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Baptism and Spiritual Formation: Living in Hope

The Strong Virtue

· Gift of hope
· Cosmic hope
· Born into this hope through Jesus’ resurrection (1 Peter)
· Intimate hope 
· Col. 1:27
·  Heb. 6:8
· Tenacious hope
· God’s tenacious initiative
· Phil 1:6
· Phil 2:12-13 
· Our tenacious response
· Hope is established in suffering
· 1 Peter
· Romans 5
· Working out the divine gift of hope produces the virtue of hope in our souls

Hope as a journey

· “A steadfast turning toward the true fulfillment of man’s nature…only when it has its source in the reality of grace in man and directed toward supernatural happiness in God.” (OH, 26)

· Between the source and destination is the journey, which, simply stated, is the process of being “on the way.” (OH, 11)

The Virtue of Hope

· Hope has two fundamental postures of the heart (like faith)

· Magnanimity

· "the aspiration of the spirit to great things."  

· literally-“great soul”

· “A person is magnanimous if he has the courage to seek what is great and becomes worthy of it.” (OH, 28)

· Christian magnanimity is rooted in our adoption. 

· Greatness of character (personality, soul) made possible as we live in newness of life…

· Ephes. 4:22-24.

· In magnanimity we see the height to which we have been raised in Christ.

· This is who you are.

· Humility—true assessment of our creaturely status before the face of God, how far we fall short on a moment by moment basis. 

·  “I can’t become what I am, but I must.”

· Baptismal rhythm of dying and rising is intrinsic to the virtue of hope

· Kneel in humility, rise in magnanimity. 

Journey can be derailed in one of two directions. 

· In order to be on the way, we have to be consistently convinced that we have not already arrived.  

· Premature arrival is called presumption, or pride

· Counterfeit of hope

· In order to be one the way, we cannot turn aside in despair, accedia, or sloth.

· Sloth is the true opposite of hope

Counterfeit of Hope: Presumption and Pride

· Determining that once I get to a particular place in the Christian life, I can pretty much coast from there on out. 

· Presumption:“the attitude of the mind that fails to embrace the perseverance needed for the journey.”(OH, 66) 

· “Contentment with earthly goods is the mark of a saint; contentment with our spiritual state is a mark of inward blindness. One of the greatest foes of the Christian is spiritual complacency. The man who believes he has arrived will not go any farther; from his standpoint it would be foolish to do so. The snare is to believe we have arrived when we have not...Every Christian will become at last what his desires have made him. We are all the sum total of our hungers. The great saints have all had thirsting hearts.” (Tozer, The Root of the Righteous, “Our Great Enemy: Contentment”)

· Galatians 3:1-3 

· Deadly sins

· they are the root sins from which all other sin springs

· The deadly sin underlying presumption is pride.

· Independence from God—mainspring, original sin

· Links between presumption and spiritual activism

· Doing things for God, rather than being the instrument through which God does his thing.

· In distorted relationship with God, we also distort our relationships with others.

· Pride is frequently depicted as a tower

·  “In God you come up against something which is in every respect immeasurably superior to yourself.  Unless you know God as that—and, therefore, know yourself as nothing in comparison—you do not know God at all. As long as you are proud you cannot know God.   A proud man is always looking down on things and people: and, of course, as long as you are looking down, you cannot see something that is above you.” (Lewis, Mere Christianity, 111)

· Presumption and pride will trap us in restless activism, in lonely superiority to others, in disconnected rebellion from our God.  

The Virtue of Humility

·  “When a humble soul humbles herself, she has not got far to fall, but when a proud soul humbles herself, its like jumping off the top of a cathedral tower.”  (Elizabeth Goudge, Green Dolphin Street, 498).

· Humility before the face of God:

· Honestly face who we really are in the face of what we have been given.  Not the puffed up illusion, not the mask we present to the world, but the real person.

· To cultivate the virtue of humility is to receive our real name. 

· “The name me was the name of a being whose existence she had never suspected, a being that did not yet fully exist, yet was demanded. It was a person (not the person she had thought), yet also a thing, a made thing, made to please Another, and in Him to please all others…” (Lewis, That Hideous Strength, 318) 

· Baptized into the name

· True everlasting name

· Tastes of our name here 

·  “The act of self-acceptance is the root of all things.  I must agree to be the person who I am.  Agree to have the qualifications which I have.  Agree to live within the limitations set for me…The clarity and courageousness of this acceptance is the foundation of all existence.” (Romano Guardini in Payne, Restoring the Christian Soul)

· Humility before the face of others  (meekness)

· “a true view of oneself, expressed in its attitude and conduct with respect to others.” (D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones, The Sermon on the Mount)
· Allowing others to say about you what you would privately say about yourself.

· “He that is down need fear no fall,

· He that is low, no pride,

· He that is humble ever shall

· Have God to be His guide.”  (John Bunyan, Pilgrim’s Progress)

Cultivating humility

· Cultivate honest telling of our story

· We fall off our towers 

· We cultivate a sense of humor toward ourselves

· “Laughter is one of the chief tools of humility.” (Mark Eddy Smith, Tolkien’s Ordinary Virtues, 75)

Hope and Its Opposite: Sloth and Despair

· Rise in magnanimity

· “A person is magnanimous if he has the courage to seek what is great and becomes worthy of it.” (Pieper, On Hope, 28)

· Not an invitation to the spectacular, but to the deep in the ordinary experiences of life. 

· Hope is continually received anew for each moment of life.

· Accedia—Movement toward hope’s opposite

· Step off the path of becoming

· not mere laziness, but a spiritual sorrow that moves toward despair. 

· In this moment I will turn away from the sources of my hope in God.  I will not find my anchor in Him. 

· Refusing the benefits of the gifts we have been given in Christ. 

· “This sorrow is a lack of magnanimity; it lacks courage for the great things that are proper to the nature of the Christian. It is a kind of anxious vertigo that befalls the human individual when he becomes aware of the height to which God has raised him. One who is trapped in acedia has neither the courage nor the will to be as great as he really is. He would prefer to be less great in order thus to avoid the obligation of greatness.  Acedia is a perverted humility; it will not accept supernatural goods because they are, by their very nature, linked to a claim on him who receives them. Something similar exists in the sphere of mental health and illness.  The psychiatrist frequently observes that, while a neurotic individual may have a superficial will to be restored to health, in actually he fears more than anything else the demands that are made, as a matter of course, on one who is well.” (Pieper, On Hope, 56)

Symptoms of sloth/Qualities of magnanimity

· Sloth: Enfeebled Responses to Difficult Situations
· “Suffering is the greatest teacher; the consecrated suffering of one soul teaches another.  I think we have got all our values wrong, and suffering is the crown of life.” (Baron Von Hugel, Letters to a Niece)

· “Make us glad for as many days as you have afflicted us, for as many years as we have seen trouble.” (Psalm 90:15) Great trial enables us to bear great joy, and may be regarded as the herald of extraordinary grace.  Small lives are small throughout; and great histories are great both in sorrow and in happiness.  Where there are high hills there are also deep valleys. If we have fierce afflictions we may look for overflowing delights, and our faith may boldly ask for them.. God who is great in justice when he chastens will not be little in mercy when he blesses; he will be great all through.  Let us appeal to him with unstaggering faith. (Spurgeon, Commentary on the Psalms, Psalm 90:15)

· The heart of hope: Though he slay me, yet I will trust in Him. (Job 13:15)

· Magnanimity: Creaturely circumstances are the very medium of Christian formation.
· “The circumstances of every person’s life are a sort of training, like the training devised for an athlete by a strict and demanding coach, who knows what is best for the athlete to attain his full potential.  So you want to stop running and catch your breath?  No you don’t!  Come on, keep it up!  I’ll decide when it’s time for you to take a break!  So you think you’re about to drop?   Don’t worry, you won’t you’ll be all the stronger!  You say you can’t go on?  Nonsense, of course you can, you simply don’t realize how much you’ve still got in you!  You’re my pride and joy, so don’t expect me to give an inch!  (Irina Ratuschinskaya, In the Beginning, 28).
· Sloth: Restless boredom 

· “It is one of the favorite tricks of this sin to dissemble itself under cover of a whiffling activity of body. We think that if we are busily rushing about and doing things, we cannot be suffering from sloth.” Dorothy Sayers, Letters to a Diminished Church, “The Six Other Deadly Sins”)

· Are the things we are doing worth doing?

·  “Man has lost his capacity for living with himself. In flight from himself, nauseated and bored by the void of an interior life gutted by despair, he is seeking with selfish anxiety and on a thousand futile paths that which is given only to the noble stillness of a heart held ready for sacrifice and thus in possession of itself. It reaches the extremes of its destructive and eradicating power when it builds itself a world according to its own image and likeness...Behind the flimsy pomp of its facade dwells absolute nothingness...It is a world which, to the healthy mind untouched by its contagion, appears like the amusement quarter of a big city in the hard brightness of a winter morning, desperately bare, disconsolate, and ghostly.” (Pieper, The Four Cardinal Virtues, 201)

· “The one primary ingredient for the birth of gnosticism is a particular mood.  The mood is one of despair. The Gnostic solution can be satisfying only to those who have no tangible or rational hope…Cultures with declining hopes…, tend to slip into ennui, cynicism, inwardness, and, finally despondency…(Lee, Against the Protestant Gnostics)

· “superspirituality” in the church (more experiences with God)

· Magnanimity: Wonder and awe in the everyday

· Even (especially) in pain

· Sloth makes excuses to justify our inertia:

· Excuses for self

· They tell the sluggard “Your teacher is in a nearby city, go and learn Torah from him.” He responds “I fear a lion on the highway.” “Your teacher is in your own city.” “I fear a lion in the streets.” “Your teacher is in a room inside your home.” “I am afraid that if I rise from bed the door will be locked.”  “But the door is open.” “I need a little more sleep.” (Solomon Schimmel, The Seven Deadly Sins)

· John 5:4-7 

· Excuses for others

· Whenever we step back from our close identification with God’s interest and concern for others and step into having emotional sympathy with them, the vital connection with God is gone. We have then put our sympathy and concern for them in the way, and this is a deliberate rebuke to God. (MUFHH, 5/3)

· Magnanimity: Encourage one another

· Turn face a quarter-turn—in the pit, but facing up

· Perspective, strength

· I Thessalonians 5:11

· Sloth ( Despair: Denying the reality of redemption in Christ

· Existing, but living in Christ—spiritual dusk: caught between death and life

· Denying that He who began a good work will finish it.  Refusing to work out what He has worked in. 

· “For the Christian, despair is the denial of redemption.” (Pieper, On Hope, 50)

· Ceasing to care about the things that really matter

· “[Sloth] is the sin which believes in nothing, cares for nothing, seeks to know nothing, interferes with nothing, enjoys nothing, loves nothing, hates nothing, finds purpose in nothing, lives for nothing, and remains alive only because there is nothing it would die for.” (Sayers, “The Six Other Deadly Sins” in Letters to a Diminished Church, 103)

· The Sin at the Heart of Sloth

· All three servants
· Each according to his dunamis.

· “Power residing in a thing by virtue of its nature, moral power and excellence of soul.

· Moral strength to rightly carry the Master’s possessions. 

· Two servants
· The master has not given us more than we can handle.
· The master will return someday.
· Slothful servant
· Refuses the challenge because he is afraid; because he has chosen to believe lies about the master.
· In the end, sloth is not a sin because of what we do or fail to do.  Sloth is a sin because, when we commit this sin, we are believing a lie: “Whether I need Him or not, He’s not there for me.”
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