Relinquishing our desire for an art dealer rather than a potter.

· Surrenders the corners of our kingdom

· “In his wonderful book The Problem of Pain CS Lewis has tried to visualize man’s first sin in paradise.  Originally, he says, man’s surrender of himself to God required no inner struggle… But then at some point humans demanded to have something “of their own.” No doubt they would gladly pay God a reasonable tribute for this privilege of ownership in the form of, say, time, attention and love. But in the final analysis it would be their property and not God’s. They wanted to own their own souls. But that means to live a lie. Our souls are not our own. The first human beings wanted a vantage-point, a private corner of their own, in the universe from which they could say to God: “This is our business and not yours.” But there is no such corner.” (Pieper, The Concept of Sin, 65)

· Die to our illusions of self-righteousness

· Exchange of truly “normal” for merely “natural”

· Faith replaces unbelief

· Hope replaces presumption and sloth

· Love replaces fear

· All roads of true Christian maturity lead into and out of faith, hope and love.  

· Cannot be manufactured

· The more we live inside these gifts, the more they mark up—becoming virtues

· When we live within these gifts, life is well—within us and between us.

· When we live in these gifts, we live in the resurrection of Christ. 

· “Jesus is the grace that ascends as well as descends, the supreme response of creation to the Father equally with the Father’ Word to creation…Christian faith is a participation in his vision. Christian hope is an insertion into his confidence and assurance.  Christian love is an outflow of his love. (Hans Urs von Balthasar, Prayer, 137)

· The Great Adventure—to die daily to the old man and put on the new man.

· “The old Adam in us, together with all sins and evil lusts, should be drowned by daily sorrow and repentance and put to death…[so that] the new man should come forth daily and rise up, cleansed and righteous, to live forever in God’s presence.” (Luther, Small Catechism, Article IV, Question 4)

·  “If anyone wishes to be a follower of mine, he must leave self behind; he must take up his cross and come with Me. Whoever cares for his own safety is lost; but if a man will let himself be lost for my sake, he will find his true self. What will a man gain by winning the whole world at the cost of his true self? Or what can he give that will buy that self back?” (Matt 16:24-26, NEB)
· True Christian union is not the pantheistic erasure of personal distinctiveness.  It is rather, the awakening of real distinctiveness, real personality. 

· “Remember always that the Enemy [God] really likes the little vermin, and sets an absurd value on the distinctness of every one of them. When He talks of their losing their selves, He means only abandoning the clamor of self-will; once they have done that, He really gives them back all their personality, and boasts (I am afraid, sincerely) that when they are wholly His they will be more themselves than ever.” (Lewis, Screwtape Letters, #8)

· Invitation: Clothed in His Spirit, Live in newness of life…

· True self—solid, undivided, possessing one face, free, able to love, willing to suffer and endure, growing in wisdom and discernment and the ability to simply carry the presence of Jesus wherever he or she is placed

· “Live toward the work and the beauty He would fulfill in you for himself and for others.”  (Lutheran Private Confession and Absolution) 
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