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 “Set Love in order, thou that lovest Me.” (Cantica, St.Francis of Assisi)

Pastoral Care in Communion
· “Here a hand from a hidden country touches not only my soul but my body. Here the prig, the don, the modern in me have no privilege over the savage or the child. Here is big medicine and strong magic.” (Lewis, Letters to Malcolm Chiefly on Prayer, 103)
	As I have loved you
	Love one another

	Effects of Sin
	Effects of a Fallen World
	Effects of Division

	confession and forgiveness
	strength for the journey
	extending forgiveness of others

	Forgiveness
	Put on the new self
	Freedom


…As I Have Loved You

· The essence of God’s being is to love.

· That love is extended to His creation through creative engagement with the stuff of life as it really is. 

· Foundational way we encounter the love of God is in forgiveness of sins.

· Non-neutral aspect of creaturely anxiety—guilt

· We constantly miss the mark  (not arbitrary but what we were intended to be and do)

· We act in rebellion.

· We swing between legalism and license

· The effects of sin remain after the sin is committed.

· Distance from God
· Is. 59:1-2

· Bondage and imprisonment 

· “The bolt on the door that seals off the way into the open air is not located on the outside, but inside, the person.:” (Pieper, The Concept of Sin, 90)

· Darkens the soul’s light

· “Shine as lights in the world”
· The soul can lose her radiance.  Sin causes a “matting” of the brightness

· Eyes are the lamp of the body…

· Stains the Soul

· Jeremiah 2:22 
· Removing the sin

· Not by ceasing to sin

· Not by  distance of time-continues to distort and mar us—no need for the cross. 

· Deadly sin

· Confess the roots of sin—unbelief, pride and presumption, sloth…

· Sins against our own beings

· Roots of sin—produce bitter, ugly fruit of sin—

· greed, gluttony, lust

· Creature seeking to meet our own needs in our own way in our own time…

· Psalm 145:15 

· Sins against others

· Sins against love

· The point of confession is forgiveness of sin!

· That your sins may be forgiven…

· Redemption (Col 1:13-14)

· The stain is washed away  (Ez. 36:25)

· Radiance is restored “Shine as lights” (Phil 2:15) 

· Reconciled to God—distance is gone (Col 1:19)

· Acts 3:19-20 

· Confession of Sin

· We need to reclaim the incarnational dimension of confession

· The Word of forgiveness spoken in our ear.

· We must take our own place under the cross.

· “To whom shall we make a confession? According to Jesus’ promise, every Christian brother can hear the confession of another.  But will he understand? May he not be so far above us in his Christian life that he would only turn away from us with no understanding of our personal sins? Anybody who lives beneath the Cross and who has discerned in the Cross of Jesus the utter wickedness of all men and of his own heart will find there is no sin that can ever be alien to him. Anybody who has once been horrified by the dreadfulness of his own sin that nailed Jesus to the Cross will no longer be horrified by even the rankest sins of a brother.  Looking at the Cross of Jesus, he knows the human heart. He knows how utterly lost it is in sin and weakness, how it goes astray in the ways of sin, and he also knows that it is accepted in grace and mercy.  Only the brother under the Cross can hear a confession.” (Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Life Together)

· Confession

· Formal confession

· (Liturgy)

· Informal personal confession--Direct their hearts and minds to the cross of Jesus, and witness their confession with them.

· Corporate confession—silent and out loud

· Proclamation of Forgiveness

· Sacramental Actions are invaluable  (water, rising, music)

· In communion: kneel as sinner, rise as saint…

· “Take your place in the cup—His drinking the cup of wrath means that we drink the cup of blessing.  (Maundy Thursday)

Strength for the Journey

	As I have loved you
	Love one another

	Effects of Sin
	Effects of a Fallen World
	Effects of Division

	confession and forgiveness
	strength for the journey
	extending forgiveness of others

	Forgiveness
	Put on the new self
	Freedom


· God’s love accepts us in His Son

·  “…participation in the living reality of Christ, in His original image, His disposition, His life and His right.” (Guardini, And the Word Dwelt Among Us, 66)

· Non-sentimental love

· Fire

· Burns away all that would hinder that greatest good to be accomplished in our lives.

· Movement from loss to gratitude (Nouwen)

· Warmth—to comfort, protect, encourage

· Need to encounter Jesus with all his multi-faceted gifts for the journey—peace, love, joy, strength, guidance.

· Out of his fullness we have all received—“grace upon grace”

· We are given everything we need for life and godliness (II Peter 1)

· Demonstrate prayers…

· Strength

· Peace (Sense of being)

· Guidance (unclench hands)

Love One Another…

	As I have loved you
	Love one another

	Effects of Sin


	Effects of a Fallen World


	Effects of Division



	confession and forgiveness
	strength for the journey
	extending forgiveness to others

	Forgiveness
	Put on the new self
	Freedom


· Unity at the Table

· When such a human loaf of men and women, thoroughly baked together as persons, is presented to God in the Holy Communion, to be taken, already at one so far as they can be, into His hands, to be blessed and broken, He will in faithfulness to His covenant, confirm His own Truth, Christ Him​self; in their fellowship, in the power of the Holy Spirit. (Frank Lake, Clinical Theology)

· Nothing blocking the movement of the Holy Spirit in our midst

· Look to Jesus, not each other

· “Our community with one another consists solely in what Christ has done to both of us.  This is true not merely at the beginning, as though in the course of time something else were to be added to our community; it remains so for all the future and to all eternity.  I have community with others and I shall continue to have it only through Jesus Christ.  The more genuine and the deeper our community becomes, the more will everything else between us recede, the more clearly and purely will Jesus Christ and his work become the one and only thing that is vital between us.  We have one another only through Christ, but through Christ we do have one another, wholly, and for all eternity.” (Bonhoeffer, Life Together, 26)

· All sinners under the cross

· Practice the most excellent way

· “Love ‘bears all things.’ Elsewhere St. Paul says, ‘Each shall bear the other’s burden,’ his need, his weakness, his importunities.  Love ‘believes all things.’ Since this refers to faith in regard to other men, we might perhaps say that it believes them capable of all good, encourages with faith and confidence the living potentialities in others.  It ‘hopes all things,’ desires all good things for others and expects all that is fine from them. It ‘endures all things,’ all pain that comes from others. (Guardini, “The Canticle of Love” in And the Word Dwelt Among Us, 90)

· Unity is to be kept, not made

· “The unity of the Spirit starts within and works outwardly. It is comparable to the unity found in a flower or a tree, or in animal bodies. It is something essentially organic and vital, not something artificially produced…The Apostle makes it quite clear that this is a unity which you and I can never produce. He does not even ask us to do so, he does not call upon us to do so, he does not exhort us to do so. What he asks us to do is to be careful not to break the unity that is already there, and which has been produced and created by the Holy Spirit Himself.  We are to maintain it, not create it.  It is the unity of the Spirit. It is His work, it is something that He does in us.” (Lloyd-Jones, Christian Unity)

· The Peace 


The peace of Christ is now exchanges by members of the congregation. One says, "Peace be with you." The next replies, "And also with you." (John 20:21a) This means: "I am a sinner and I beg your forgiveness. Moreover, I forgive you, I am reconciled with you, I love you with the love of Christ, I will think and speak well of you, and there is now no ill or unforgiven thing between us."

The peace is not a time of exchanging pleasantries or chatter. The point is clear: Jesus' forgiveness is the only real peace and this peace is really present here in the Sacrament.
 
Sharing this peace has been practiced from New Testament times throughout the history of the Church as a kiss or word between the baptized - the holy ones. (1 Thessalonians 5:26; Romans 16:16; 1 Corinthians 16:20; Il Peter 5:14)

When all the holy ones have been reconciled - when they have faced their guilt, forgiven each other, and are intent on living a life in the Gospel and free of sin - then they once again receive the holy things, the body and blood of Christ. Then the Holy Supper proceeds just as our  Lord asks. (Matthew 5:23; 6:12; 1 Corinthians 11:28-29)  ( Pastor Scott Bruzek, Maundy Thursday 2006, St John Lutheran Church, Wheaton.)

How does one live in such a space?

Repentance and Release Diagram
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